SEA OTTER, KELP
FOREST & SEA URCHINS
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1. An egg is fertilized.
The genes from the
female and male are
combined. This is the
start of a new life.
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2.The larvae feed on
plankton — tiny organisms.

The four arm larvae
4. Adult sea urchin. develop into eight arm
ones.

3. The larvae ‘\'

metamorphoses into juvenile
sea urchins. The
metamorphosis may take as
little as only an hour to
complete.

LiFE
- CYCLE

The female gives birth to a baby.
The single pup is mostly born in the
water, but they can be born on land.

Rarely the sow gives birth to twins.

4. When the pup is
around 2 months
old, its starts joining
its mum to search 3. The pup is completely

for food. dependent on its mum for the

first 6 months. The mom wraps

the baby in kelp when she is

diving for food. The pup floats
% on the water and do not sink.

2. The newborn is called
pup or kitten. Despite
being born in the water,
the newborn pup cannot
swim.

Sea Otter & Sea
Urchins
Life Cycles



WHAT'S INCLUDED:

KELP FORESTS. SEA URCHINS
AND SEA OTTERS

Warmer water has slowed the growth of kelp and
increased the number of sea urchins. Sea urchins are
eating kelp stalks, which has meant that kelp forest
have disappeared in some parts of the ocean.

PROBLEM — KELP-EATING SEA URCHINS

Explore the delicate
balance of marine
ecosystems.

Inspire a passion for
ocean conservation.



Ways to Use

Life Cycle Units
Ocean Project
Environmental Units
Earth Day
Biomimicry Units
Early Finishers
Independent Work
Sub Tubs

Summer Camps

WRITE A STORY ABOUT A BRAVE
SEA OTTER.

Look at me!

Fun Facts
Sea otters spend a lot
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https://thinkdivecom.wordpress.com/
https://thinkdivebiomimicry.com/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Sparking-Childrens-Thinkibility
https://uk.pinterest.com/asajomard/
https://www.facebook.com/biomimicryforyoungchildren
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