Writing Limericks

, . 2-3 Days
Materias.
_ * “Teacher Sample Limericks” - for the Anticipatory Set
* “Whatis g Limerick” - explanation of the limerick form
* “Laugh oy Limericks” - model limerijcksg page
UpLifting Learning * “Limerick o Not?” - check for undersranding Page & key
with Mrs. S-0 * “Now it’s your turn to write 5 limerick” - Step-by-step directiong (2 page)

* Fun Stationary to write fing] limerick’s op
* Sign to use op a bulletin hoarg Oras a cover to publish a studen; book of your clasg
limericks

g€. Ask the clags

['e ung erstanding using the “Limerick op Not?” page.

Day 2

Step 4. Students wijj work through writing their own limerick using the “Now it's your turn
10 write 3 limerick Pages. They wij) start by brainst(:nning their topic ang rhyming words
for the A lines,

Included in thig Step is conferencing with the teacher 10 verify that the Poem meets the
requirements of 5 limerick, Once the students’ drafig are complete and approved, they should
mave on to Step 5.

dents share their limerjck
could be at a class party with treatg)

. Teaching Tips

Writing Templates

Examples | Step-By-Step Instructions

GRADES 3-5




Date: ﬁ}\‘

2~ ~_ Ceacher Sample Limericks
(Uhac is o Limerick? "f'fj

A limeriick is a poem with S lines. I¥'s not known for sure, but many believe that limericks are from
County Limerick in Ireland. Limericks are written in the AABBA patern and have a rhythm. Read the
limerick below. Highlight the rhyming words at the end of each sentence (ene color for each set of
rhyming werds).

There once was a slice of hot pie,
That smelled so delicious, oh my!
T+ slid off the plate,

A ferrible fate,

And splatered right under my eye.

Chere once was a plupry whice sheep
Who would run chrough the pield and (eap
She'd jump very high

Almost couching ¢
Chen she'd cuddie dack do

There once was a kid wit

N, N Y L\ugh Ouc Loud Limericks ~2__——~o~_ Date:
Limericks often start with “Therewas aln) —— from
For example: There once was an Old Man of Kilkenny
The next three lines tell us something about the Old Man, usually something funny.
The final line sums it often. Sometimes the rhyming word from line | may repeat.

Limerick or Noc?
In a limerick the first, second and fifth lines rhym| o
Yes, it's a limerick!
Limericks have a bouncy rhythm when you say There ence was a cat on a chair,

She finished it quick as

ANO didn T duite kpow where +o

Student Pages - exFlaining the
limerick format & checking for
understanding,

He airmed ter the ned, o, i

Four larks and a The best one

Have built their nests in But hit a lamp ri_gH- off the wall
~-Edward Lear

Sample Limericks for Teacher &

Student

; - With ears that were ﬂpy and boxy.
Whe made treats for you On short litle feet,
With frosting se T4 raced down the sireet,
On each tasty sw Trying hard to lock fierce—not so foxy!

He went on a whole ba

E—— e — e —

There once was a lazy old hound,
Whe slept while the kids played around
He snored on the rug,

All cozy and snug,

Without even hearins a seund.

There ence was a student ot schedl, Yes, if’s a limnerick!
Whe theught math was ferribly coel. ’
They added and subtracted numbers every single day, No, i's not a limerick, here's why
And worked with a partner in every pessible way,

And followed each classreom rule.

S —
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There once was a dog whe loved cake, )
Who gobbled up each crumb he could fake. 125 'S @ limerick!
He licked off his plate,

Then sat by the gate,
And waited for mere treats outside.

There once was a rocket so bright,
That blasted away in the night.
I} zoomed past the moon,
Humming a tune,

A dazz]ins and marvelous s]sh{'

Ne, it's net a limerick, here's why



Name: Date:

Now it's your turn o write a limerick!
Before you start fo write, let's brainsterm some ideas. What is are seme fopics you'd like
1o write a limerick about? Topics should be a person, animal or place.

Line |: Choose the name of a persen, animal or place from your brainsterm list. Write your first
line.

Example: I picked sheep, and wrote “There once was a fluffy white sheep”.

Now take some of these words and
werds {

Your Werd

(

Line-by-line student directions
for crafting their own creative

limericks.

Line S: Write your final line. This line is usally funny or silly. The final word must rhyme with the
final words in lines | and 2. Sometimes it is the same word as in line | (the persen, animal or place).

There once was a fluffy white sheep
Whe would run through the field and leap
She'd jump very high
Almost fouching the sky
Then she'd cuddle back down for a sleep
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