Descrlptlve Writing

COMPLETE WRITING PROCESS SUPPORT

Step-by-Step Lessons

Graphic Organizers ¢ Editing Checklist

Rubric

Lesson 4: Make the Reader Feel Like They're There!

Focus: Sensory Details and Descriptive Language

Publishing and Sharing Options
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Lesson 3: Organize the Journey

Focus: Planning a Three-Paragraph Narrative

Lesson 7: Revise, Edit, and Share

Focus: Improving and Publishing Writing

Lesson 2: What If...? Then...?
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Lesson 1: Imagine the Journey

Magic Journey Story

Teacher Guide | Descriptive & Narrative Writing | Grades 3—6
By Uplifting Learning with Mrs. S-O
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Learning Obje
Students will:
* Develop an imaginative narrative with a clear beginning, middle, and ending.
+ Create a plot that includes a problem and resolution.
» Use sensory details and descriptive language to help readers visualize events.
+ Experiment with strong verbs, specific word choices, and figurative language.
+ Write an engaging introduction that captures the reader's attention.
* Revise and edit their writing for clarity, organization, and conventions.

Suggested Pacing: Six instructional lessons of approximately 30-45 minutes each, plus additional
drafting or publishing time as needed.
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Ld Lesson 6: Bring the Journey Home!
b Focus: Writing a Satisfying Conclusion

Materials Needed:
* Completed Paragraph Notes Organizer

ke + Students' Magic Journey Story drafts
¢ + Teacher weak example to share and model from

son 5: Hook Your Reader and Draft

us: Writing an Engaging Introduction and First Draft

Hel how the same story might begin in several ways. Have students write their own examples
re choosing the opening they believe will best capture a reader’s attention. Once students

> selected which hook they will use, they just use it and write their introduction (this is
frate from the the main three paragraphs).

Hents now being to write their drafts using the completed planning pages.

hind them to:

Follow the three-paragraph structure.

Develop the problem and resolution.

Include meaningful sensory details.

Use descriptive language that helps readers visualize the journey.

Include transitions so the story flows naturally.

Students may draft by hand or use a word processor. The next lessons should happen once most
students have finished their drafts.
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Date: Name: Date:

Magic Journey Story

Magic Journey Story Sensory Detail Nofes

Magic Journey Story

Where on, or off, this earth would you go? Conflict .
Brainstorm ideas below. Paragraph 1 Paragraph 1 Paragraph 3

/\ Falling Action

Date: Name:

Magic Journey Story Magic Journey Story Nd

Makes notes on each paragraph. Use the directions page t
your story here - just note

Read over your choices af
One strategy writers like Chris Van Allsburg use to help them think about ideas for their stories is the ...

T\ Brainstorm different forms of transp What if ! Then
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Paragraph

For example, what if a magic train picked up a boy on Christmas Eve and then took him to the North Pole?
And what if that boy got to meet Santa, then got the first gift of Christmas? And what if the boy lost the first gift

Paragraph
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Magic Journey Story - Bring the Journey Home
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Writing a Good Conclusion
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Figurative Language

Lessons on writing a hook & conclusion.

Date:

Magic Journey Story - Hook Your Reader

Take some time to think about how you will hook your reader. Write one of each kind
of hook described below, then select the best one.

Example: Clang! Clang! The large silver bell on the deck of fishing vessel rang
out through the pea soup-thick fog.

s an iceberg, broke

Intemsting nl,mlghLS Example: Straining my eyes to look through the fog, [ wondered what I
would find if I dared to sail through it.

(eneral Sfatement  Example: It was a dreary, damp foggy night in Baytown.

Puta ‘iﬁ? by the hook you will use.

Name: Date:

Magic Journey Story Editing & Revising Chechlist

Story has a beginning, middle and end.

Date:

Magic Journey Story - Revising & kditing Practice

Directions: Read the paragraph below. REVISE: Look for places where the author could add sensory

details, use stronger words, and improve sentences. EDIT: Then find and correct errors in spelling,
capitalization, and punctuation. Rewrite the correct paragraph on the lines below.

last night I got on a flying boat. It was big and nice. The boat went up into the sky and it

Editing & Revising Practice
Student Editing & Revising Checklist

get there.




Magic Journey Story Rubric
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