COLLEGE ESSAY REVISION WORKSHOP

For students who already have a draft.

Three focused lessons help students move beyond proofreading and make real revision decisions about

specificity, length, and readiness.

REVISION IS MORE THAN FIXING COMMAS.

Students look at what a reader actually learns about them, what the essay does not need, and

whether the final version still sounds like them.

COLLEGE ESSAY + REVISION 1

Could Anyone Else The Final Read

Have Written This? Could this sentence
belong to Before you submit, stop fixing individual sentences and
somebody else? read the essay as a whole.

Revision for specificity, voice, and details that sound like you.
If yes, take another look at
it

THE THREE REVISION QUESTIONS

1 Could this sentence belong to somebody else?
2 What can I cut without cutting out the parts that sound like me?
3 What will a reader understand about me when they finish?

THE QUESTION

What will a
reader
understand
about me when
they finish?

Keep coming back to that
question.



INSIDE THE WORKSHOP

Students revise the draft they already have.

Each lesson includes direct instruction, concrete examples, and student pages that send writers back into

their own essays.

COLLEGE ESSAY - REVISION 1

The Generic Sentence Test

A common topic is fine. A sentence that could belong to almost anyone needs more work.

A “My volunteer experience taught me empathy and gratitude.”

What could make this more specific?

B “My family has always supported me through difficult times.”

What could make this more specific?

C  “Being captain helped me become a stronger leader.”

What could make this more specific?

Try the swap test: could you change the activity, person, or situation and keep almost the same sentence?

Submission Check

Being tired of revising is not the same as being finished. Check these before you submit

[] The reader learns something real about me.
My reflection fits the story instead of being added at the end.
The essay still sounds like me.
‘The prompt fits without controlling the essay.

Tam within the word limit.

ODO0OOOO0O

My ending stops before I explain the lesson again.

I checked grammar; spelling, names, and application details.

The reader should understand this about me:

Aline that sounds most like me:

AI + REVISION

The 50-Word Cut

Work on your current dratt. If you are already under 650, aim for 25 words anyway.

reep one line you will not cut

SHORTEN one piece of background

REMOVE one repeated idea

TiGHTEN one wordy sentence

CHECK read it again: did you lose anything important?

Word count before: Word count after: Wordscut:

COLLEGE ESSAY RUBRIC

he strongest a clear sense of the stu fon. Adramatic
topicis notre ot have to mean a

Name: Period Final: /100

REVEALS THE WRITER o
25pe
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207
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Polished writing is not treated as proof of Al use. Students check whether outside help
made a sentence clearer—or simply made it sound less like them.



WHAT YOU GET

Three revision lessons plus the tools to finish.

Use the workshop after your own college-essay assignment, with counselor drafts, or as the final revision

sequence in a longer personal-statement unit.

INCLUDED

3 instructional PowerPoints

12 student-facing revision pages

3 teacher guides

100-point final rubric

teacher conference sheet

quick-start + pacing guide

COLLEGE ESSAY CONFERENCE SHEET

BEST FOR

o students who already have a complete or nearly

complete draft

o senior English or college-application writing

o short revision workshops before submission

° teacher or counselor conferences

o personal statements that need more than
proofreading

COLLEGE ESSAY - REVISION 2

The 650-Word Cut

Make the essay
Cut what the essay does not need — without cutting out the parts tighter, not
that sound like you.

smaller.

Every cut should make the
essay clearer.

These materials are also included in the complete Plotting Something College Essay Writing Unit.
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