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The House at Hollow Hil

Mara had ahways b

g h the top
According to bocal legend, no one had lived there for neardy & certury. Yet every
Halloween, L 2 f the upstairs wi

ai . t0 appeat
Maost peaple avoided the house. Mara did rot.

She stood at th d i lutching a and trying to ignare the
nervaus futter in her stontach. Her best friend, Thea, had promised to come with her,
even though he thought that exploring 2 haunted house was an unnecessarily foolish
idea.

Mara pushed open the gate while Theo hesitated on the path, glancing desperately aver
his sheulder.
“Ugh. come on!” Mara grabbed his sleeve and dragged him forward.

The garden was strangely sdent. Dead vines twisted around the fence, and an unsarthly
mist curbed between the trees. Mara followed the cracked stone path until she reached
the front door. To her surprise, it swung open before she touched it. Th

of dust. & i inte
Then she heand a faint sound. She and Theo
looked at each other with wide eyes. It definitely sounded Be a child humming
samewhere upstairs.

Inside, the air was cold
.y har,

“Hello?™ Mara called out, her voice shaking.
The humming stopped.

Mara and Theo elimbed the stairs. At the top, they diseavered a small room filled with
justy fusniture and ancient At hes attention. It
showed a young girl standing beside the very gate Mara had just ertered through.

r the back, cursive writing scrawled a barely legible message: Do not fet her disappeo.
Suddenly, the photograph began to glaw.

Mara drogped it a shiver running down her spine. When she locked down again, the
picture was empty. The girl was gone.

A cobd breeze swept through the room, and the door slammed shut behind her. Mara
shrieked and huddied close to Theo, wha was visibly shaking now.

“Well, at leass we know its haunted,” Mara grinned nervousty st her friend. *But | think
it's time to go!”
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Angwe: the comgrehension questions based on the siory. l
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Dueshon

Why does Mara decide to
explore the house, and how
does Theo feel about it?

Mswer

What details make the house
2nd its Sumoundings seem
rystessous or frightening?

What does Mara discaver in the
UpSLairs reom?

What message is written on the
back of the photograph, and
whty does it make Mara
nervous?

Haw does the final scene
charige Maca's feeking about the
house?

| Match the word to its measing. Lise the story 10 find context clues. l

Word Meanrg

specter 10 suddenly become impossible ta see or find
wnearthly wery old: belonging 10 a distant past
abandoned a ghostly or frightening apparition

ancient left empty or deserted
disappear strange and unnatural
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The House at Hollow Hill

Mara had always been curious about the abandoned house at the topof | 13
Hollow Hill. local legend, no one formearlya |27
century. Yet every Halloween, a pale specter was said to appear behind | 39
one of the upstairs windows. "
Most people avoided the house. Mara did not. 52
She stood at the rusted iron gate, clutching a small flashlight and trying to | 66
ignore the nervous flutter in her stomach. Her best friend, Theo, had 78
promised to come with her, even though he thought that exploring a %0
haunted house was an unnecessarily foolish idea. 97
Mara pushed open the gate while Theo hesitated on the path, glancing 109
desperately over his shoulder, 1u3
“Ugh, come on!” Mara grabbed his sleeve and dragged him forward, 124
The garden was strangely silent, Dead vines twisted around the fence, 135
and an unearthly mist curled between the trees. Mara followed the 146
cracked stone path until she reached the front door. To her surprise, it 159
swung open before she touched it, Theo gulped loudly, 168
Inside, the air was cold and smelled of dust. A narrow staircase 180
i her. Mara hesitated, 191
faint sound. She and Theo looked at each other with wide eyes. It 204
definitely sounded like a child humming somewhere Upstairs. 212
“Hello?" Mara called out, her voice shaking, 219
The humming stopped. 22
Maraand Theo climbed the stairs, At the top, they discovered a small 235
room filled with dusty furniture and ancient photographs, One. 244
photograph caught her attention. It showed a young gif standing beside | 255
the very gate Mara had just entered through. 263
On the back, cursive writing scrawled a barely legible message: Do not let | 276
her disappear. 278
Suddenly, the photograph began to glow. 284
Mara dropped it, a shiver running down her spine. When she looked down | 298
again, the picture was empty. The girl was gone. 306
A cold breeze swept through the room, and the door slammed shut 318
behind her. Mara shrieked and huddled close to Theo, who was visibly 330
shaking now. 332
“Well, at least we know it's haunted,” Mara grinned nervously at her 344
frignd, “But | think it's time to gol® 352
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The House at Holgw Hil

Abandon enterag
English through 09
Freich from a pheage

Latin specerum

Haunt cans ingo
Engfish from ahg




Why youll love i

Fiction & non-fiction reading passages

Engaging morphology reading material

Fluency passages for older students

Unique way to explore etymology

z Passage Titles B

The House at Hollow Hill

From Ancient Festivals to Halloween

The Lantern in the Attic

Why Do We Wear Halloween Costumes?

The Midnight Maze

Why Are Bats Associated with Halloween?

The Diary of a Halloween Night

The Strange Story of the Jack-o’-Lantern
The Exhibit That Came Alive

Why Do We Believe in Halloween Superstitions?

l,H&lomleen Morehology Vocabuary

Vst

From Ancient Festival to Haloween

Word List
o heme Slruelure oo
clent into

Rool Meaning

before, from long ago
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Name:

“Independent morphology practice The Lantern in the Attie

When thirteen-year-old Elise moved into her grandmother’s old house with her
she_ expeclg(! creaky floorboards and dusty furniture. She did not expect to find a locked
attic containing a lantern that seemed to glow without a flame,

\
/. . . . It was ﬂallcwcenaflernann when Elise discovered the attic door. While searching for
x p l C l mo r p o ogy e a C l ng decorations, she noticed a tiny brass key hidden ins

side an old orna
fit the lock perfectly, mental box. The key

family,

The attic was crowded with

i, forgotten objects: cracked mirrors, faded portraits, wooden
unks,

o and shelw’es E; mysterious books. In the corner stood an ancient lantern covered
in strange symbols. Elise reached toward it, but before her fingers t

s ouc
the lantern flickered to life, = e

A cold shiver ran down her spine.
) R Suddenly, one _oi the portraits fell from the wall. It showed ayoung girl wearing a black
r u r I ng qs cloak and holding the same lantern, On the back of the portrait was a handwritten
m a g o p e( ’ message:

When the moon reaches jts highest point, follow the light.

Elise glat\ccd through the attic window. The sun was sinking quickly.
She carried the lantern downstairs and waited. At exactly midnight s -
suddenly stretched acrage sha g -
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The House at Holow Hil

Rool Means

'Morphology notebook printable

Orign

Curious comes from
Latin curiosus

cur « «lous cur = care, concern

curious

'‘Homework task

Abandon entered
Engiish through Old
French from a phrase

abandon = leave behind

abanden + -ed

abandoned

Specter comes from
Latin spectrum

specter ’ spect + -er t specere = look, see

Haunt came into

visi nglish from Old
haun! - haunt = visit repeatedly Engl
aunted haunt + -ed ik

'Early finisher activity

Unearthly combines
the English prefix un-
with earth and -y

earth = the world beneath
our feet

unearthly un- + easth + =ly

photo + graph

Darkness is an Old
English formation

dark = lacking light

Photograph
combines two Greek
elements meaning

“light™ and “writing”

phas = light; graphé =

photograph writing

o

dis- + appear

Ancient entered
English through Old
French from Latin

old, from long ago

dis- = away; appear = come
into sight

disappear

whispered whisper +-ed whisper » speak very softly
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understand word The House at Holow Hil
structure. — T |

Word Morpheme Siruclure Root Meaning Orign

Curious comes from

Boost vocabulary

Abandon entered

qnd Compr\ehe nsion abandoned abandon + -ed abandon = leave behind S?g:isl:‘ftrzr:uf';h?ie
.
skills.

Specter comes from

r + - = ' H
spectel spect +-er specere = look, see Latin spectrum
Haunt came into
haunted haunt + -ed haunt = visit repeatedly English from OId

French

earth = the world beneath Unearthly combines

Enhance decoding

unearthly un- + earth + -ly the English prefix un-
i with earth and -ly
.+.
d word recognition — e———
Qn W darkness dark + -ness dark = lacking light English formation
oo
ab|||+y- Photograph
hos = light; graphe = combines two Greek
h Bt
photograph photo + graph writing alaciiie meaning
“light” and “writing”
Ancient entered
A z English through Old
: 1 I
Snstens ancent old, from long ago French from Latin
ante
- X _ Disappear developed
disappear dis- + appear ,dis  IVay; appear= come through French from
into sight :
Latin
whispered whisper + -ed whisper = speak very softly Whisper s an old

English word

D
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