THE COLLEGE ESSAY

A 12-lesson unit from story-finding through
final revision.

Built for students who insist nothing important has happened to them—and for teachers tired of
reading the same generic personal essay.

THE EVENT IS NOT THE ESSAY.

THE STUDENT IS.

LESSONS 1-4 Find material Small stories « reflection ¢ generic essay test

LESSONS 5-7 Develop the essay Story + thinking ¢ voice ¢ prompt fit

LESSONS 8-10 Draft & revise Shape « openings/endings * specificity
LESSONS 11-12 Finish 650-word cut * final read
Read for the person, not the plot. Clarity up. Personality intact.

By October, I no longer needed to write down Mr. Ellis’s order. Two eggs

over medium, rye toast almost burnt, coffee before the menu even opens. I What do you learn about this “The top drawer of my desk is full of broken watches. I started keeping them

learned Maya’s extra lemon and the nurses’ shared fries too. I used to think wrier that is not simply “works ? 2 :
) atadiner’? because I wanted to see what made them tick. Most of the time, I still cannot get

remembering orders was just a way to move faster. Then I noticed the tiny
pause when I set something down before a customer asked for it — the look them ticking again.”
that said, Oh, you remembered.

Where does the writing move
1like that moment more than I expected to. I am not the loudest person in ;:‘,’i;';;"s:a;;;apm"ed it he sentence is tighter. Th per. The limitation is stil there.
aroom, and Tam rarely the one who starts a conversation. But I remember
derails. T notice when someone changes an order they have made for six
months, or when a regular suddenly comes in alone. At the diner, paying
attention is its own kind of talking.

Editing should reveal the fingerprint, not sand it off.

Common topics are fine. Trauma is not required. Students do not have to claim one experience changed
their lives. They learn how to make familiar material specific.

Preview uses actual pages from the resource.



INSIDE THE UNIT

Students get help with the parts that are

actually hard.

Each lesson includes direct instruction, examples written in a natural student voice, guided analysis, and

a short piece of writing or revision.

PLAN THE IMPORTANT PARTS

You do not need a paragraph-by-paragraph outline.

Afive-paragraph outline asks, “What goes in paragraph 1, 2, 3..7"

You do not need to predict every sentence. You just need a
rough plan for what deserves the most space.

STUDENT WORKBOOK
Think small.

A place where youac vy iy habi e peope teaseyou about
- Arautne you woukd st dsappenred - Asmel sound, or teture thtinsanty uts you

Somonere

A NOTE ON AI

leave with the reader?

FINAL READ

Submission Check

All screenshots shown are from the included materials.

TEST FOR GENERIC WRITING

COLLEGE ESSAY + LESSON 10

A quick revision pass

BOX UNDERLINE

aline that sounds unmistakably like you a sentence that sounds vague or generic

STAR REWRITE

a detail only you would probably know one underlined sentence — not the whole

draft

100-POINT RUBRIC

COLLEGE ESSAY RUBRIC

The stro give the reader a

REVEALS THE WRITER
2ps

REFLECTION &
INSIGHT

STRUCTURE &FOCUS
2pes

VoIcea LaNGuAGE
2ps

contRoL &
CONVENTIONS
10pts

The unit addresses Al during revision. Students check whether outside help made
the essay clearer—or just made it sound less like them.



WHAT YOU GET

Everything you need to teach the unit from
brainstorming through final revision.

The core sequence fits about 12 forty-minute class periods, with extra drafting or conference days added

where you need them.

INCLUDED FILES

o 12 instructional PowerPoints

. 48 student-facing pages

. 12 teacher guides

. Unit overview + pacing guide

. 100-point final rubric

. Teacher conference sheet

COLLEGE ESSAY CONFERENCE SHEET

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

WHAT THE UNIT EMPHASIZES

ordinary experiences students can actually write
about

. reflection without forcing a life lesson

. voice that still sounds like the student

. choosing the prompt after the story is taking
shape

. revision for specificity, clarity, and concision

o a final draft that still sounds like the student

COLLEGE ESSAY RUBRIC

Prompt lesson updated for the 2026-27 Common App cycle. Check prompt wording annually before reuse.
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