THE OPEN WINDOW

A one-period lesson that lets Saki’s twist land before students take it apart.

Read first. Clarify the ending THE OPEN WINDOW
once. Then go back and see

how Vera gets Framton to
believe her.

INCLUDES
@ 5-slide teacher deck

® 2-page full-text reader
® l-page student activity
B

1-page teacher guide




THE LESSON FLOW

Simple enough to run tomorrow; focused enough to be worth the period.

Before You Read wit—What Actually Happened? How Does Vera Get Framion to Believe Her?
When you first m(-'n-: someone, what makes you trust ake a minute and make sure the ending is clear. Go back 1o the story. What does Vera do that makes her story
what they tell you? convincing?

incing?

“Romance at short notice was her speciality.”

Compirte the chart on your activiry page

e e e L L]

Launch Clarify Revisit Respond

Students are not stopped every few paragraphs. The story stays intact, and the
analysis begins only after the ending is clear.



THE COMPLETE STORY

Two illustrated reader pages with the complete story.

THE OPEN WINDOW

My aunt will be down presencly, Mr. Nutrel,” said a very self-possessed young lady of fifteen; "in the meantinve you must
ey and pat up with me.

Framtan Nuttel endeavoured to say the correer something which shoald duly Aarter the niece of the moment without
unduly discounting the aunt thar was to come, Privarely he doubted more than ever whether these formal visisona
succession of total strangers woald do mich tawards helping the nerve care which he was supposed to be undergoing.

7 know how it will be,” his sister had sald when he was preparing to migrate to this rural retreats “you will bury
yourself down there and not speak 10 a living soul, and your nerves will be worse than ever from moging. 1 shall just give
yoa levers of introduction 19310 the people [ know there, Some of them, 25 far a5 | gan remember, were quite nke,”

Framton wondered whether Mrs. Sappleton, the lady to whom he was presenting ane of the lesters of introduction,
came into the nice division,

“Do you know many of the peaple sound here?™ atked the nicos, when she judged thar they had had sufficiens silent

communion.

“Hardly 3 soul," said Framton, “My sister was staying here, ar the rectory, you know, some four years ago, and she gave
me betters of introduction to some of tln—pmylc here.

He made the Last stavement in 3 tone of distinet regrer.
“Then you know practically nothing sbout my aum pursaed the sl -posscied young lady.

“Only her name and address,” admicted the caller, He was wondering whether Mrs. Sappbeson was in the masried or
widewed seave. An undefinable somscthing about the Foom scemed to ssggest massline habisation.

“Her great tragedy happened just three years ago,” said the child; “that would be since your sister's time.”
“Her tragedy’™ asked Frameon; somechow in this restful countey spot eragedies seemed out of place,

“You may wonder why we keep that window wide open on an October afternoon,” sid the nicoe, indicating a large
French window that opened on 10 2 lawn.

“1x s quire wasm for the time of the year,” said Framton; “but has thas window gos anything vo do with the tragedyi™

lllustrated opening

“Our cheough thar window, three years ago vo a day, hee husband and her two young beothers went off for thele day’s
shooting, They never came back, In crossing the moor o thelr favourioe snipe-shooting ground they were all theoe
engulfed in a treacherous piece of bog, It had been that dreadful wer summer, you know, and places that were safe in other
years gave way suddenly withour warning, Their bodics were never pecovered. That was the dreadful part of i Here the
child’s voice Bost its self-, possessed note and became Ealteringly human. “Foor aunt always thinks that they will come back

e day, they and the little brown spmnlell]u[ was bost with them, and walk in at that window just as they used to do.
Thas is why the window is kept open every evening till it is quite dusk, Poor dear auns, she has often tald me how they
went out, her husband with his white wate coat over his arm, and Ronnie, her youngest brother, singing “Bersie,
whiy do you bound?” as he always did vo tease bver, becasse she said it got on her nerves. Do you know, sometinse on ssill,
duict everings like this, 1 almost get a creepy feeling that they will all walk in through that window—

She broke off with a lieeke shudder. It was 2 gelief vo Frameen when the suns bustled into the room with 3 whid of
apologies for being late in making her appearamce,

“I hope Vera has been amusing you?” she aid.

“she has beers very interesting,” said Framton

“I hape you don't mind the open window," said Mrs. Sappleton briskl
disectly from shooting, and they always come in this way, They've
fmake a fine mess over iy poor carpets, 5o like you men-folk, bn't

“my husband and brothers will be home
ouk for smipe in the marshes to-day, so they'll

She rartled on cheerfully shout the shooting and the scarcity of birds, and the 13 for duck in the wineer, To
Framion it was all purcly horrible, He made adgrsptmttm cnly partially snrmﬁqm e the valk on oa bes
ghastly topic; he was conscious that his hostess was giving him only a fragment of her attention, and her eyes were
constantly straying past him to the open window and the lawn beyond. It was certainly an unforrunate coincidence that he
sheuld have paid his visit on this tragic anniversary.

“The doctors agree in ordering me complete rest, an absence of mental excitement, and avoidance of anything in the
mature of viobent physieal exeretie,” snnoinsed Framton, who laboured ander the tolerably widepread dr|uuuurﬁ|al eotal
strangers and chance acquaintances are hungry for the least detail of one's ailments and infirmitics, their cause and cure.
“con the masser of diet they are not so much in agresment,” he coninued.

“Nol”™ maid M.n.!imkwn ina voice which only replaced a yawn at the lass moment. Then she sud denly brightened
into alert atvension—but not o what Framton was saying.

“Here they are at lase!™ she cried. “Just in time for tea, and don't they look as if they were muddy up to the eyel!

Framtaon shivered slightly and turned towards che niece with a look intended to convey sympathetic comprehension.
The child was ssaring out through the open window with dased hosror in her yes. In a chill shock of nameless fear
Framton swung round in his seat and looked in the sume direction,

In the deepening rwilight three figures were walking across the lawn towards the window; they all carried guns under
their arms, and one of thern was additionally burdened with a white coat hung over his shoulders. A tired brown spaniel
kept close ax cheir heels. Noiselesly they neared the house, and then a hoarse young voice chanted our of the dusk: *1 said,
Fertie, why do you boand?™

Framton grabbed wildly at his stick and hat; the hall-door, the gravel-drive, and the front gate were dimly-noted
stages in hils headlong retrear, A eyclin coming along the road had ve run into the hedge w avold an imminent collidon.

“Hiere we ane, my dear,™ said the bearer of the white nmhm.ml-. coming in through the window; “fuirly misddy, bat
mast of it’s dry, Who was that who bolred out as we came up!™

A most extrzosdinary man, 3 Me, Nurel,” said Mrs. Sappleton; “could only talk abous h-sxllnmn and dashed off
without a word of good -bye or apology when you arrived. One would think he had seen a ghost

“Texpeet it was the spaniel,” sald the nioce calmly; "he told nae he had a horeor of dogi. He was once hunted into a
cemetery somewhere on the banks of the Ganges by 3 pack of pariah dogs, and had 1o spend the night ina newly dug grave
with the creseures smaling and grinning ind fmmdng st sbave i, Enocgh to maks anyone lo thels nerve.™

Romansee at thore notice was her speciality.

Complete story and ending




THE STUDENT ACTIVITY

One page. One central question: How does Vera pull it off?

THE OPEN WINDOW ®

HOW VERA PULLS IT OFF

ouick pesey  In one sentence: what actually happened at the end?

Students find the e s b s 1 et The final response
evidence themselves e - asks whether Vera

HHD S S T Do is impressive,
Vera’s choices hel s
= cruel, or both.
fool Framton. P——

“Romance at short notice was her speciality.”

Is Vera impressive, cruel, or both? Use TWO details from the story.



TEACHER SUPPORT

Pacing, quick-reset answers, chart notes, and one important spoiler-control reminder.

TEACHER GUIDE — ONE-PERIOD PLAN ®

PACING
2 min Launch: What makes SOmeone Seem trustworthy?

10-12 min Read the story strakght through.

2 min Quick reset: What actually happened?

9 min Complete the Vera chart,

34 min Final line + brief discussion.

5 min Written response

QUICK RESET he men were alive. Framton runs because Viera has convinced him they died. After he

bolts, Vera immediately makes up a new story about his fear of dogs.

VIERA CHART — AMSWER NOTES

WHAT VERA DOIS

Fimts gt what Framuon knows

Uses sometving real The open wandow & Nght there in the The real wendow ghers Frameon & (edian 1o bebeve
Addy uprestic detaily White 0oat, brown sparsel, Ronnes 196y Those detals kkr 3eam 80 confiem what Vers tokd
Acts like the story is true She loois Forrified when the men appear Hes seacbon makes, Framon thenk something n

y e

Frames theis returm as. She wiys she stmetinmes feels they wi Whe [y arrrve, Framion metakes e
f'-u‘l-'!'nq i for ahosty




WHAT YOU RECEIVE

Editable PowerPoint, Word, and print-ready PDF files

@ 5-slide editable teacher deck @ lllustrated full-text reader (Word + PDF)
@® 1-page editable student activity @ 1-page editable teacher guide
@ PDF versions of all four resources @ About 35 usable instructional minutes

Full story text is included. No separate anthology or copy is required.




