"'THE MONSTERS ARE DUE ON MAPLE STREET”
’ VIEWING GUIDE

“The Monsters are Due on Maple Street” Critical Thinking Choice Board
Instructions: Answer 3 questions of your choice from the board below. You must select
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Imagine that this episode
fook place in the present
day. How do you think the
story would change with
the addition of modermn
technology and
communication methods,
such as social media and
cell phones?

How can the events on
Maple Street be
Connected to discussions
about “cancel culture2”
Are there parallels
between the hasty
judgments made in the
episode and the way
people are "canceled” on
social medige

Consider how the episode
portrays the impact of fear
on the characters. What
are some reallife
examples where
communities or individuals
have reacted with fear
and suspicion based on
information they saw in the
media or onlineg

What role does the
character Tommy piay in
the episode, and how can
his behavior be connected
to the influence of media
and pop culture on young
people?

How do the characters'
rapid assumptions and
refliance on gossip
resemble the spread of
misinformation and fake
news on social media
platformsg

Imagine you are g
fournailist reporting on the
events of Maple Street,
How would you cover the
story ethically and
résponsibly, considering
the impact of your
reporting on public
perception and behaviorg

Reflect on the character of
Steve and his efforts to find
the truth. How does his
investigative approach
relate to the importance of
critical thinking in
evaluating news sources2

How can the events on
Maple Street be seen as g
lesson about the
importance of critical
thinking, media literacy,
and responsible journalism
in the digital age®

How does the reaction of
Mapile Street's residents to
scary but misleading news
relate to the concept of
“clickbait” and the fypes
of headiines media
Companies choose to use2
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Comprehension & reflection questions, PLUS a choice. board v.vith NEWSCI + MEI?IA
LITERACY CONNECTIONS! Perfect for ELA, Journalism, Sociology, and more!
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Low-prep + editable

Relevant modern tie-ins

Built for differentiation
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Motivating and engaging
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The episode closes with the following narmration:

“The tools of conquest do not necessarily come with bombsi
There are weapons that are simply thoughts, attitudes, preju
the minds of men. For the record, prejudices can kill, and
thoughtless, frightened search for a scapegoat has a faﬂoﬁ
children and the children yet unbom. And the pity of it Is tha
confined to The Twilight Zone!"

Explain the meaning of this quote in your own words. Give d
historical event that you think relates to the quote and

Name: Date:
“The Monsters are Due on Maple Sireet” Viewing Guide
Instructions: As you watch the episode, answer the 10 viewing questions. The quesfig
follow the order of events in the episode.

1. How is Maple Street described in the first few moments of the episode? Providy
at least two details.

2. What is the problem facing the residents of Maple Street? What do they obse
in the sky, and what issues start occuming in the neighborhood?

3. What is Tormmy's theory about what happened? Why does he believe this
theoryg

4. Why do the neighbors become suspicious of Lesg

5. What waming does Les give to the neighbors2 What do you think he means?

*PLEASE NOTE: Google Docs REQUIRED to edit*




