The Federal Government

New York State Social Studies Framework 4.4a

NYS Social Studies Framework:
4.4 GOVERNMENT: There are diffe

State. The purpose of government is to protect the righ

ed States and New York

of citizens and to promote the common good.

The govemment of New York State establishes rights, freedoms, and respensibilities for its citizens,
4.4a After the Revolution, the United States of America established a federal government;

colonies established state govemments,

o Students will examine the basic structure of the federal government, including the

president, Congress, and the courts.

Materials:

‘Websit

“Government: Why do we have govemment

“The Government of the United States: Thre

“The Government of the United States of An

Ticket to Leave: Three Branches

“The Office of the President of the United 54

“The Office of the President of the United 54

“The Office of the President of the United S

Ticket to Lean ‘Which of the presi

Why?

“The Government of the United States of A

Ticket to Leave: “What is an issue you'd liks

attention?”

“Supreme Court..."” infographic showing the
The Government of the United States: The §

Ticket to Leave: “Why is it important that S

“The Government of the United States of Am

tes used in lessons:
U enate - find your Senators, hit

Lesson #1: Why do we have government? & The Three Branches of the Federal Government

Materials
& “Government: Why do we have government 7™ student text
* “The Government of the United States: Three Branches™ student text.
& “The Government of the United States of America: Three Branches™ & key.
»  Ticket to Leave: Three Branches

Anticipatory Set: Start a discussion about what rules students have at home and at school. Talk about who

creates these rules (parents/guardians, the teacher, the principal). Move the discussion o talking about

Body: Read the “Government: Why do we have govemment?” student text and discuss what the two

documents shown have to say about our government. Have students write their thoughts at the bottom of

the page. Next, read through the information about the three branches at the federal level. Work together
e Branches™ note catcher using the

Lesson #2: The Office of the President of the United States of America

Materials:

“The Office of the President of the United Sates” student reading page.
* “The Office of the President of the United Sates Sorting Tay age.
*  *The Office of the President of the United Sates Sorting Cards™ page & key.
»  Ticket to Leave: “Which of the president’s responsibilities do you think is the most important?

Why?"

Anticipatory Set: Ask the class who
they think his job entails. Be careful
Try to stick to the office, not the per

Body: Read through the “The Office|
the different responsibilities of the py
. Office of the Presiden
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cards to sort under cach tag. A key is}

Closure: Ticket to Leave,

Lesson #3: The Congress

Materials:
* “The Government of the United States of America: The Congress™
* Ticket to Leave: “What is an issue you'd like to bring to your Senator or Congressman’s
attention?”

Websites
Senate - find your Senators, hitps://wwiw senate gov/states/statesmap htm
House of R ives - find your C

i ov/repres: y res v
« U.S. Census 2020: Apportionment of the U.S. House of Representatives map.

hitps:/'www.census. gon y/visualizations/202 1 /dec/2! rtionment-map.html

Anticipatory sct: Review what the legislative branch and the word “representative™. If you have already
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In your own words, explain why we have government.




Supreme Court - The Highest Court in the Nation
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If a person still isn't happy with the court’s decision, she can ask the Supreme Court to review it. The
Supreme Court only hears about 60-80 cases each year.

United States Courts of Appeal - 13 Total
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