Too Many Tamales
Fluency Practice (Page 3)

“This must be it,” she said. “The ring must be in that onel We'll each 15
take a bite. You first, Danny.” 21
Danny was the youngest, so he didn't argue. He took a bite. Notfing. 34
Dolores took a bite. Nothing. Teresa took a big bite. 5till nothing. % was 48

Maria’s turn. She took a deep breath and slowly, gently, bit into 62
mouthful of tamale. 65
Nothing! 66
“Didn’t any of you bite something hard?” Mari: 75
Danny frowned. "l think | swallowed somethj 85
“Swallowed it!” Maria cried, her eyes big ked inside 97

his mouth. 99
Teresa said, "I didn't bite into anythi gk I'm sick.” She 113

held her stomach with both hands. Maria diin’t dar into Teresa’s mouth! 126
She wanted to throw herself ry. The ring was now in 141

her cousin’s throat or worse, hi e world could she tell her 156
mother? 157
“But | have to,” she tHo 163

S5he could feel teg ut as she walked into the living room 178
where the grown-ugé king. 184
They chattefe ' aria didn't know how to interrupt. Finally 196

she tugged he ~ i 201
N Wier mother asked. She took Maria’s hand. 211

eiing wrong,” Maria sobbed. 217

“What? mother asked. 221

Write the number of words you read in the box below for the appropriate day.

Monday Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday Friday




