
THE FALL OF THE

House of Usher
A chronological guided-reading unit for Poe’s difficult Gothic story

8–9 CLASS PERIODS 53 TEACHING SLIDES 18-PAGE STUDENT GUIDE

COMPREHENSION BEFORE INTERPRETATION

Students move through the story chronologically, stop for the 
language that actually blocks understanding, and build toward 
ambiguity, symbolism, and evidence-based analysis after the plot 
is secure.
Editable PowerPoint + Word files • Print-ready PDFs • A/B quizzes • Google Forms-ready 
bank
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BUILT FOR THE HARD PART

Students know what happened before 
you ask what it means.
The 18-page reading guide repeats a predictable rhythm: plot check  →
Poe in plain English  closer analysis  story-so-far recap.→ →

PLOT CLARITY POE  PLAIN ENGLISH→ CHRONOLOGICAL STOPS

Why teachers notice the 
difference:

• Vocabulary support is selective instead of overwhelming.

• Difficult ideas are translated before students analyze them.

• Thematic synthesis waits until students have the whole story.

• A separate Plot Catch-Up page supports absences without spoiling the packet.
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RIGOR WITHOUT THE GUESSING

Analysis grows out of details students 
actually understand.

“THE HAUNTED PALACE”

Literal drawing first; 
metaphor reveal second.

RATIONAL vs. GOTHIC

FINAL EVIDENCE-BASED ANALYSIS

Students revisit the fissure, the Usher family line, Roderick’s fear, the “Mad Trist” 
echoes, and competing natural/supernatural explanations before writing.
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WHAT’S INCLUDED

A complete classroom-ready Usher 
sequence

16-PAGE TEACHER GUIDE A/B QUIZZES + KEY PLOT CATCH-UP SUPPORT

STUDENT + TEACHING MATERIALS

• 53-slide guided teaching presentation

• 18-page chronological student reading 
guide

• 7-page “Haunted Palace” visual close-
reading activity

• 1-page spoiler-separated Plot Catch-Up 
handout

TEACHER SUPPORT + ASSESSMENT

• 16-page teacher guide with exact reading 
anchors

• Page-by-page suggested answers and 
teaching notes

• Two versions of a comprehension quiz + 
answer key

• Google Forms-ready quiz bank CSV

46 printable pages + 53-slide deck

The complete story text is not included. Use your preferred print or digital edition; exact 
opening/closing phrases in the teacher guide make the pacing edition-independent.
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