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Name Date R
* * Rights We Have Toda e
Bm a.u of Bight probects, masy pertiit rrgy.doms_ 37 The Six Goals Different Points of View

The delegates brought different experiences and concerns to the convention.

Here are some of them:

The Preamble shares six important goals.
These are the big ideas the delegates hoped the new government

Name: Dateip it Bey S What it Means

Some delegates wanted a much stronger national
government. They believed the government needed
enough power to solve problems affecting the whole
country. They wanted it to collect taxes, regulate
trade, enforce laws, and protect the nation.

Sh id
Freedom of speech o
respectfully.

b lic
Freedom of religion oot ourownyrsligion |

o The Preamble: | oo sooonison
Freedom of the press News, HJ Date i ]—E as one nation. Other delega‘tes worried about g_iving the national
share government too much power. Americans had recently

The Constitution’s Big Ideas

* ok ok

Make and follow fair laws \‘Eught a war against a powerful king and government.

for everyone.

~

‘k;, The Bill of Rights: T

f;kmf Protecting Our Freedoms  * 1 (A New Beginning e Nare: Dat: ;
A Right to a fuir tril ::;‘v::: } Essential Question: Why did Americans add the Bill of Rights to the Constitution? < :::e:n:::);i\::gexe::;i: t\::l’k at h';,z& The const‘tUtlonal ConventIOn i

delegates had solved big problems.

We need promises
that protect
our freedoms.

Creating a New Plan
*
A Government That Needed Help

The Articles of Confederation gave the United States its
first national government. They helped the thirteen states
work together during and after the Revolutionary War.
However, the government created by the Articles was
intentionally weak.

Protect the country
from attack.

Prtecton i Eni The ¢ n A Promise to the People

unfair They were ready to finish writing

the Constitution.

and unusual punishment y
punis! The Constitution created

a new government for

‘BB Why the Bill of Rights Matter | = U S

Some Americans worried

Before they explain how the
government would work, they
wrote a short introduction.
This introduction is called the
Preamble.

Help the people by supporting
things that improve their lives.

Everything we have learned works together.

that the government Protect our freedoms now
:_ L might become too powerfi and for future generations.
They wanted written

It explains why the Constitution

was written. Congress could make decisions, but it had limited power to

D‘duﬂm of A:\-r.lu ef ert pmmis?s that protected carry th.sm out. It could ask the states for money, but it could
» promis people’s freedoms. F ) not require them to pay taxes. There was no president to lead
L 0_ L ~ ~ 11’ 3 » ) - <Y the national government and no national court system to settle
Americans (& ﬂ)(’ ()[1 e LT, disagreements between states.
e sl o The states also acted Ik t tries than part
indepandence states also ac more like separate countries parts
and oo B Why Was the Government So Weak? of one nation. They sometimes disagreed about trade, money.
have rights. and borders. Because all thirteen states had to approve any
Many Americans were afraid of giving too much UNDER THE AR g change to the Articles, fixing these problems was extremely
*\ power to a naticnal government. They had just THE NATIONAL Roger Sherman of Connecticut had an idea difficult.

S - ‘\\ fought a war against King George lil and did not
* se s want another powerful leader controlling their lives.
L1, Had no president
E._'J— Because of these concerns, the states kept most t© Jead the nation.

of the power for themsetves. The national
government was intentionally made weak.

HOUSE OF
REPEESENTATIUES

that helped solve the disagreement. Many American leaders began to believe that the national

nrvarnmant nesdad haln Thew warriad that the |lnitad Statee

Instead of choosing only one plan,

he suggested a compromise. YT T

Date:
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Congress would have two houses. bopr nation. = DID THE DECLARATION INTRODUCE?
Under the Articles of Confederation, there was — = C ATIO RODUCE?
no presiden: o lac)the nation. Thers s, g % The House of Representatives would [ i —_— % People are born with certain rights. The Declaration
no nannn:tlatﬂn system to settle disagreements be based on population. A Name: Date: srnment :'tates that nannla have rinhte that rannnt he taken awaw
% The Senate would have two | decau
Congress could ask states for money, but it oals. rights  Name: Date:
: senators from every state. ——
could not require states to pay taxes. Congress . * * * * *
could pass laws, but it had limited power to make * Gover p

states follow them.

BN A New Nation Needs a Government

Large states got something

* Solving a Big Problem * |—— = The Declaration of Independence:
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Thess wers not sccidents. Americans believd & In 1776, the colonies declared their independence they wanted. the rig [] []

weak national government would better protect from Great Britain. The Declaration of Independence * * * * ok ok \ * w *
their freedoms and prevent any one person or explained why the colonies wanted to separate : * Goven

group from bacoming t00 powerful from British rule and become a new nation. Small states gat sorathing 1/ ANew Disagreement LARGE STATES SMALL STATES ) to the

Winning independence was an important achievement,
but it also created a challenge. Americans now had
.
to govern themselves. They needed a way to make
n What PrOhlems Dld the Ar1 decisions, solve problems, and help the states work
toaether,

they wanted.

the co .
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Pabad £ nav gousrmmant. Howevs, e & @ * . % Peopl P By the 1770s, many colonists were unhappy with the British government. Colonists believed
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that Britain was treating them unfairly. They were required to pay taxes, but they had no

uld

The Articles of Confederation helped the United State 1 . . | £ BT ¥ I However Was necessary.
get started, but many Americans believed the Under the Articles, the states joined together in a governr

- : 2k i ey probl union called a confederation. Each state remained | - - V'RG'N'A PLAN NEW JERSEY PLAN } ; sho:;ld' le
wernment was oo weak to solve these problems. independent, but the states agreed to work togethe | Make e J while oth
* What should Americans do next? % | on foues that affected the oae nation oo | P b e g AT DID THE DECLARATION DO?

s & & 8 @
E ' w T n w w i Large states Small states Declarine ]  The Declaration of Independence was written mainly by Thomas Jefferson, On July 4, 1776,

Congress. Congress could declare war, make peace, liked this plan. liked this plan. th r C]_AKRAT!-ON | the Continental Congress approved the document.

create treaties with other countries, and manage | ather countries ; :Ion the | A“D‘Enm-“mw I|

land owned by the United States. B - = / _ Each state would ikl nrD AT O
Representation based

approved, ] y War was still being fought. Declare war E | put they still nee be represented in Congress. Many An Luu(umem WOUID Tell DOTN e CoIoNISTs and TNe rest of the Wora wny (Ne Colonies Delleved Incepenaence

The Articles created a national government led by Create treaties with
The Declaration explained why the colonies were separating from Britain. It listed many
= complaints against King George Il and the British government. The document also

For the first time, the new nation had a government | Manage land owned by Iati have one vote in Americans still neec — == | announced that the colonies were ne longer under British rule.

of its own. The Articles of Confederation helped the the United States e on population. Congress, regardless = — r Pl ¥ : 4

states work together during and after the of population. HOW SHOULD THE | == -Ey the D of the colonies declared Ilfwmsel\.-es free and
Revolutionary War. : : = independent states. They would no longer be governed by Great Britain.

@ o * i = One vote for | = The Declaration of Independ did not end the Revolutionary War. Fighting continued for

every state. | saveral more years. However, the documant made it dear that the colonies were fighting
for independence and the right to govern themselves.

| The Declaration also helped unite many colonists around a common purpose. It explained
the principles and beliefs that inspired the struggle for independence and helped gain
support for the American cause at home and abroad,
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Directions: Sort these question cards under the correct founding document header card.
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QUESTION 9

Created the
framework for the
U.S. government.
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Directions: Sort these question cards under the correct founding document header card.
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QUESTION 9
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Directions: Sort these question cards under the correct founding document header card.
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QUESTION 12

Protects freedom
of speech.
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Directions: Use what you learned during this unit to summarize each of the four founding documents.

Write in complete sentences whenever possible.

Building a New Nation: Comparing the Founding Documents TEACHER ~

7 I8

Founding

Document

When & Where
Adopted

Why Written

One Big Idea

Importance

Declaration of
Independence

July 4, 1776
Philadelphia,

Pennsylvania

To explain why the
colonies were breaking
away from Great Britain
and to announce their
independence.

All people have natural
rights, such as life,
liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness.

It declared the United
States a free and

independent nation and
inspired people to fight

for their freedom.

Articles of
Confederation

March 1, 1781
(officially in effect)
Philadelphia,

Pen nsylvania

To create the first
national government to
unite the states during
and after the
Revolutionary War.

The states keep most
of the power; the
national government
is very limited.

It helped the new nation
work together and stay
united during a difficult
time, but it was too
weak to solve problems.

S AR

To create a stronger

A government that

It became the supreme

y,
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QUESTION 1

Is still in
effect today.

i

QUEST ﬁ_ﬁ Building a New Nation: Comparing the Founding Documents g
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Directions: Use what you learned during this unit to summarize each of the four ‘Founding documents.

Write in complete sentences whenever possible.

Founding |When andWherel | e L [

Explained why Confederation

America became
independent.

&@

ol

Constitution

Bill of Rights

A




Date:

E Rgne L. | ¥ ) ¢
%, The Bill of nghts *, th%ﬁsr ﬂ;ﬂ';!"m?mb,e

Protecting Our Freedoms (—/\—) ———— x * X ‘ : .
P —r——" ke 4. 11 W 0 i Preamble Fllp Book Dlrectio@

Directions: Read each situation. TH [ . :
Name: Date: . going to make a flip book to help you
[ Form a e er the important goals in the Preamble w TME PﬁE@M‘LE %

from the Bill of Rights
. A. @ perfect Union
i Constitution.
d
e aans *x The Great Compromise x | -« o o e T
because of her rg[ig]gn_ The ; Solving a Big Problem d SUILD YOUR FLIP BOOK in C'rdgr to Forrn a more perfect U —_—

B. :EEE: Establish Justice ake 5 sheets of white paper. estabhsh Jus{,ce —

school cannot make her take G B
. er to protect —
it off. i f': : Make and follow | P P N NP W

insure domestm Tra.ncluijl't},'

Directions: Use what you learned from the reading to complete the ¢ =
provide for the common defens_e

Noah reads an article in his
a . VIRGINIA PLAN —_—
Dute: promote the general Welfare,

local newspaper about a new .
park being built in the 4 Supported by: Supported by: ] ; ik
: i"d secure the Blessings of Liberty

community. The government

cannot stop the newspaper a & & 5 & & & B o o J to ourselves and our Pos-f -i
itiidiie | # 4
:fo ordain and esta.bhsh this Cﬂl’-stl’cuhun
. . e iy or the United Stqt
a Lily does not want soldiers ] Representation: Representation: - ates of America.

to stay in her house.
Th nt t
= ACPRTEREE SIiE . Ctate Government

[ & THF PREAMRIFE +

amall bakerv. The s
by 7 L~ © and secure the Blessings of Liberty

government cannot take i ]
their property away. i & 0 to ourselves and our Posterity,
e do ordain and establish this Constitution

| |
:‘_l * Why do you think these ri4 for the United States of America.

SHARE AND EXPLAIN!

If the delegates had not agreed on a compromise, what do yo{ g
ﬁ : : 9 Eytih! 9 P ' Yy L g When you are finished, share your
ave happened:! Explain. flip book with a partner. Explain

the meaning of each phrase.

*x W *
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Date

% The Bill of Righ

ﬁ Why did large states su

Date:

* EXIT TICKET

Answer the questions below to show what you learned today.

o What problem did the Declaration of Independence solve?

1 THE RIPASENTATIVES OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
I CENTIAL CONGRERS ARFEMBLID

/

" A DECLARATION

Date:

+* Do you thi

* EXIT TICKET *

Answer the questions below to show what you learned today.
A DECLJ\RATIE?'N
o What problem did the Declaration of Independence solve? e eTES OF AMEAICA.

e What new problem did independence create?

If you were helping lead the new nation in 1776,
what would you need to decide before the country could function?
List at least two things.

to show what you learned today.

k national government?

ment did NOT have

ARTICLES
OF

CONFEDERATION |

AND PERFETUAL U NION
BETWEEN THE STATES,
—OF
AMERICA,

to show what you learned today.

k national government?

Inent did NOT have

Fation solved all

thinking.

—

ARTICLES

[ OF .
CONFE[)ER:\'I'[ON "

AND PERPETUAL UNION
BETWEEN THE STATES,
OF
AMERICA,

Name:

Date:

* FOUNDING DOCUMENTS ASSESSMENT *
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4. Why was the Bill of Rights important to add to the Constitution?
Use details in your response.

Name: Date:

* FOUNDING DOCUMENTS ASSESSMENT *

* K %

Directions: Read each question carefully. Use what you know about the four founding documents
to answer each question in complete sentences unless otherwise directed.

1. Match each founding document with the best description. Write the letter of the correct

description on the line.

2. Which two documents are still in effect today? Explain how each one is still important.

Document 1: Document 2:

How it is still important: How it is still important:

3. Compare the Articles of Confederation and the Constitution. What are two ways they are different?
Use details from what you learned.

Difference 1:

Difference 2:

e ople

ek i bk N ]

tes of America.




	Detailed Lesson Plans Covering All Four Founding Documents
	Informational Texts About Each of the Four Founding Documents
	Review Sorting Card Game Review Organizer
	Guided Practice Student Pages Organizers
	Exit Ticket Formative Assessments
	Summative Assessment with Key

