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The Crimson Tral

Noah adjusted the straps of his backpack as he stepped onto the forest trail, Every fall
he and his grandmather hiked to Eagle Ridge to watch the annual bird migration. It had
become a tradition neither of them wanted to miss.

The path wound through a forest of deciduous trees. Brilliant red, orange, and gold
foliage glowed beneath the morning sunlight, Every gust of wind sent leaves twirling
through the air like tiny dancers.

“Look closely.” Grandma said as they walked. “The forest is changing before winter

arrives.”

Noah nodded. The cooler temperatures made the hike pleasant. Along the trail,
els k rocks carrying

gather acoms
seeds. The forest seomed abundant with life and activity.

As they chimbed higher, the landscape changed. Clusters of evergreen trees appeared
among the colorful leaves. Their deep green needles stood out aganst the bright fall
colors.

After an hour of hiking, they reached a rustic lookout platform overlooking the valley
below. Nosh leaned against the raili i Hundreds of birds
filled the sky.

Large V-shaped formations drifted southward as part of their seasonal migration. The
birds

“They know winter is coming,” Grandma explained. “Scon many plants will become
dormant, and food will be harder to find."

Noah watched as another flock crossed the horizon. *It's amazing how they know
exactly where to go*

Grandma smiled. “Nature has its own calendar. Not long after the fall equinox, these
journeys begin"

As the birds disappeared into the distance, Noah felt grateful for the tradition. The
forest, the birds, and the changing season all seemed connected in ways he was only
beginning to understand.
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What damage did the storm
cause?

What was the goal of the
restoration project”

How did veluntesss help the
Forest recoves?

Wt signs of regeneration
appeared during fall?

Wiat lesson did Harper learn
about conservation?
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Short fiction reading passages The Forest Restoration

In winter, the most powerful storm that Cedar Valley had experienced in years struck
the forest. Hundreds of troes were damaged and fallen branches blocked walking trails,
The storm left large sections of the forest bare.

The residents of the village next to the valley worried about how long it would take for
the enviranment to recover. Ranger Williams had an ide for how the community could
wark together on a forest restaration project, Harper, a thirteen-year-old girl wha loved
exploring the woods, was eager to volunteer,

When fall came around, all the volunteers met in the valley ach Saturday, Students,
lies, and local businesses gathered around the forest to help restore the
environment. They planted native trees, removed weeds, and repaired damaged
habitats,

Engaging morphology reading material

At first, the work seemed overwhelming. Entire sections of the forest needed
rehabilitation. Some areas had last so much vegetation that wikdlife had maved
elsewhere,

However, Ranger Williams encouraged everyone to focus on small victaries
“Every contribution matters,” he reminded the volunteers,

As the weeks passed, signs of regeneration appeared. Mew seediings em erged from the
soil, birds returned to nesting areas, and wildflewers started blooming along the trails,

Harper felt proud each time she visited the site, Even though censervation and caring
for the were d ilities, it was easier when everyane
worked together. The community of Cedar Village was proud to protect the rature
surrounding them.

Fluency passages for older students

One afternoon, Harper paused to admire arow of young trees planted earier in the
season

“They're still small” she said.
“They are,” Ranger Williams replied, *but sustainable change takes time.”

Years later, those trees would provide shade, shelter, and protection for countless
animals.

Looking across the valley, Ha rper smiled. The forest was fecovering and growing
stronger each day,

Unique way to explore etymology
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The Forest Restoration

The Crimson Trail

The Pumpkin Contest

The Forgotten Watchtower

The Hidden Greenhouse

The Autumn Lantern Festival

The Mystery of Maple Hollow

The Legend of the Silver Acorn
The Autumn Photography Chadllenge
e The Fall Journal Adventure
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The Pumpkin Contest (

Word Morpheme Structue

Rool Meaning Orign
) Greek pepon —
pumpkin base word large malon French pompon
» English
preserve pre + serve keep safe Latin
praeservare
bountiful bounti + ful ™ " Old French
generous, plentiful i
bonté
harvest base word gathering erops Old English
harfest
abundant ab +und + ant overflowing Latin abundare
rustic Tust + ic

countryside Latin rusticus
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The Pumpkin Contest

i Answer the ion guestions based on the story.
Quislion Mnswer

‘What event did Ava hope to
win?

How did Ava care for her
pumpkin throughout the

summer?

What details helped create the
fall setting?

what happened during the
Giant Pumpkin Contest?

How does Ava feel at the end of
the story?

bountiful

preserve

orchard

frost

an area where fr

harvest
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Help students

understand word
structure.

Boost vocabulary
and comprehension
skills.

Enhance decoding
and word recognition

ability.
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Word List
Word Morpheme Structure Rool Meaning Orign
S . N mave from one place to T
migration migr + ation Giithe Latin migrare
deciduous de + cid + uous fall down Latin decidere
French
foliage foli + age leaves feuillage, from
Latin folium
; atin
abundant ab + und + ant overflowing Sl
abundare
rustic rust + ic countryside

Latin rusticus

temperature temper + ature E;‘I’ap:gemixture or :-:,::;emm,a
gather base word bring together ggj;ﬁ:isr'
evergreen ever + green always green Old English
dormant dorm +ant sleeping, resting Latin dormire
equinox equi + nox equal night

Latin aequus +
nox




