Human Impact on

Ecosystems Assighment
Ecology Inquiry-Based Project

Inquiry-Based Ecosystem Project
4 Customizable & Device-Friendly

Includes Rubric & Topic Choices
Ideal for Grades 5-9

Teach With
Fergy



Human Impact on Ecosystems

Type: Poster or pamphlet

You will study the impact of a factor related to human activity that threatens the sustainability of a
terrestrial or aguatic ecosystem in your area (City, State, or Province). You will then discus what
has already been done to remedy the problem and what can and should be done in the future to
limit the human impact. To narrow your research, please choose ONE terrestrial or aquatic
ecosystem to focus on.

Issues you could choose from:

1) Urban sprawl and its effects on local (specific) wide life.

2) Invasive species (red slider turtle, zebra mussels, purple | 5 Ic
3) Water pollution

4) Level of heavy metals and decline in large birds

5) DDT and the decrease in fish eating birds

6) Increase in acid rain and its effects on aqual 3| H

7) Mining and its effects on the environ

8) Deforestation

9) Monocultures in forests.
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How this assighment will help your students:

Promotes Real-World Relevance: Students explore current environmental issues
affecting ecosystems, helping them understand science in a real-world context.

Builds Research and Critical Thinking Skills: By investigating a human activity’s
iImpact on ecosystems, students analyze cause and effect, assess evidence, and make
informed conclusions

Develops Communication & Collaboration: Working with partners to present
findings boosts students' oral communication and teamwork skills. Presenting research
encourages them to synthesize complex ideas clearly and effectively.

Supports Inquiry-Based Learning: Instead of receiving facts, students generate
questions, seek answers, and guide their own learning journey—deepening
understanding and retention.

Encourages Responsible Technology Use: With the option to use personal devices
for research or presentation, students practice responsible tech use in an academic
setting—important for digital literacy.

Differentiates Learning:

The choice of topics and open-ended structure lets students explore areas that interest
them, making the assignment accessible across various learning styles and ability
levels.

Prepares for Future Assignments: This kind of inquiry and presentation project
mirrors what students will encounter in middle school, high school, and even post-
secondary education.



Why You’ll Love This

Resource ﬁ%

_ Saves You Time — No Prep - Ready to use in
minutes.

L) Boosts Scientific Literacy — Helps students
strengthen reading comprehension and analysis
skills while covering key engineering topics.

2 Students will define design problems with clear
criteria and constraints, evaluate competing
solutions, analyze test data, and develop models
for iterative testing.
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Get away from tired practices
and unengaged students




Provide a Scientifically-Proven
means of instruction




Incorporate Technology and
Increase Collaboration




