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Improve students” < .
literacy skills

Extremely satisfied - Great
resource to work on student reading
comprehension and it tied into the topic |
was teaching. My students have been
U SR 4 struggling with reading and I've been
pplicability ~ _~&5 e i s 4 incorporating more reading into my lessons.
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THE PROBLEMS YOU FACE

> Limited time to teach scientific NO-PREP - PRINT/UPLOAD
e Questions and Answer Key

I|teracy and Strengthen StUdentS’ « No Prep, Ready-to-Use: Print or assign digitally with

Google Docs, Microsoft Word, and PDF formats for

readlng and analyS|S Sk|"S flexible classroom use
« Includes Varied Question Types: Knowledge, thinking,
> Need mean|n gful exten S|On acuvmes connecting, application, and open-ended questloms
to engage fast-moving learners. - B
> Difficulty creating effective last-
minute sub plans that still support

student learning.




What Will Your

Students Learn?

READING COMPREHENSION
ARTICLE & QUESTIONS

Article with
Comprehension
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e What Is Water Pollution?

o Types of Water Pollutants (Physical, Chemical,
Biological, Radiological)

e Point Source vs. Nonpoint Source Pollution

e Nutrient Pollution

o Algal Blooms and Dead Zones

e Sewage and Germ Pollution

e Lead and Toxic Chemicals

e Sediment Pollution and Erosion

e Plastic Pollution and Microplastics

e Groundwater Contamination

o Effects of Water Pollution on Ecosystems

e Economic and Social Impacts of Water
Pollution

o \Wastewater Treatment

e Source Protection and Water Pollution
Solutions



Your Reading

Water Pollution: Causes, Effects, and Solutions

Water pollution happens when harmful materials get into rivers, |lakes, oceans, wetlands, or groundwater and
make the water unsafe for living things. Polluted water can contain germs, chemicals, plastic, oil, soil, or other

waste. This matters because people and animals need clean water to survive. We use w
growing food, washing, industry, and recreation. When water becomes polluted, it can
ecosystems.

Water pollution is not just one problem. It includes many different kinds of contaminati
Environmental Protection Agency groups water pollutants into four main types: physica
and radiological. Physical pollution includes sediment, which is small pieces of soil that |
Chemical pollution includes substances like fertilizer, pesticides, salt, and heavy metals.
includes bacteria, viruses, and parasites. Radiological pollution comes from unstable mz
radiation. Each kind of pollution affects water in a different way.

Scientists also sort water pollution by where it comes from. A point source is
pollution that comes from one clear place, such as a pipe from a factory or
wastewater treatment plant. A nonpoint source is pollution that comes from
many scattered places. For example, when it rains, water can wash fertilizer,
oil, manure, pesticides, and soil off the land and into nearby streams and
lakes. Nonpoint source pollution is harder to control because it does not come
from just one place.

One commaon kind of water pollution is nutrient pollution. Nutrients like

3 R nitrogen and phosphorus help plants grow, but tc
‘water can cause serious problems. These nutrien'
fertilizers, animal waste, sewage, and stormwate|
many nutrients enter a lake or river, algae can gre
called an algal bloom. Some algal blooms block st
underwater plants. Others can release toxins tha
pets, and even people.

Too many nutrients can also cause dead zones. W\
break them down. During this process, the bacter
water. If oxygen levels drop too low, fish and oth

Comprehension and Extension Questions

cannot survive. These low-oxygen areas are called dead zones. They show how pollution on land can damag
water ecosystems far away.

Another major source of water pollution is sewage and waste that contain germs. Human sewage, animal
waste, and failing sanitation systems can add bacteria, viruses, and parasites to water. If people drink or use
this polluted water, they can get sick. Diseases linked to contaminated water include cholera, dysentery,
typhoid, polio, and diarrheal ilinesses. This type of pollution is especially dangerous in places without strong
wastewater treatment systems.

Toxic chemicals are another serious water pollution problem. Chemici
can enter water from factories, mines, landfills, fuel spills, farms, and

household products. One well-known example is lead. Lead can get in
drinking water when water travels through old pipes or plumbing par
that contain lead. This is especially dangerous for children because ev
small amounts of lead can harm learning, behavior, and development
This shows that water pollution is not only about the water source. It
also happen as water moves through pipes and buildings.

Sediment pollution may not seem as dangerous as germs or toxic chemicals, but it can still cause real dama
Sediment often comes from soil erosion on farms, construction sites, streambanks, and logging areas. Too
much sediment makes water cloudy and blocks sunlight. This can make it harder for underwater plants to
grow. Sediment can also cover fish eggs, bury habitats, and carry other pollutants with it. A muddy stream
after a storm may be carrying much more than just dirt.

Plastic pollution is another growing water problem. Plastic waste
enters rivers, lakes, and oceans from litter, poor waste disposal, and
runoff. Large plastic items can trap or choke animals. Over time,
plastic breaks into tiny pieces called microplastics. These small
particles can move through food webs and may carry chemicals or
germs. Scientists are still studying all of the effects of microplastics,
but they already know that plastic pollution harms wildlife and
ecosystems.

Water pollution can also affect groundwater, which is water stored
underground in soil and rock. Many communities use groundwater for drinking water. People sometimes th
groundwater is naturally protected, but pollutants can seep down into it. Fertilizers, septic system leaks, roi
salt, mine drainage, and chemical spills can all contaminate groundwater. This kind of pellution can be very
hard to clean up because it may remain underground for a long time.

How Pollutants Reach Groundwater

The effects of water pollution are environmental, economic, and social. Pollution can kill plants and animals,
damage habitats, reduce biodiversity, and upset food webs. It can also make drinking water treatment more
expensive, close beaches, hurt tourism, and damage fishing industries. In many places, poorer communities
are affected the most because they may not have strong infrastructure or enough resources to fix the problem
quickly.

Solving water pollution means both preventing pollution and cleaning it up. Wastewater treatment plants help
remove germs and waste before water is released. Farmers can reduce runoff by using fertilizers more
carefully and planting buffer strips near waterways. Communities can replace lead pipes, improve stormwater
systems, protect wetlands, and reduce plastic waste. In the end, protecting water at the source is often easier
and cheaper than trying to fix pollution later. Clean water is a shared resource, and protecting it is everyone’s
responsibility.

Reading Comprehension Questions
1. What is water pollution?
What are the four main types of water pollutants named in the reading?
What is the difference between a point source and a nonpoint source of pollution?
What is nutrient pollution?
What is an algal bloom?
What is a dead zone?
Why is lead in drinking water dangerous for children?
How can sediment pollution harm water ecosystems?
What are microplastics?
10. Why is it often better to protect water at the source than clean it later?
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Extension Questions
1. Research a real case of water pollution. What happened, and what were the results?
2. How does a wastewater treatment plant help reduce water pollution?
3. Why are wetlands helpful in protecting water quality?
4. Research one way farmers can reduce fertilizer runoff.
5. Find out what your local water system tests for in drinking water.

Google Access

Thank you for your purchase. Clicking the link ==
button below will automatically create a copy of

your resource inside your Goegle Drive. You'll M

find the file inside the ‘Shared with me’ section

on the left side of your Drive.

Important: Before you click, make sure you're signed in to
the Google account you'd like the resources placed into. If
the resources are added to the wrong account, simply sign
out and then into the correct one and repeat the process.

Click here to place a copy

directly into your Google
Drive Account
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Reading Comprehension Questions - Answer Key

1.

W

b B S

10.

Water pollution is when harmful materials get into water and make it unsafe for people, animals, or
ecosystems.

The four main types are physical, chemical, biological, and radiological pollution,

A point source comes from one clear place, like a pipe. A nonpoint source comes from many scattered
places, like runoff after rain.

Mutrient pollution is when too much nitrogen and phosphorus enter the water.

An algal bloom is when algae grow very quickly in water.

Adead zone is an area of water with very low oxygen where many aguatic animals cannot survive.
Lead is dangerous for children because even small amounts can harm learning, behavior, and
development.

Sediment pollution can make water cloudy, block sunlight, cover fish eggs, bury habitats, and carry
other pollutants.

Microplastics are tiny pieces of plastic formed when larger plastics break down or when very small
plastic particles enter water directly.

It is often better to protect water at the source because prevention is usually easier, safer, and cheaper
than cleaning pollution later.

Extension Questions - Answer Key

1

Answers will vary. A strong answer should name a real event, explain what caused the pollution, and
describe at least one effect.

A strong answer should explain that wastewater treatment plants remove solids, germs, and waste
before water is released back into the environment.

A strong answer should explain that wetlands slow water down, trap sediment, and help remove
nutrients and pollutants.

Answers will vary. A strong answer should describe a real method such as buffer strips, cover crops, or
careful fertilizer timing.

Answers will vary by location, A strang answer should name some common tested substances such as
bacteria, lead, nitrate, copper, or other chemicals.

Answer Key
Included




Upgrade to the 6th, 7th, and 8th

Grade Reading Mega Bundle

Includes over 115 readings for students in grades 6, 7, and 8. The 6" 7t 8" Grade Reading
bundle covers all science topics and will save you over 75%. Mega Bundle
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Extremely satisfied - So many comprehensive readings for all ol e
science fields. PDF and DOCX versions included so they can be edited if needed. _

Each one includes short answer questions at the end, the first set are easy to find C|i0k tO
the answers to in the readings, the second set require a bit more critical thinking.

|
Includes an answer key. Great to use to fill in time or for sub plans. ,’ learn more!
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Comprehension-Article-Question-MEGA-Bundle-6th-7th-8th-Grade-4033846
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for your interest _
in this resource! Teach With Fergy

| am a real person and If
you have any guestions,
suggestions, or concerns,

please reach out. \’
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