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Lesson #5: Resources Extracted from the Earth in New York State
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New York State has many natural resources that people use in their everyday lives.

Natural resources are things that come from the earth and are used by people. They are n
made by humans. Some natural resources can be used over and over again, like water, trees,
and soil. These are called renewable resources. Other resources can run out if we use them t
much, such as oil, natural gas, and minerals. These are called nonrenewable resources. New
York State has many different natural resources because it has forests, rivers, lakes, farmlang
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and access to the Atlantic Ocean.
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Land Use in New York State

‘What Is Land Use?
Date: _

Land use means how people use land. People can use land in many ways. Some land is used for

farming, some for homes and cities, and some is left natural, like forests and wetlands. Land use

What Is a Land Use Map?

nature share the land.

Date:

Other Natural Resources Extracted from the Earth in NYS

New York State has many v{
are used to build homes, mak

" Sand & Gravel

Name:

Oil and Gas Wells in New York State

New York State has oil and natural gas deep underground. To get these resourc
gas wells. A well is a deep hole drilled into the Earth so oil or gas can be brought s
Workers use special machines and tools to drill and manage these wells.

Most of New York’s oil and gas wells are located in the western part of the state
found in counties such as Chautauqua, Cattaraugus, Allegany, and Erie. Some wel
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can change when people build towns, plant crops, or protect nature.
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Important Minerals of New York State

New York State has many different rocks and minerals. A mineral is a natural substance found in the
ground. To use minerals, people must first get them from the Earth through a process called mining.
Mining is when workers dig into the ground or break rocks apart to remove minerals. Miners use tools
and machines to safely collect minerals from underground or from the surface of the land. Many of the

help people every day.

te (Salt)

A land use map is a special kind of map. It shows how different parts of land are used. Colors
and symbols help show what is on the land. For example, one color might show forests, and
another color might show cities or farms. Land use maps help us understand how people and

Wildlife in New York State

Livestock and Wildlife: What's the Difference?

Animals live in many different places, and people use special words to describe them. Two of these

words are livestock and wildlife.

Sphalerite (Zinc) Sphalerite (Zinc)

ey * o Y Sphalerite is the main mineral used to get zinc. It
5 / can be yellow, brown, or black. In New York,
' sphalerite is found in the Adirondacks and

Catskills.
Uses:
Zinc is used to make brass when mixed with
copper. It is also used for nails, pipes, coins,
fireworks, and medicines.

Dolomite
Dolomite is a pale rock that looks similar to
limestone. It is found all over New York State and
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Why Minerals Matter

Minerals help us every day. They are used to build homes, make tools, create roads, and even help food
taste better, New York State is important because it has many valuable minerals that people use all around
the world.

Mining minerals is also an important part of New York's economy. The economy is how people earn
money by working and selling goods. When minerals are mined, they create jobs for workers such as
miners, truck drivers, and factory workers. The money earned from selling minerals helps support towns
and communities across New York,

Because New York has many valuable minerals, the state plays an important role in providing materials
for roads, buildings, tools, cars, electronics, and clothing. Minerals help New York's people, businesses,
and economy grow and stay strong.
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Lumbering in New York State: Past and Present

Lumbering Long Ago

Long ago, most of New York State was covered with thick forests. When people first settled in New

York during the 1700s and 1800s, they depended on trees to survive. Lumbering became one of the most
important early industries.

People cut down trees to build houses, barns, fences, roads, and ships. Many trees were also cut to
so large areas of
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only some trees are removed. This allows younger trees to keep growing and forests to stay healthy. New
York still has many forests today, showing that trees can be used wisely and protected at the same time.

Most lumber in New York comes from upstate regions, especially the Adirondack and North Country

region, the Catskill Mountains, central and western parts of the state. These areas have large forests with
trees such as maple, birch, beech, pine, spruce, and hemlock. Many forests are owned by families or
private landowners who work with foresters to manage the land carefully.

‘What New York Lumber Is Used For
Lumber from New York is used to make many everyday items, including:

Houses, schools, and other buildings
Furniture like tables, chairs, and cabinets
Wood floors and doors

Paper, cardboard, and boxes

How Lumbering Affects New York's Economy

The lumber and forest products industry is important to New York's economy:. It provides jobs for
thousands of people, such as loggers, drivers, mill workers, foresters, and people who make wood
products. Lumbering helps support rural communities and brings money into the state.

By using forests responsibly, New York can protect nature while still providing wood products and jobs
for the future.
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Wildlife in New York State Vocabulary A, Name:
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The work of cutting down trees
for wood products. Name:

Sawmill

Natural Resource
-

A place where logs are cut Animals that live on a farm
into boards. 3
that are raised by people.

Habitat

Something found in nature
that people can use.

Digging into the Earth
to take out minerals « rocks.

A large open pit
where stone is mined.

A thick liquid used to
make fuels and plastics.

Sand & Gravel
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Uncover New York State’s Resources by following the directions below.
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+ 1 piece of 12 x 18 construction paper
¢ scissors,

Census livestoek . Economy Extraction . alrulen

used in construction. and groundwater.

Name: ) } - = A

The system of jobs, Taking resources out
businesses, and trade, of the Earth.

Name:

Natural Resources Vocabulary

oL e

part of the folded paper.

A pliex wiers i Step 3: Carefully cut a slit
where bninesses and pg starting from the outside
i borrow Moy,
edge to the fold along the

Business lines you measured out.

Step 4: Carefully cut out
each resource tag. Glue
one tag on each of the

An crgarization when flaps you created.

peope sell goods. or
servicel to esrn mon

Step 5: In the lined boxes
on the next page, write
information about New
York’s resources that go
with each tag lavbel on the
flaps.

g Loper st s iserr g | S
Land used to grow crops Items people buy and use. Goods Something made from a natural Wood that comes from trees
or raise animals. are made from natural resources. resource that can be used by people. and has been cut into baands for building.

Economy i Transportation Protection
A place where people buy A path ships o trovelers
and sell stocks ¢ b i goodi fir - s S

o 0 e g o ! Mg N e s l e (v) W e q Step 6: Cut out and clue

S : = mlE “ = ~ B\ e the lined boxes with your
! . text under the correct flap.

Jobs that help peaple, such as The way goods or people are Keeping something safie from
sell goods and services, transportation ar energy work. maved from one place to another. hare or being used up.




Name:

Date:

Banking and Finance Cause & Effect

Cause

New York City has an excellent
natural harbor.

Trade in New York City and State
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Lumbering in New York State: Past and Present

1. What is lumbering?

4. What problems happened when too many trees were cut down?

5. How do foresters help protect forests today?

6. Do you think lumbering can be both helpful and harmful? Explain your answer using examples
from the text.

7.Why did New York City’s location help it become a center for banking and finance?
A. It had large areas of farmland nearby
B. It was close to forests and mines

C. It had access to the Atlantic Ocean and a natural harbor

Date:

New York State’s Natural Resources, Farming and Fiance

Directions: Circle the best answer.

1. Which of the following is a renewable natural resource?

A. 0il
B. Natural g

C. Trees
D. Minerals

2. Which resourc
A. Water
B. Soil
C. Sunlight
D. il

e
New York State has many resources that are extracted from the earth. List three

below, and tell how they are useful.
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A. Wildlife
B. Livestock
C. Predators
D. Endangerd

6. Why is wildlife|
A. Wildlife c4
B. Wildlife h
C. Wildlife rg

New York State has many resources that are extracted from the earth. List three
below, and tell how they are useful.

D. Wildlife is
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