
THE GREAT GATSBY

WHO GETS IN?
A pre-reading simulation about money, status, and belonging

Students enter the simulation with different levels of money, family 
name, connections, education, and reputation. They make one 

upgrade, move through five social doors, and see which advantages 
actually open them.

6 PROFILES 5 ROUNDS 22 PAGES 25–35 MIN

Actual resource pages shown throughout this preview.



HOW IT WORKS

PREDICT • REVEAL • COMPARE
Students make a call before they know what each gatekeeper values.

Every group plays the same five rounds, but the profiles do not start with 
the same advantages. The record page keeps prediction and outcome side 

by side so the debrief has something concrete to work with.



THE STARTING POINT

SIX FICTIONAL SOCIAL PROFILES
Students are not asked to invent race, gender, or ethnicity for the profiles.

Each profile has its own mix of advantages. Before Round 1, students may 
raise one rating by a single point. Sometimes that upgrade changes an 

outcome. Sometimes it does not.



THE FIVE ROUNDS

A SOCIAL DOOR, THEN THE RULE
The class predicts before seeing which ratings matter.

The Club List A Reveal The Next Invitation

The other rounds are The House on the Water, The Dinner Table, and The 
Position. Access shifts because each gatekeeper values a different mix of 

money, reputation, connections, education, and family name.

FULL = 2 LIMITED = 1 NO ACCESS = 0



AFTER THE ROUNDS

COMPARE THE PATTERNS
The point is not who “won.” The point is which advantages the system kept 

rewarding.

Students first debrief the simulation itself. After reading the novel, they 
return to the model and decide where it fits Fitzgerald’s social world—and 

where it was too simple.



TEACHER SUPPORT

TWO PACING OPTIONS
Use the 25-minute version or the full 35-minute simulation.

Includes
• 22-page complete 
resource

• 16-page student 
materials file

• 5-page teacher guide

• Editable PowerPoint + 
PDFs

Suggested Grade 
Range: 9–12

25-MINUTE OPTION
3 ROUNDS
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