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Thank you so much for your purchase!

| hope this set of narrative writing & revision task cards will come in handy or your students
will help your upper elementary or middle school students develop a strong
prewriting through revision. Use the task cards in centers for stud«

activities.

The turquoise blue set of task cards are designed to helr
be used alone, or in conjunction with the included trifola
complete a task, they add the information directly
refer back to during the drafting process. These pre
a good start, which will cut down on the anmount of re

The purple set of task cards are desizncd to be u
use a couple of il

revision and editing stages. You
their writing, use them as a scoot, or tur

If you have any questions, cerns, or sugge
iteachiwrite@yahoo.com.
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| Teacher Tips: Pre-writing Task Cards

I TO PREPARE YOUR MATERIALS:

I 1. Print and cut apart the task cards. If possible, print on card stock and either laminate them or cover with i ne ar contact paper.
2.Print the trifold pages, if desired. | recommend printing them double-sided to save paper.
3. Students will fold their trifold pages into a table tent. As students complete tasks or visit centei: ‘can complete € ion of the

trifold.

|
I PRE-WRITING TASK CARDS/CENTER ACTIVITIES:
I 1.Research: Think about what topic your students will be writing their story about. an be ¢ ¢ they have already studied, or a topic they
want to study. Pull out research materials for easy access. Students can review thei S s, anchor charts, or consult books or videos
I about that topic. Give your students time to find facts or details they we ) include i own stori
I 2.Setting Development: Students think through and sketch out the setting | 2ir story & ng the e A Setting Map task card and the
Setting Map parts of their trifold. For this center or task, students / want > colored i design their setting.
I 3.Character Development: In this station or center, students will de n their ¢ ters, thin about what they characters wants and what
I is getting in their way. | recommend providing students with access uilding m 1ls such as playdoh, modeling clay, puppetry materials,
art supplies, wikki stix, pipe cleaners, plastic spoons, or !2gos.
I 4.Character Traits: While students build, they should a ct 1 posit nd 1 negative character traits. How will these traits be shown to the
I reader through the character’s words, thoughts and actic
5.Conflict Development: In this task, students Hink about w all heir main character has and how the problem will get solved.
I 6.Word Bank: Students will create a list of 2 rds they can usein U If you have access to vocabulary or spelling word cards, pull
I those out so students can sift through elect the words they want (o use.
I 7.Sensory Details: Students identify what hara ; might see, hear, smell, taste or touch. I like to use a Mr. Potato Head in this center. It
helps kids really think through the 5 senses
I 8.Dialogue: Prep this station v ‘notes ¢ ~index cz .0 that students can write out at least 5 lines of dialogue. Remind students that
I characters may lie when 1 spea t their ti fs ¢ ivate and always the truth. Students should also consider what emotions their
characters have and fi /ays to SHOW this, rathc [ELL this.
I 9.Lesson or Moral of the " In thi - or task, students will think about what lesson their main characters learns through the course of
I the story. The worksheet | st ihle lessons to select from.
10. Story Tellir hould b tast task before students actually begin their first draft. Students will partner up and verbally tell their story.
I Their pa sare k quest or give suggestions for improvements.
I 11.Grea2! :ning Line “this cen task, your students will need to analyze the way different authors start their novels. Gather your favorite
books slace th 'n this center/station. You’ll notice that some authors start by introducing the character’s thoughts and emotions about
I their dai S jump right into dialogue or show a hint of the conflict. Some establis the setting and time period. There are lots of
I different w start off a story. This center asks your students to do a bit of analysis, then pick one sentence to use as a mentor sentence for
their own sto
I 12.4 Blank Task Ca r Teacher Use
|
L
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Teacher Tips: Revision Task Cards

The revision task cards are meant to be a mix-and-match kind of activity. Once you have prepa ur carcs for use, pull out
the revision/editing tasks that are most appropriate for your students based on the kinds of err y e,

REVISION TASK CARDS/CENTER ACTIVITIES:

1. Capitalization Tasks (4): pronoun |, proper nouns, first word of a sentence .S, seasons, the, days of the week.

2.Punctuation Tasks (4): punctuation at end of sentences, correct run-on:, replace and, dialoge tes.

3.Comma Rules (8): compound sentences, complex sentence, tag questi nposi , introductory clause/phrase, direct
address, commas in a list, commas between adjectives.

4.Dialogue Rules (4): quotation marks around speech, new parag 1 foranc eaker, ¢ .a placement in dialogue,
punctuation inside quotation marks.

5. Sentence Fluency (3): first word of sentence variety, coinbine shoi itences ¢ . apart long sentences, read aloud for
fluency.

6.Spelling (1): ID misspelled words and fix.
7. Add Details:

a.Sensory Details (4): smell, hear, see, touch.

b. Add Adjectives (1)

c.Add Adverbs (1)

d.Add Transition Words (1)

e.Add Figurative Language (1)

f.Add Weather Detai'

g.Add Character Thoughts (.

h.Add Dialogue (

i.Add Emotions (1,

8. Word Cho sks (4) d “to be S, replace vague nouns, replace vague verbs, replace 10 boring and
overused/repe S WOI
9. Or zation T¢ (4): timc¢ & transition words, revise the introduction, revise the conclusion, stretch out 1 moment in
time skip the boring stuff.
10. Charac raslks (4): GMC: Goal, Motivation, Conflict, character traits, character dialogue tips, adding in extra details.

11.4 Blank 1< ‘ards for teacher use.

r_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—
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| CREATE A SETTING MAP |
I

| Where will your story take place? |
Draw a quick map of the setting. |

Also consider the following:
What year is it? What season is it? |
What’s the weather like?

\

—_— ‘_I

ONFLICT DEVEL CPMENT |

O

=

hat is the main problem inthe

story? What steps will the main

ake to unsuccessfully

solve this problem? In the

v will the problem finally
be solved?

@)
DN
Q
=
Q
j

try
end, I

~——
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

'CHARACTER DEV LOPMENT
|

| Build your cast ¢f characters.
Who is your story about?
| What do (hey want?

) \'hy do they want it?
v What c standing in their way?
| ‘Who ©seis in the story?

L .

i CHARACTER TRAITS

Select 1-2 character traits for

| your main character(s).

| What will your character say,

think, or do that will show
these character traits?

L




WORD BANK |

Brainstorm and write down a list of |
20 vivid words you can use in your
story. These words can be about
the character, setting, or conflict. |
Then explain to a friend how and
where you will use each word.

\

—_— ‘_I

LESSON LEARI'FD OR |

MORAL OF [ HE STORY

What lesson coes yvour
main character need to
learn 2bout life? How will
they earn this lesson?

———————————-

A

L .

-

RESEARCH

What topicaray vriting
aboul? Review voui notes,
books, or videos about your
topic. List 5 facts you can
Inclucle in your story.

DIALOGUE

Use sticky notes or index cards to
write out a conversation that will
take place during your story.
What might your characters say,
think, and feel (emotions)?




PLOT ORGANIZATION

What happens in the beginning,
middle, and end of the story?

| Beginning: Introduce the main character, setting,
|and problem.
Middle: The character tries & fails to solve the
problem.
I End: The problem is solved, the lesson is learned.

STORYTELLING

Pair up with 2 frienc. Show off t!
details of your ctory table tent as you
tell your classmate all avout your
storv!inc. What ideas do they have for
you (hat can make youi story better?
What paris were they confused by?
What ¢uestions did they have?

~————
|
|
|

—_— ‘_I

|
| Write alist of everything your
characters might seg, hear,
smell, taste, or touch during
' vour story. These small details
elp 0ring your story to life.

5 SENS'S

|
|
L_

| GREAT OPENING LINE

|Read just the first sentence of several

| different novels. How did the authors

start their books and hook their

| reader? Did they start with dialogue?
A hint of conflict? Select your

| favorite first sentence and try writing

|one just like it, but for your own story. |

]
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| CAPITALIZATION TASK | CAPITALIZATION TASK |
Search for the pronoun I. Tap the first woird of each

L f you used a lowercase |, senterce. Each sentence should |
‘ capitalize it. art with a capial letter.
|

Example: \ Example:
| know I should capitalize the pronoun I. h This is a sentence.

”‘AMZ ] \
CAPITALIZATIC N TASK CAPITALIZATION TASK

Capitalize the title of your story
along with any months, holidays,
and days of the week.

8

y 4

lA‘..

or the names of places.
‘Narr s should ke capitalized.

I
‘ Underline character naimes
I

X «

Example:

Diary of a Wimpy Kid book.

Example: On Saturday, | reread my favorite
My cog’s name is Tilly.
y By . S . y &y . S .




PUNCTUATION TASK |

Read your writing aloud one
sentence at a time. Each |
sentence should end with a |
punctuation mark.

Example:
| love my dog. Do you have a dog?

‘_I

PUNCTUATION TASK

Highlight every puri
Do you see any super \ong senteinces
without any punctuaticn?” Break
these run-oi into smaller sentences.

Jation mea

Exariple of arun-on sentence:
Tilly loves getting snacks she always

wants to cat she also sleeps a lot.

————=
|

PUNCTUATIO N TASK

Circle each time you used the
word ana. Cover up eacn and.
| Could vou u neriod or
‘na there instead?

) ~C

v

xample:
| love dogs(2nd)l love playing the piano
L ¢ I love to write short stories.

| PUNCTUATION TASK

Look for character dialogue
or quotes from a text. Did
| you use quotation marks?

| Example:
According to National Geographic Kids,
“One million Earths could fit inside the

—

— R — RS — — S—
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I COMMA RULES COMMARULES

Use a comma and a conjunction u To add axtra wiformation
| tocombinetwocomplete | | aboutacharacter, you can

_if

4 4 8

sentences together to make a inceirt the extia info and set
I compound sentence. T with commas.
Example: Example:
ove singing, but | also like writing s’rorles 2, my best friend, waved hello.
COMMA RL ES COMMA RULES !

| | | |
L e\ 1L e with
‘ ITyou staggpsegenc ‘ If you add a question on
|

an introductory phrase or

clause. add a comma. | at the end of a statement,
use a comma.

Examples: |

No, i con’t like anchovies. Example:
We[[ | pre er chocolate ice cream. You know all the comma rules, don’t you"




F AW o W
I COMMARULES

Use commas batween

F_l_a__ —
I COMMA RULES

When you are directly
| addressing someone, you put | =~ | multiple adjectives

‘ a comma after their name. U

| | \ xample:

4 4 8 _‘

Example: . he beautifui, long-haired dog wagged
Sara, can you come here please? h i1is fail when | stopped to pet him.

?’“\

‘ COMMA RL ES COMMA RULES

|
‘ If you starta complexsenience ‘ If you write a list of words or
with an depencent clause, phrases, use commas to

|
‘| addacomma. i II separate them.
. I I

Example:

Examples
Even though ! love pizza, | don’t want Today we have to pack for our trip,
to eat it every single day. go to the store, and stop by the bank.
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I DIALOGUE RULES

Look for character dialogue. Did When a new person speaks,
lyou use quotation marks around! = | startanicw oaragraph.

‘ the part they said out loud? U
Example:

| | - “Want to hang out tonight?” Sam asked
Example: \ or » way 110 /1ie from school.
“Hey"’ Bob shouted at the startled bear. 2’'t,” | explained. “I’'m grounded.”

(I‘l_f ?’“__

DIALOGUE RULES DIALOGUE RULES

—_ AW _ o ‘__‘
DIALOGUE RYULES I

4 4 8

| |
CheckaI’C’ imas. Writers use ‘ Punctuation marks g0|nS|de
|

acommaio scpaiale the | the closing quotation marks. |

dlalr* Je tag from the dialogue.
._‘xamples Example:

Sam said sadly, “No, | didn’t get the job.” |

“I don’t like peas,” Bob said.
Bob said, “l don’t like peas.” f
“I don t like pcas,” Bob said, ° or broccoll 7




SENTENCE FLUENCY

Say just the first word of every
sentence aloud. If most of your
sentences started with the same
word, revise some of your sentences.

Example:
Instead of: He walked to the park alone.
| Try: All alone, he walked to the park.

SENTENCE FLUENCY

Read your story aloud. Where cid
you stumble o yvour words or have
trouble reading? 'f something
'swrong, fix 1t Stop as soon
as ycu find a mistake and fix it.
Then keep reading.

n
@)
C

o———a
|
|
|

\

‘_I

T
|
l

-

| check on your writing. If your story

| check the correct spelling for each

SENTENCE FL JENCY

Are most of vour ceniences short?
Combina scime ol vour sentences
nto alonger, 1plex one.

Arc they al! long sentences?
Rreak 2nar. some of them into
shiorter sentences.

SPELLING

If your story is typed, run spell-

Is handwritten, circle any words
you think are misspelled. Then

word in a dictionary, word wall, or
with a friend.




The faint smell of smoke set

old floorboard creaked beneath my
warning bells off in her mind. |

=t, breaking the eerie silence.

| I R
i ADD SENSORY DETAILS | I ADD SENSORY DETAILS
I What is something your | | What is sornathing vour
Icharacter can smell? Add this| | character can hear? Add this
| detail as a new sentence. cerail 25 a new sentence.
I )
I Example: | xample:
|
I

=

A -
] Y | |
I ADD SENSORY U ETALS | ADD SENSORY DETAILS
| I
|  Whatis comething yc What is something your
I character can see? Add this I character can touch? Add
I detall as 2 new sentence. | this detail as a new sentence.
I Example: |
| ple: .
| | watched 2s Mrs. Lee’s eyebrows | Example:

| _furrowed and dipped into a frown. | Lgripped my purse tighter, ready to run.
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| ADD ADJECTIVES | ADD ADV(BS |
Describe a noun (who, what, Describe HOV/ someone did i
| where) in more detailby | = | something by adding anadverb |

‘ adding adjectives. U fo Lhe verbin the sentence.
I | |

Example:
The teacup-sized, black dog let outa | Example:
o rocious bark. h The cirl bravely stood up to the bully.

& . N Q’“‘

DD TRANSITION WO DS ADD FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE

I I
‘ Transition words help keep Where can you add a comparison
I

like a simile or a metaphor? Can |
you add hyperbole, alliteration, or
onomatopoeia?

the timeline cleai in a story.
Wheire canyou add a new
‘ transition word or phrase?

&

Example: Example:
After schoo(, | went to soccer practice. Her smile was as bright as the sun.




ADD WEATHER DETAILS I

Even if your character is indoors,
you can add weather details that
help us know when the story
takes place.

Example: |
The storm roared outside as a sudden I
gust of wind caused the lights to flicker.

N

ADD DIALOGUE

Look for oprnorturnitias foi vour
characters to sprak. They can tak to
other characters or themselvas, like a

pep talk. Scmatimes characters even
lie. {7 vou don't have dialogue, add 3
line dialogue to your story.

Example:
“Think positive,” | said to myself.

-

| ADD CHARACTER THOUGHTS
|

Readers want to xnow what your

I . R :
main character ready Lhinks

| ahouttheirs.

; character thoughts.

A

I —xample:
| St heing such a scaredy cat, | scolded
|_mysel’, but | couldn’t force my feet to go.

|
I
|
I
|
on. Add 2-3 |
I
I
I
I
I
I

| ADD EMOTIONS

J What emotion is your character

| feeling? Add a new sentence to either
show their emotions through facial

I expression, posture, dialogue, or

I character thoughts.

I Example:
L My stomach churned with guilt.




WORD CHOICE TASK | | WORD CHOIC= TASK

Highlight the following words: ¥} Find 5 vague cormon nouns

am, is, was, were, are | ~ ltorenlace with more specific
Can you replace some of these | nroper nouns

words with more active verbs? )

Examples: | i «ample:

The pie is delicious.—¥The pie tastes delicious. ! fter schoot, we went to the Store-;

He was walking away. ===p He walked away. | L 2r school, we went to Walmart.
I - |
I WORD CHOIC: TASK | WORD CHOICE TASK
I Find 5 vague verb | Replace 10 boring or
I to replace with more | overused words with
| vivid verbs. | vocabulary words or words
| from the thesaurus.
I Example: I
| We toclc 2 walk around the park. | Example:
L

We strolted through the park. | was so happy. — |squealed in delight.




ORGANIZATION TASKS |©| ORGANIZATIC ! TASKS

The sequence of events in a story |
should unfold in a logical way. Use a
timeline and/or transition words to |
make sure everything happens in the |

correct order.

| Rereac vour introcduction or
beginning o the story. Lid you

intfrocuce vour i ~haracter, the

y seiiing, andthe conilict/problem?

Example:

|
Before bed, Bob practiced his dance routine |
one more time before tomorrow’s talent show. L

ORGANIZATION TASKS 1 ORGANIZATION TASKS

Reread your ctory ending. s the | Good writers stretch out one moment in
problem solved? ‘AU main time, but they skip all the boring stuff
that doesn’t matter to the plot. Move or
| remove any sentence or detail that is
unnecessary, repetitious, or off topic.
| Only keep details that are important to

the conflict or show character traits.

charac arn somethiing about
thermselves or life?

Example:
My parents were right. Trying something |
new helped me make new friends.

— AL Rl S B

-




CHARACTER TASKS

What does your main character want (GOAL)?
Why do they want it (MOTIVATION)? What is
standing in their way (CONFLICT)? Can you
make these more clear in your story?

Example:
|This year, | was going to win that talent show and
|the prize money so | could finally attend summer
|music camp. The only person standing in my way
was my mortal enemy, Priscilla Peterson.

CHARACTER [ASK5

dlalc
nc

Read each line ¢
the dialogue
person speaks
fragmernits and slang
changes can you mare to help your
characters sound like real people?

le again. Does
vay a real
s okay to use

|
I
|
I
I
I
I
| dialogue. What

|
|
I
I
-

L& ‘_I

i CHARACTER TASKS

| What kinc of percoi Ir main
character? Are they funny” Musical?
| Kind” A leader? H id you/can you
y Show this 1o your reader? What does
vour main character say or do that
show _ir character traits?

T
|
l

| CHARACTER TASKS

What extra details do we know

| about your main character? How

| do they dress? What do they love?
What do they hate? How do they

| feel about their situation? How do
| they react when things go wrong?

-




