


P L O T T I N G   S O M E T H I N G HOW THE LESSON WORKS

A Close Reading That Starts With the Plot
◆

Students get enough help to follow the house and both takeovers before the lesson 
asks them to explain the story.

1    ORDINARY LIFE FIRST•

The sequence begins with routine, the siblings, the house, and the outside world. Students get 
oriented before the strange part begins.

2    FOLLOW THE TAKEOVER• 3    THEN INTERPRET•

Students reconstruct what actually happens before 
they start explaining why it matters.

Once the plot is secure, they sort what the story tells 
us, what we can infer, and what remains unresolved.
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P L O T T I N G   S O M E T H I N G NEW MAP INTEGRATED

The House, Made Concrete
◆

The revised map makes the front section, back section, and oak door visible 
without pretending Cortázar gives us a blueprint.

ONE POSSIBLE INTERPRETATION — NOT A DEFINITIVE FLOOR PLAN

STUDENTS USE THE MAP TO

 see what the oak door separates•
 shade the back section after the first takeover•
 shade the front section at the end•
 track access rather than memorize architecture•

WHY IT HELPS

The story becomes easier to follow once 
students can picture where the siblings 
retreat and how dramatically their usable 
world shrinks.

The bedrooms are placed on either side of the front living room, following the story’s description. The exact 
architecture remains interpretive.
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P L O T T I N G   S O M E T H I N G STUDENT PACKET

Student Work, Not Just Slides
◆

The packet carries the close reading. Students record what changes, what can be 
proved, and how the two works treat the impossible.

WHAT CHANGES AFTER THE 
FIRST LOSS?

Students notice the strange mix of loss and 
convenience: less space, fewer belongings 

— and less cleaning.

WHAT DO WE ACTUALLY 
KNOW?

A know / infer / cannot prove structure 
keeps the mystery open while still 

requiring evidence.

TWO IMPOSSIBLE HOMES

The comparison asks how people react, 
how much they investigate, and what 
happens when the impossible becomes 

ordinary.

Working pages are built to photocopy cleanly, with generous writing space and a small, unobtrusive maker’s 
mark.
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P L O T T I N G   S O M E T H I N G OPTIONAL MEDIA COMPARISON

“Ice Age” Comes After the Cortázar Work
◆

The episode is used as a comparison, not a substitute for close reading. Students 
watch the people more than the civilization.

WATCH THE REACTION CHANGE THE COMPARISON

Students track disbelief, curiosity, fascination, 
and ordinary behavior returning. The point is 
to notice how their response changes.

The packet asks students to compare how people 
react, how much they try to explain what is 
happening, and how that behavior shapes the 
audience’s response.

The “Ice Age” episode is not included. It contains strong language and should be previewed according to your 
school’s media policies.
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P L O T T I N G   S O M E T H I N G TEACHER SUPPORT + ASSESSMENT

Ready to Run in a Real Class Period
◆

The teacher guide gives pacing, reading landmarks, likely sticking points, 
suggested responses, and a supported five-day route.

COMPREHENSION QUIZ — FORM A

COMPREHENSION QUIZ — FORM B

PACING THAT HAS AN ESCAPE 
ROUTE

Use the four-day core sequence, or 
slow the reading down with the 

supported five-day option.

QUICK ACCOUNTABILITY

Two straightforward quiz forms 
check whether students actually 

followed the story before discussion 
moves deeper.

EDITABLE FILES INCLUDED

PowerPoint and Word versions let you 
adjust pacing, wording, or formatting 

for your own classes.
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P L O T T I N G   S O M E T H I N G FILES + DETAILS

Everything Included
◆

A complete classroom package with editable versions — plus clear notes about what 
is and is not included.

LESSON PRESENTATION

23 slides
PDF + editable PowerPoint

STUDENT PACKET

11 pages
PDF + editable PowerPoint

TEACHER GUIDE

8 pages
PDF + editable Word

COMPREHENSION QUIZZES

A/B forms
PDF + editable PowerPoint

GOOGLE FORMS BANK

10 questions
CSV question bank

START HERE

1 page
Quick file guide

UPDATED SEPTEMBER 2026

New text-grounded house map    clearer pacing    more natural classroom language• •
revised comparison questions    corrected quiz forms•

Good to know: “House Taken Over,” “The Fall of the House of Usher,” and the “Ice Age” episode are not included.
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