THE RAVEN

A focused three-day close reading

Students separate what the raven actually does from what the grieving speaker makes its one
repeated word mean.

THE RAVEN A o
o 2 5 7#

Edgar Allan Poe i {.‘ph!
L‘.P;W_

How much of the horror comes from the ol
raven — and how much from the speaker? ' 1

Grief, repetition, and the changing meaning of
“Nevermore.”

¥

10 LESSON SLIDES 6 PACKET PAGES 2 QUIZ FORMS 7 GUIDE PAGES

A complete small-unit package

Editable PowerPoint lesson slides and student packet « editable Word teacher guide - print-ready PDFs «

Google Forms-ready CSV question bank

Built for high school English classes and about 35 usable instructional minutes per day.
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LESSON SLIDES

One through-line across all three days

The deck pauses the room at the moments worth discussing rather than putting the poem itself on
screen.

event vs. interpretation the questions change two evidence-based readings

Whart happens vs. what it means What does the bird actually do?

ctation shape whar he Enters the room Treats the word as an

Ch chat he asks

How much of the poem’s horro
he

Start with the distinction The bird barely changes

gEL MOTe PErso

The raven’s behavior barely changes. The
s interpretation does.

The questions get more personal End with evidence, not a single answer

The idea students keep returning to:

The raven repeats one word. The speaker changes the questions — and
gives that word more and more authority.
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STUDENT PACKET * 6 PAGES

Read in order. Revisit the same distinction.

Students move through the poem chronologically while repeatedly separating event from interpretation and

tracking how “Nevermore” changes.

Before the Raven

The poemn begins before the bird ever appears. Start with the speaker:
where he is, what he is doing, and what he is trying not to think about.

READ THE OPENING

“Once upon a midnight dreary, while I pondered, weak and weary,
Over many a quaint and curious volume of forgotten lore—"

1. What do we know about the speaker before anything unusual
happens?

2, What details create the mood? Choose two and explain what they make you expect,

WHAT HAPPENS FIRST?

S S— —

between an event and the meaning the speaker gives it. WeTl use that distinction

AL Bt the rinven is al
appearance. Then be

c. Tha speaker smibes a its sericus

THE BUST OF PALLAS

The raven perches on a bust of Palas Ashena.  figure assnciated with
wisdom. Wy o g

“Nevermne a5 5o answer?

Whae the erkes decides bt meara

Enters the ecom and perches

Starys o the bust

Repeats the same word

The bird never changes its answer, The speaker changes the quertions.
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Before the raven appears

The packet is not filler between slides.

What the bird does / what it means

The lasz stanza leaves the Faven in the room and the speaker bersath its shadow, Decide.
haw much power the bird actisally has.

READ THEENDING ———

SHORT RESPONSE

How much of the spealer’s torment cormas from the raven, and how much does ha create
el Lise 2t least two setad frem the poee

EXTENSION iy

Finish with evidence on both sides

It gives students a place to record the reading moves that the discussion keeps returning to.
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TEACHER SUPPORT

The reading map does the pacing work.

Three approximately 35-minute days, with must-do priorities, if-time options, carry-forward notes, and
suggested responses.

Three-Day Reading & Slide Map

hing. Read the poem first at each stopping point; use the slide

Stanzas 1-7 Slides 1-4 i i Stop al

Day 1 — Before the Raven Speaks

of mind and be, ating what actually ha
-4 min
12 min

2-16 min

6-30 min

30-35 min

ents should leave Day 1 knowing the raven has not yet done anything supernatural or threatening.

tion and grief to interpret th .

a at two differen eds and ask how hanges the mood.

Included in the guide

three-day reading + slide map * daily pacing notes * suggested gradebook plan - slide-by-slide teaching notes *
reflection page
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ASSESSMENT + FILES

Two reading checks, a key, and editable files.

The quizzes verify that students read and understood the poem; the analytical work stays in the lesson and

packet.

‘The Raven - Comprehension Quiz - Version A ‘The Raven - Comprehension Quiz - Version B

2. At Daplaring of the poem, what i the
spesher dong?

& Beacieg o bocks Lte s bt

. What mad dees che raven repeatt

The Raven - Quiz Answer Key

VERSION A

1.8 1€ 1A 4B SC 668 T.A B8 5.8 10.C

VERSION B

10 2A LA 4D 5B &A L0 KA SA 1.0

QUIZ A QUIZB

Included files

PowerPoint + PDF lesson slides (10)

PowerPoint + PDF student packet (6 pages)

[

[

® Word + PDF teacher guide (7 pages)

® PowerPoint + PDF Quiz A, Quiz B, and key (3 pages)
[

Google Forms-ready CSV question bank

TEACHER KEY

Please note

The complete poem text is not included. Use the
print or digital edition you already teach.

The CSV is a question bank; it does not
automatically create a Google Form.
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