NARRATIVE WRITING
MINI-PERFORMANCE TASK

The Gold Rugh
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LEVEL A = 291 WORDS

SOURCE #1A: The Golden Fever of 1848

lJanuary 1848, a man named James Marshall was building a sawmill
ar the American River in California. As he looked into the clear water,
saw something shiny. It was gold! Although he tried to keep it a

ret, the news spread like wildfire. Soon, thousands of people from all
>r the world—called Forty-Niners—rushed to California, hoping to

ke it rich.

2 Long Journey

tting to California was not easy. Some travelers spent six months in
/ered wagons crossing dusty plains and steep mountains. Others
k crowded ships around the tip of South America. These journeys
re dangerous. Travelers faced storms, hunger, and sickness. By the
e they arrived, many had spent all their money just to get there.

» in the Diggings

ing was back-breaking work. Miners spent all day standing in icy
d mountain streams. They used metal pans to scoop up dirt and
ter, swirling it around to see if heavy gold flakes stayed at the
ttom. This was called "panning.’

st miners lived in messy "boomtowns” made of tents and wooden
icks. Everything was expensive. A single egg could cost as much as
which was a lot of money back then! While a few people found giant
d nuggets, most miners found very little. They often felt lonely and
ssed their families back home.

LEVEL B = 373 WORDS

SOURCE #1B: The Golden Fever of 1848
In January 1848, a man named James Marshall was building a sawmill near
the American River in California. As he looked into the rushing water, he saw
something glittering on the riverbed. It was gold! Although he tried to keep it
a secret, the news spread like wildfire. Soon, thousands of people from all
over the world—called Forty-Niners—rushed to California, caught up in a "gold
fever.

The Hard Road to California

Reaching the gold fields was a massive challenge. Many families traveled in
covered wagons, facing a 2,000-mile journey across dusty plains and the
steep, snowy Sierra Nevada mountains. Others chose to travel by seq,
spending months on crowded ships that sailed around the tip of South
America. These travelers faced many dangers, including fierce storms and a
lack of fresh food. By the time they arrived, many had spent their life savings
just to pay for the trip.

Life in the Diggings

Once they arrived, miners found that searching for gold was back-breaking
work. They spent from sunrise to sunset standing in icy mountain streams. To
find the gold, they used metal pans to scoop up “pay dirt" from the river
bottom. They would swirl the water in a circle, carefully letting the light sand
wash over the edge while hoping the heavy gold flakes would stay at the
bottom. This was known as "panning.’

Most miners lived in "boomtowns” that popped up overnight. These towns
were usually just rows of canvas tents and wooden shacks built along muddy
riverbanks. Because there were no farms nearby, supplies were incredibly
expensive. In a boomtown, a single egg could cost $1, and a simple pair of
sturdy boots might cost $50! While a few people found giant nuggets, most

_fr __ F a1

INFORMATIONAL SOURCE #1

LEVEL C = 433 WORDS

SOURCE #1C: The Golden Fever of 1848

In January 1848, a man named James Marshall was building a sawmill near the
American River in California. As he looked into the shallow, rushing water, he saw
something glittering on the riverbed. It was gold! Marshall tried to keep the
discovery a secret, but the news spread like wildfire. Soon, thousands of people fr
all over the world—called Forty-Niners—rushed to California, caught up in "gold
fever.

The Hard Road to California

Reaching the gold fields was a massive challenge. Many families traveled in
covered wagons, facing a 2,000-mile journey across dusty plains and the steep,
snowy Sierra Nevada mountains. Others chose to travel by seq, spending months
on crowded, rocking ships that sailed around the tip of South America. These
travelers faced many dangers, including fierce storms and Lack of fresh food. By |
time they finally saw the California coast, many people had used up their life
savings just to pay for the trip.

Life in the Diggings

Once they arrived, the reality of mining was back-breaking work. Miners spent fro
sunrise to sunset standing in icy mountain streams. To find the gold, they used
metal pans to scoop up heavy "pay dirt" from the bottom of the river. They would
swirl the water around in a circle, carefully letting the light sand wash over the ed
while hoping the heavy gold flakes would stay at the bottom. This was known as
panning.

Most miners lived in messy "boomtowns” that popped up overnight. These towns
were usually just rows of canvas tents and rough wooden shacks built along the
muddy riverbanks. Because there were no farms nearby, everything had to be
brought in by wagon, making supplies incredibly expensive. In a boomtown, a sin
egg could cost $1, and a simple pair of sturdy boots might cost $50! This made it
very hard for miners to save money, especially since most of them found only tin
bits of gold dust rather than large nuggets.

DIFFERENTIATED LENGTHS BUT SAME BASIC INFO IN ALL 3 TEXTS!



3 NARRATIVE WRITING PROMPTS

The "Eureka” Moment

e Prompt: Write a story from the point of view of a miner living in a tent city.
ur character has been working hard with a metal pan all day. Write about a
iy when you finally see something "shiny” in the water. Use details about the
tting and the "Life in the Diggings” section.

member, a narrative story should include...

) Opening: Establish the setting and introduce the narrator.

ansitions: Use transitions words to show the passage of time.

urce Details: Use specific facts from the informational text.

Conclusion: A natural ending that wraps up the day's events or the character's
lings.

The Newcomer

The Prompt: Imagine you are a traveler who has just arrived in California after a
long journey in a covered wagon. Write a story about your first day at the
American River. Use details from the passage about the journey and the tools
miners used.

Remember, a narrative story should include...

An Opening: Establish the setting and introduce the narrator.

Transitions: Use transitions words to show the passage of time.

Source Details: Use specific facts from the informational text.

A Conclusion: A natural ending that wraps up the day's events or the character's
feelings.

The Boomtown Merchant

The Prompt: Imagine you own a small shop in a California boomtown. Write a
story about a miner who comes into your shop to buy breakfast. Use details fr
the passage about the cost of items (like eggs) and what life was like in the t«

Remember, a narrative story should include...

An Opening: Establish the setting and introduce the narrator.

Transitions: Use transitions words to show the passage of time.

Source Details: Use specific facts from the informational text.

A Conclusion: A natural ending that wraps up the day's events or the charact
feelings.

Story Title Name

Story Title Name

Story Title Name

PERFECT FOR SBAC TEST PREP!



EXTEND LEARNING WITH BONUS CONTENT!

2 OPTIONAL SOURCES

SOURCE #3: Machines of the Mountains

As the easy-to-find gold in California’s rivers began to disappear, miners

had to find new, more powerful ways to get to the gold hidden deep inside

the earth. This led to the invention of massive machines that changed the

landscape of California forever. While these tools helped miners find more

gold, they also caused great damage to the environment. A
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SOURCE #2: Daily Life in a California Mining Camp

While the promise of gold brought thousands to Californig, life in the mining camps was
far from a fairytale. For the Forty-Niners, daily survival was a struggle that required
strength, luck, and a lot of patience.

A Dangerous Journey

Before a miner could even begin searching for gold, they had to survive the trip to
California. Many travelers took the sea route, sailing thousands of miles around the tip
of South America. These ships were crowded, and food often ran out, leading to
sickness. Others took the overland route in covered wagons. They faced the freezing
temperatures of the Sierra Nevada mountains and the blistering heat of the desert.
Both routes were treacherous, and many travelers never made it to the gold fields alive.

Tools of the Trade

Once they arrived, miners needed the right equipment. The most common tool was the
pan, a shallow metal dish used to wash dirt from gold. However, as easy gold became
harder to find, miners developed more complex tools. They used a "cradle’ or a “long
tom”, which were wooden troughs that helped wash larger amounts of dirt faster than a
single pan could. These tools required teams of people to work together, hauling heavy
buckets of water and dirt from the rivers all day. Standing in the freezing, fast-moving
water meant many miners suffered from illnesses like pneumonia.

Life in the Boomtowns

The towns that popped up near the mines were chaotic places. Since everything was
built quickly, most buildings were made of rough wood or canvas tents. There were very
few permanent homes. Prices for food and supplies were sky-high because everything
had to be shipped in from far away. A pound of bacon could cost more than a miner
earned in a week.

Because life was so expensive and difficult, miners relied on each other. If a miner got
sick, others in the camp would help. Despite the friendship, it was a very lonely life. Most

INFO WRITING PROMPT

Bonus Informational Prompt: A Day in the Life of a Forty-Niner

The Prompt: What was daily life like for a Forty-Niner? Write an informational
essay that explains the experiences of a miner. Use details and examples from
the passage to describe their journey, their daily work, and how they lived in the
boomtowns.

In your article, be sure to:

Maintain a clear focus.
Organize your essay with a cl
paragraphs that group relate
summarizes the information.
Use direct facts, details, and €
Use specific words from the te

Article Title

.

Bonus Opinion Prompt: Chasing Fortune or Chasing Trouble

The Prompt: Based on the article "The Golden Fever of 1848," was the decision |
join the Gold Rush a good choice for most people? Write an essay in which you
state your opinion about whether the risks of the Gold Rush were worth the
rewards. Use evidence from the passage to support your reasons and explain
why the other side of the argument is not as strong.

In your essay, be sure to:

State a strong, clear opinion in your introduction.

Support your opinion with logical reasons based on the provided sources.
Connect your reasons to the text evidence.

Use precise language and transitions

L]

OPINION WRITING PROMPT




SOURCE #1 RESEARCH QUESTIONS  name

1. Based on the text, what was the main reason
supplies in the California boomtowns were so

expensive?

A. The miners were buying up all the food to feed

their families.

B. The items had to be brought in from far away by

wagon.

C. James Marshall bought all the supplies to keep

the gold a secret.

D. The boomtowns were built on mountains, making

them hard to reach.

2. According to the passage, what is the correct

fprocess d miner uses t

A. Stand in the water, s¢
shovel to dig deep ht¢

B. Buy a covered wagol
and look for shiny roc¢

C.Stand in a stream, s¢
swirl it to wash away

D. Build a wooden shac
for the gold to appec

3. How did the Gold Rush change the land and
environment of California? Use details from the text

to support your answer.

Student Response Area:

h

INCLUDES 3 COMPREHENSION
QUESTIONS FOR SOURCE #1

CHOOSE SOURCE DETAILS

Word Bank

Facts | Need to Use

PLAN YOUR STORY

Beginning

USE THE PLANNING GUIDE TO

Middle

"STEAL" IMPORTANT WORDS
AND FACTS FROM THE TEXT,
THEN PLAN OUT THE STORY

End




ORGANIZATION & PURPOSE

HOW WELL DID I TELL MY STORY AND KEEP IT MOVING?

% kk
Expert

*kk
Strong

*k

Getting There

*
Beginning

My story has a clear
beginning, middle, and
end.

I have a beginning,

middle, and end, but

some parts feel a bit
rushed.

My story jumps around
a lot, or it is missing a

clear ending.

My story is very short
and hard to follow.

My introduction grabs
the reader’s attention
and introduces my
character and setting.

My introduction tells
who is in the story and
where they are.

| start the story, but |

don't really explain the

setting or characters.

| started writing
without introducing
the characters or the
‘problem.’

| use transition words
(Like: suddenly, later
that day, meanwhile)
to connect my ideas
perfectly.

| use some transition
words to help the story
flow.

| use "and then too
many times or skip
over parts of the
journey.

There are no
transitions; the story
feels like a list of things
happening.

| THINK MY WRITING WOULD EARN: ﬁ

Something | did well on and am proud of is:

Something | need to work on improving is:

EVIDENCE AND ELABORATION

HOW WELL DID I USE FACTS FROM THE SOURCE TO MAKE MY STORY "REAL"?

%k kk
Expert

| packed my story with
facts and keywords
from the source text.

* kK
Strong

| used several facts
from the source text.

*k
Getting There

I only used one or two
facts, or | got some of
the facts wrong.

*

Beginning

I didn't use any facts
from the reading
passage.

I used sensory details
(sight, sound, feeling)
to describe the setting.

| used some
descriptions to show
the reader the setting.

| told the reader what
was happening
instead of "showing"
them with details.

My writing is "plain”
and doesn't have
descriptive words.

lincluded dialogue

(characters talking)

that helps move the
plot forward.

I have characters
talking, but it might not
be very exciting.

I have very little

dialogue, or the

characters aren't
saying much.

No characters talk in
my story.

| put the information in
my own words.

Most of the story is in
my own words.

I copied big chunks of
the reading passage
exactly as they were

written.

| just copied the whole
passage and didn't
write my own story.

| THINK MY WRITING WOULD EARN: ﬁ

Something | did well on and am proud of is:

Something | need to work on improving is:

*kkk
Expert

| have almost zero
mistakes in spelling,
punctuation, or
grammar.

INCLUDES SBAC-ALIGNED RUBRICS
WITH KID-FRIENDLY LANGUAGE FOR SELF-ASSESSMENT

CONVENTIONS

HOW "CLEAN" IS MY WRITING?

I have a few small
mistakes, but they
don't stop the reader
from understanding
me.

*k

Getting There

I have many mistakes
that make it a little
hard to read my story.

*

Beginning

There are so many
mistakes that it is very
hard to understand
the story.

| used quotation marks
("") correctly every
time a character

| used quotation
marks, but | might
have missed one or

| forgot to use
quotation marks for
most of the dialogue.

I don't know how to use
quotation marks.

spoke. two.
. " My writing is not
| used paragraphs to I have one giant "wall Y ) 9 .
. | used some - . organized into
separate different of text” with no indents
paragraphs. sentences or
or breaks.

parts of my story.

paragraphs.

| THINK MY WRITING WOULD EARN: ﬁ

Something I did well on and am proud of is:

Something | need to work on improving is




INCLUDES NARRATIVE WRITING EXEMPLARS
USE TO SHOW WHERE/HOW TO INCORPORATE SOURCE FACTS

Exemplar Narrative: The Boomtown Merchant

| wiped sweat from my forehead with the back of a dusty hand. Running a
general store in this California boomtown was even harder work than mining,
though | stayed much drier. My shop was just a rough wooden shack built on

stilts over the muddy riverbank, but it was the busiest spot in town. Every

morning, hungry Forty-Niners lined up before the sun was fully un“haninatahin L

supplies before heading to the river.

The door creaked open, and a miner named Elias stepped in. He
exhausted, his clothes soaking wet from standing in the icy mou
night.

"Morning, Sarah,” Elias said, shivering. "I need a shovel and some|
my favorite pan in the river yesterday.”

| nodded sympathetically. "Shovels are $20 today, Elias. And | onl
left. They are $1 each.”

Elias whistled lowly. "A dollar for one egg? That is more than | spe
whole week back home!”

‘I know," I replied, placing the heavy shovel on the counter. "But 1t
to pay a wagon driver a fortune to bring these eggs over the ste
Nevada mountains. It's hard to get supplies here.”

Elias sighed and slowly counted out the gold dust from his leathy
my scale. He had to use almost all the gold he had found all weg
shovel and the two eggs. He looked down at his worn-out boots,
falling apart.

"How much for new boots, Sarah?” he asked quietly.

"Fifty dollars,” | said. Elias shook his head and picked up his shové
eggs behind. He couldn't afford them yet.

After Elias left, | looked at the small pile of gold dust on my scale,
money, but | knew the miners were often lonely, cold, and hungn
had changed Californiq, turning this quiet spot into a bustling cil
hard life for evervone. | hoped that one dav, prices would ao dov

Exemplar Narrative: The Newcomer

SCORE WITH
THE RUBRICS

| finally made it. After six long months of traveling in a covered wagon, my

family stood on the bank of the American River. My boots were completely

worn out, and | was so tired | could barely stand. The journey had been

terrifying. We had crossed dangerous, dusty plains where there was no water, L

and we had to climb over the steep, snowy Sierra Nevada mo
almost lost all our supplies in a terrible storm. My mother kept
hold on, that the "gold fever" would be worth it, but | wasn't so

‘"Look, Jed!" my father said, pointing to the water. "There it is. Tk
River."

| looked down. Hundreds of men were standing knee-deep in|
They were not smiling. They were bending over, holding metal
fast-moving water.

"Are they looking for treasure?” | asked, shivering even though

"They are ‘panning’ for gold, son,” Father replied. "‘But look closg
finding much. It's hard work."

| watched as a miner near us lifted his heavy pan. He swirled t
around in a circle, just like the stories said. He let the light san¢
edge, hoping the heavy gold flakes would stay at the bottom.
in the bottom was dirty water and a few tiny specks of gray di
pan down with a loud shout of frustration.

"That's the fever' talkina.” Father whispered to me. "Thev spent

Exemplar Narrative: The "Eureka” Moment

Samuel stood knee-deep in the icy water of the American River, his muscles
aching from standing bent over all day. His canvas tent in the boomtown felt
far away, and he was absolutely freezing. He had been in California for three
months, and so far, all he had found was sand and a few tiny flakes of gold
dust. It was hard for him to believe he had left his family back home just to
freeze his toes off in a muddy river. The "gold fever” didn't feel very exciting to
Samuel anymore; it just felt like exhausting, back-breaking work.

"“Come on, you heavy yellow rock,” Samuel muttered to himself, shaking his
head and trying to ignore the numbness in his fingers.

He picked up his rusted metal pan again, scooping up a fresh, heavy load of
dark "pay dirt” from the river bottom. He swirled the water around in a slow,
careful circle, just like the old-timers had taught him to do. He let the light,
sandy water wash over the edge of the pan, holding his breath as he
watched the mud disappear. He hoped the heavy gold flakes would stay at
the bottom, but he was used to disappointment. Most days, he just found

e ZEoles Keos e o en e o o oe o o ol



Exemplar Narrative Based on All 3 Sources:
The "Eureka” Moment

I woke up in my canvas tent before the sun rose. The ground was cold and hard beneath
me, and the sounds of the mining camp were already beginning—men coughing, tools
clanking, and the river rushing nearby.

Another long day.

After grabbing a small piece of bread, | headed down to the stream with my metal pan. The
water was freezing, just like every morning. Still, | stepped in and began scooping dirt from

the riverbed.

First, | filled the pan. Then, | swirled it slowly, letting the muddy water spill over the edge. |
had done this hundreds of times before.

Nothing.

By midday, my back ached and my hands were numb. Around me, other miners were
working just as hard. Some had formed teams and were using cradles to wash more dirt
faster. Others talked about new machines that could blast hillsides apart or dig deep into
the earth.

I kept working alone.

Later, as the sun moved lower in the sky, | scooped one last pan of dirt. Slowly, | swirled the
water. Sand slipped away.

Then | saw it.

A tiny, bright speck gleamed at the bottom of the pan.
For a moment, | couldn't breathe.

“Gold,” | whispered.

I laughed out loud, holding the pan up to the light. After weeks of finding nothing, | had
finally discovered something real.

That night, back in the tent city, | held the small piece of gold in my hand. It wasn’'t enough
to make me rich—not even close. Food was expensive, and | still missed my family terribly.

But as | lay down to sleep, | smiled.

Because for the first time, | knew the stories were true.

.

3 ADDITIONAL EXEMPLARS BASED ON ALL 3 SOURCES

Exemplar Narrative Based on All 3 Sources: The Newcomer

After six long months in a covered wagon, | finally reached California. My
clothes were dusty, my boots were worn thin, and my stomach still
remembered the hunger from the journey. We had crossed hot deserts,
freezing mountains, and rushing rivers just to get here.

At last, | stood beside the American River.

That morning, | borrowed a metal pan from another miner. He showed n
how to scoop up dirt and water and swirl it slowly. “Let the lighter sand w
away,” he said. “Gold is heavy. It stays at the bottom.”

At first, it seemed simple. However, as the hours passed, my arms grew £
and my feet went numb from standing in the icy water. Around me, hunt
of miners worked side by side. Some used pans like mine, while others w
together using larger tools like cradles and long toms to wash more dirt
once.

By midday, | had found nothing.
Still, | kept going. | thought about the stories of gold nuggets and riches.
spent everything just to get here, just like so many other Forty-Niners. | ¢

not give up now.

Later in the afternoon, | noticed something different in the pan. A tiny flag
yellow shimmered at the bottom.

My heart jumped.

It wasn't much—just a small flake—but it was real.

As the sun began to set, | looked around at the muddy river and the croy
camps nearby. | realized something important. This life was going to be

harder than | ever imagined.

But for the first time since mv iournev beaan. | felt a spark of hope.

.

Exemplar Narrative Based on All 3 Sources: The Boomtown Merchant
Every morning, | open my small shop just as the sun rises over the boomtown. My store is
nothing more than a wooden shack, but to the miners, it is one of the most important places in
camp.

Food is hard to find here—and expensive.

That morning, as | set out eggs and bacon, a tired miner pushed open the door. His clothes were
covered in mud, and his boots were soaked from the river.

“Got anything to eat?” he asked.

“Eggs and bacon,” | replied. “But it'll cost you.”
He sighed. "How much?”

"One dollar for an egg.”

His eyes widened, but he nodded. Everyone knows prices are high because supplies must be
shipped from far away.

As | cooked his breakfast, he told me about his day. He had spent hours standing in freezing
water, panning for gold. He said he hadn’'t found much.

“That's how it goes,” | said. “Most men spend more money than they ever find.”
He gave a tired laugh.
While he ate, more miners came in. Some talked about new mining methodes, like using powerful

water hoses to wash away hillsides. Others spoke about digging deep shafts into the mountains
and using machines to crush rock.




JREKAL: SCRATCH 70 STRIKE GOLD

R USE SCRATCH OFF CARDS
¢ FOR ADDED FUN!

On Monday, read Source 1 (A, B, or C), Source 2, and
Source 3 and take notes.

On Tuesday, read the informational writing prompit.
Plan out your writing piece.

On Wednesday, read the opinion writing prompt. Plan
out your writing piece.

On Thursday, read one of the narrative writing prompts.
Plan out your writing piece.

On Friday, give each student a random Writing Mission
Scratch Off Card, with or without the scratch off sticker
concealing the writing type. Students will use their
writing plan to then write the writing piece for that
specific prompit.




INCLUDES DIGITAL CONTENT

MODEL WITH GOOGLE SLIDES

SOURCE #1C: The Golden Fever of 1848 ® Sources
In January 1848, a man named James Marshall was building a sawmill near the . .
American River in California. As he looked into the shallow, rushing water, he saw — Sto ry PIG NNl ng Gu Ide
something glittering on the riverbed. It was gold! Marshall tried to keep the .
discovery a secret, but the news spread like wildfire. Soon, thousands of people from ® TeXt De pendent QueStIOﬂS
all over the world—called Forty-Niners—rushed to California, caught up in "gold . e
fever: o Writing Exemplars

The Hard Road to California
Reaching the gold fields was a massive challenge. Many families traveled in

covered wagons, facing a 2,000-mile journey across dusty plains and the steep,

snowy Sierra Nevada mountains. Others chose to travel by seaq, spending months ASSIGN NRITING PROMPT Docs
on crowded, rocking ships that sailed around the tip of South America. These
travelers faced many dangers, including fierce storms and Lack of fresh food. By the e Narrative Prom pt The Newcomer

time they finally saw the California coast, many people had used up their life
PR o A, e Narrative Prompt: The "Eureka” Moment

e Narrative Prompt: The Boomtown Merchant
e Info Prompt: A Day in the Life of a Forty-Niner

Life in the Diggings
Once they arrived, the reality of mining was back-breaking work. Miners spent from

sunrise to sunset standing in icy mountain streams. To find the gold, they used ° Opinion Prompt: Chasing Fortune or Chosing
metal pans to scoop up heavy “pay dirt” from the bottom of the river. They would
s\ ' e water around in a circle, carefully letting the light sand wash over the edge Trouble?

V noping the heavy gold flakes would stay at the bottom. This was known as Yy




NARRATIVE WRITING
MINI-PERFORMANCE TASK

ORGANIZATION & PURPOSE

HOW WELL DID I TELL MY STORY AND KEEP IT MOVING?
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NARRATIVE WRITING
MINI-PERFORMANCE TASK

The Invisible Message

ot

ORGANIZATION & PURPOSE

HOW WELL DID I TELL MY STORY AND KEEP IT MOVING?

an Revol gan ir pantal Army

ivo chollange. Tha v t powerfi

soidiers, batter training, and seemingly endioss &

giant, George Washington knew he could not simply out-fight them in

he had to out-smort them. He needed a secret way to lsam their plons before they
happened, which led 1o the creation of Amerco t organized spy networks
These ordinory citizens—farmers, shopkespars, and tallors—risced everything 1o

g teliger o orrnation, about the eneny,

The Culper Spy Ring
wastul group wos the Culper Spy Ring, which operated
the B tha tima, New Tork was the
British A [ rets vary
place for 0 patriot. To keep their work & L the members used code
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Secret Tools ond Technigy

NARRATIVE WRITING
MINI-PERFORMANCE TASK

TER SPACE

The Wrong Turn

ORGANIZATION & PURPOSE

HOW WELL DID I TELL MY STORY AND KEEP IT MOVING?
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