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COMPLEX SENTENCES

What is a complex sentence?

A complex sentence expresses an idea with extra detail. It needs to have a main clause
and a dependent clause.
The main clause ( i called the inde
sentence.

clause) is the key idea of the

The dependent clause (sometimes called the i clause) only because
of the main clause. It adds extra information about the main idea.
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A complex sentence is different to a compound sentence because it cannot.
into two complete sentences. They also use different conjunctions to connec’

A compound sentence CAN make two independent sentences.

Example: The dog barked and chased the cat.
The dog barked. It ran around the yard.

A complex sentence CANNOT be turned into two sentences.
Example: The dog barked while chasing the cat around the backyard.

Here, the extra information while chasing the cat is connected to the main idea that th
dog barked, so it cannot be separated.

g conjunctions

These are some conjunctions that link ideas together to create a complex sentence.

IF | SINCE | AS | WHEN | ALTHOUGH | WHILE

AFTER | BEFORE | UNTIL | BECAUSE
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COMPLEX SENTENCES
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Sentence Practice

lsentence has one main clause (independent) and one or more subordinate
ndent). The main clause expresses a complete idea. It could be a sentence
by itself.
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COMPLEX SENTENCES

Complex sentences add detail and make sentences more interesting to read,

Use the ideas in the table and subordinating conjunctions to write complex sentences.

2. We had pasta for dinner.

7. He made a model aeroplane.

We arrived at the park

They played board games.

1. Example: We arrived at the park on time, although the traffic was heavy during the drive |

We had pasta for dinner because mum cooked a
yummy meal.

She read books about space since she is interested
in the solar system.

4

We played with the puppy as we got a new puppy
on the weekend.
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