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Boston Massacre Jigsaw Note Catcher

Share and Learn from Each Expert Group

What details do you notice

Document

What does it show or say?

What message does it send?

How did it shape the story?

ASK
QUESTIONS

What questions do you hav

wanted readers to feel?

Coffin Article

Docs 3 & 4:
Pamphlet
Covers

Docs 5 & 6:
Captain Thomas
Preston’s Account
and
George V. Coster's
Testimony

What do all of these sources help you understand about the Boston Massacre?

A Battle Over the Story

The fighting in the street was over quickly, but the battle over the story had just begun.
Patriot writers, printers, and artists used newspapers, pamphlets, and images to tell people
about the event. They called it the “Boston Massacre,” a word that made the shooting sound

cruel and shocking.

Paul Revere created a famous engraving showing British soldiers firing in an organized line
at peaceful colonists. The image helped many people feel anger toward Britain. Newspapers

Name; Date:

The Spark that Lit a Revolution: The Boston <Massacre

A Tense Town

By 1770, many colonists in Boston were angry with the British government. They believed Parliament
was taxing them without giving them a voice in government. Colonists protested taxes such as the
Stamp Act and the Townshend Acts. British officials worried that Boston was becoming too rebellious.
To keep order, British soldiers were sent to Boston. Their presence made many colonists even angrier.
Some colonists saw the soldiers as a threat to their rights. Some soldiers felt insulted and unsafe because
crowds often shouted at them or challenged them in the streets. Boston had become a tense place where
arguments co
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Shots Are Fired

No one knows exactly who gave the order, or if anyone gave an order at all. Suddenly, one soldier
fired his gun. Then other soldiers fired too. When the shooting stopped, several colonists were lying in
the street. Five people died: Crispus Attucks, Samuel Gray, James Caldwell, Samuel Maverick, and
Patrick Carr. Six others were wounded.

Crispus Attucks is often remembered as the first person killed in the Boston Massacre, He was a
sailor and rope worker of African and Native American ancestry. His death became an important part
of the Patriot story about the event.

What Really Happened?

People in Boston did not all agree about what had happened. Many Patriots said the British soldiers
had murdered innocent colonists. Others said the soldiers had been surrounded by an angry crowd and
had fired because they were afraid.

Captain Preston and the soldiers were put on trial. Surprisingly, they were defended by John Adams,
a Patriot lawyer who believed even unpopular people deserved a fair trial. Preston and most of the
soldiers were found not guilty. Two soldiers were found guilty of manslaughter, a less serious charge
than murder.
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