A Christmas Carol
Fluency Practice (Stave 2-The First of the Three Spirits)

When Scrooge awoke, it was so dark, that looking out of bed, he could 14
scarcely distinguish the transparent window from the opaque walls of his 25
chamber. He was endeavouring to pierce the darkness with his ferret eyes, 37
when the chimes of a neighbouring church struck the four quarters. So he 50
listened for the hour. 54

To his great astonishment the heavy bell went on from six to severfjand 68
from seven to eight, and regularly up to twelve; then stopped. T 82

past two when he went to bed. The clock was wrong. An icicle mu 98

into the works. Twelve! 102
He touched the spring of his repeater, to correct thj 114
clock. Its rapid little pulse beat twelve: and stoppe 123
“Why, it isn’t possible,” said Scrooge, “that | can rough a 136
whole day and far into another night. It isn’t i g has 149
happened to the sun, and this is twelve at 159
The idea being an alarming one, he sc mble ed, and groped his 173
way to the window. He was obliged ith the sleeve of his 190
dressing-gown before he could s : 3nd could see very little then. All 204
y and extremely cold, and that 220
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277
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296

, and could make nothing of it. The more he thought, the 324

more perplexégibe was; and the more he endeavoured not to think... 336

Write the number of words you read in the box below for the appropriate day.
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