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Lesson #4: Towns and Cities Along the Canal

Lesson #3: Goods Shipped on the Canal

» “The Canal Brings Change — New Towns”.

Lesson #2: The Erie Canal Brings Change - multi-day.

This could be done whole class, in stations or as a jig-saw. How you choose to do this lesson will
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or

Lesson 1: Erie Canal Background Information (likely 2 days)

FASTER AND CHEAPER TRANSPORTATION = THE ERIE CANAL

New York Social Studies Framework:

4.6b In order to connect the Great Lakes with the Atlantic Ocean, the Erie Canal was built, Existing
towns expanded and new towns grew along the canal. New York City became the busiest port in the
country.

+ Students will examine the physical features of New York State and determine where it might be
easiest to build a canal and form a hypothesis about the best location. Students will compare
their hypothesis with the actual location of the Erie Canal.

+ Students will locate and name at least five towns and four cities along the canal, and identify
maior products shipped using the canal,

* The Erre Canal by Martha kendall
« The Erie Canal by Peter Spier e Canal
« We the People: The Erie Canal by Andrew Santella
r students
Read Aloud Chapter Book:
» Hoggee by Anna Myers )
this and
A student cover page is included in case you wish to print and handout all student pages in a packet. )
I find this is helpful, as the students have all the materials and can refer back to them. r3iChls
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Name: KET

Date:

THE CANAL BRINGS CHANGE - JOBS & BUSINESSESS

When you and your family travel, what are some of the business you visit along the way?

People traveling along the Erie C: in the 18005

had many of the same needs as travelers today. Many
businesses started and grew in towns along the canal.

Stables and stable hands. Canal boats were pulled
along by mules or horses. About évery 15 miles
the mules or horses had to be exchanged for fresh
animals.

Taverns and Inns. When people arrived at the
cities they were visiting they needed a plac

sleep and buy a meal.

Blacksmiths. Ships and other businesses all
needed things made of metal. From locks, to wols,
to door handles, the blacksmith made it all.
Farrier. A farrier made horse shoes and put them
on the horses and mules hooves

Mills. Many farmers sent their grain along the
canal to other towns, or to New York City, to be
sold as flour. First it had to be ground at a mil
Many towns became centers for grinding gra

into flour,

Warehouses. Not everyone who wanted to ship
goods along the canal lived right next to the canal.
These people would bring their goods over land
to the nearest stop on the Erie Canal. Warehouses

How would all these businesses affect the
population of a town along the canal? Why?

All of those businesses need workers.

ed within the last year,

Name:

Date:

THE CANAL BRINGS CHANGE - CATEWAY TO THE WEST
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Date: _

THE CANAL BR!N{}S CHANGE = GATEWAY TO THE WEST
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What does section say about emigration
caused by the “Grand Canal” (another name
for the Erie at that time)?

It increased emigration from New York to Ohio,

Michigan and other north western states and

his section talks about the value of land near
the canal. It als s about how shipping
wheat from Ohio or Michigan doe:
much more than shipping it from w
New York. Because of this, people are moving
further west.

What benefits does the author think the canal

Name:

Name: _
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THE CANAL BRINGS CHANGE = POPULULATION GROWTH THAT LASTS!

What color represents the areas

Red

What color represents the the la

least people? Dark. Green

Date:

WHAT WAS SHIPPED ON THE ERIE CANAL?

states and

Soerie: U.S, Cendus E
et 2000 Suaminar
population by conwes tract

s the areas with the most

the the land with the

This is a population
map. Use the key to
figure out what the
different colors on the
map represent.

The blue line on this
map represents the Erie
Canal.

What do you notice about where many of them are located?
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Date: : WHAT WAS SHIPPED 0

Date:

Date: WHAT WAS SHIPPED ON THE ERIE CANAL?

THE ERIE CANAL = WHERE SHOULD IT GO? Use the three documents to answer the question,

“What was shipped on the Erie Canal?™

LAND AND WATER FIATURES
oF Niw Yok

Map shawing Preseat and Propios

Take a look at this map |

many locations along it. Compare this map to lhe population map.
Which locations are cities with a population of > 5,0007 List them
below.

Document #3 -
Excerpt from Travels
in North America

Buffalo, Rochester, Syracuse, Uitica, Albany

“Map showing Present of the Stave of New York, for the fecal vear ending Sepee

o0 \ X i /farchive.org/deails/
elsinambibasirich/ page/86/

Take a look at this map from 1903. It shows the path of the canal and | What are some of the other locations (towns) alo mode/2upt
many locations along it. Compare this map to the population map. shown on this map? List them below.
Which locations are cities with a population of > 5,0007 them
below.

Look at the map above. Thinking about the physical features of New York State, where do you think primary or secondary source?
wotild be the best location to build a canal to allow travel by water from the eastern edge of the state to : ’
Lake Erie in the western part of the state? . .

you think this?

1. Trace the route you think would be best on the map in blue.

2. Explain why vou think this is the best location. Be sure to talk about the physical features of New York
State and how they helped you create your hypothesis,
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7. What was happening all along the canal during its grand opening as the boats made their way from
Buffalo to New York City?

Date:

THE CANAL BRINGS CHANGE = ECONOMIC GROWTH
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School children, veterans and fownspeaple lined the roufe cheering

About 1820 About 1850
7. What was happening all along the canal during its grand opening as the boats made their way from (pre—canal) {post-canal)
Buffalo to New York City? i pre-c post-can:

8. What wax the “Marriage of the Waters?™ What did it symbol

Governor DelVitf Clinton braquli a barrel of wafer from Lake E

THE CANAL BRINGS

Cost to ship one ton of
goods from Buffalo to
Albany

|:;|r.|'.|r|:.2J it nfo the Aflantic Ocvrm to show that the Erie Cﬂ!"ﬂlI =

JO #1? JI‘”ﬂﬂ\lIC gceﬂn

Number of Days to
Travel from Buffalo to
Albany

8. What was the “Marriage of the Waters?" What did it symbolize?

9. How did the canal boats get from the end of the Erie Canal

The canal boats floated down the Hudson Puer 4o New York Cits ost to ship one ton of

roods from Buffalo to
Name: EBY Diate: Albany

THE CANAL BRINGS CHANGE - POPULATION CROWTH

A census is a counting of all the people who live in a place, The United States has conducted a
census every 10 years since 1790,

Cost of a plot of land in

Buffalo s

KE' Date:
THE AMAZING JMPOSSIBLE ERIE CANAL BY CHERYL HARNESS

Name:
Data from ErieCanalway.org

Number of Days to

ravel from Buffalo to Farmers in western New York wanted to ship their produce across the state and to New York City. Use
Albany the table above to explain how the canal helped them.

1al to New York City?

L. What problems did early pioneers in New York State face?
Below is population information from the 1820, 1830 and 1840 censuses for several cities

Ear"y pieneers fo New York State had frouble 52"1:"'.9 *'ﬁrwgh the thick] - rie Cana
along the Erie Canal. ost of a plot of land in

Buffalo

1825 Erie Canal is completed.
Dxata dr

Nare: Date:

THE AMAZING JMPOSSIBLE ERIE CANAL BY CHERYL HARNESS

order fo reach the wesfern pﬂri‘ of the state Trﬂnsgar;ai.an was on N

rivers. If fook a long fime and was expensive

1. What problems did early pioneers in New York State face?

List any othe City 1820 1830

in western New York wanted to ship
above to explain how the canal helpq If a person owned a plot of land in Buffalo (or most any place along the eanal), how did the canal help
with the value of that land? Why do vou think this?

2. What idea did DeWitt Clinton have to solve these problems? Albany 12,630 24 200 | heJPﬁd farmers ﬂll_p their pmd'.lcs. I

Buffalo 2,095 8,068

Name: Date: Rochester 1,502 9.201 )
4 Name: Date:

Syracuse 250 6,929
THE ERIE CANAL ! - THE CANAL BRINGS CHANGE = POPULATION CROWTH

1. What problems did early pioneers in New York State face? A census is a counting of all the people who live in a place. The United Sates has conducted a
census every 10 years since 1790,

bWitt Clinton have to solve these problems?

Utica 2972 8323

New York Ciry 123,706 202,589

Below is population information from the 1820, 1830 and 1840 censuses for several cities

Look at th

I nofice th
1840 it ha
312,710,

What can|
| can conc

made life ¢

Utica 2972 8323 12,782

MNew York City 123706 202,589 312,710

Look at the data in the table. What do vou observe (remember - don't make inferences vet)?

What can you infer about the Erie Canal and these cities?




KEY Date: Name: Date:
THE CANAL BRINGS CHANGE = SUM [T P A THE ERIE CANAL THE ERIE CANAL STUDY GIUIDE

3' 2’ 1 ﬁBﬂ-“T MY LEABH“‘G To do well on the Erie Canal Assessment vou will need to know the following information. Use

The Erie Canal made it faster and cheaper to ship goods. It also the materials from class to help you study.

made the land around canal more valuable.
What government officially really pushed to have the Erie Canal built?
What problems did the person above think the Erie Canal might solve?
Keeping New York's physical features in mind, why was the canal built where it was built?
Three things I learned today: How did the Erie Canal help improve the movement of goods and people?

Man}«- businesses that supported the canal started or moved to towns ‘»‘\rih;tl were at least five things that “T.n.l :ih‘i pped along 1l]u- Erie Canal?
What were at least four changes the Erie Canal brought?

near the canal.

: the country?
t New York to the World?

ow a lock worked.

The Erie Canal brought many changes. List four of them.

Date:

THE CANAL BRINGS CHANGE = SuMm T Up

THE ERIE CANAL ASSESSMENT

How did the Erie Canal help change the country? . : rog ;
- ! & . Directions: Using all of the texts and documents, answer the questions below.,

Who pushed for New York to build the Erie Canal?

Label the following on the map:
Jobs & Businesses « Rochester

What problems did he think it would help solve?

1al built where it was built?

FUPUWIETION GTUOWLIL LAl Draw a diagram to show how a lock works.

Lasts

How did the Erie Canal improve the movement of goods and people in New York State?

What were some of the things that were shipped on the Erie Canal? List at least 5.

Gateway to the West




	Full, detailed lesson plans that meet all aspects of NYS SS Framework 4.6b
	Primary Sources Galore! All with keys.
	Comprehension questions to go with The Amazing Impossible Erie Canal by Cheryl Harness with an alternative page 1 for use with any book about the Erie Canal.
	Data from primary sources with analysis questions.
	Formative assessment, study guide & summative assessment. All with keys.

