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Watersheds

Water is always moving between our atmosphere, along Earth’s surface, and in the ground below
our feet. It evaporates (goes into the air) from lakes, rivers, and oceans, travels through the air as
water vapor and condenses (comes together) into clouds. When it rains or snows, the water falls
back to Earth as precipitation, flows along the surface, goes into the ground, and fills underground
water bodies. This is called the water cycle. This reading will look at what happens to water when
it's on or in the Earth. Specifically, how it travels through watersheds.

iiiE\Water Cycle. '

Watersheds are areas of land that receive pr : aln i 0 a common body of water.
Watersheds include land, surface
water, and groundwater (the water that g i dorocks underground). You - and
everyone else on the planet - are i all watersheds (e.g., for creeks or
streams) make up larger watersheds(e.g. i Or oceans).
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How Does er Move Through Watersheds?

Water moves many different ways within

watersheds: as runoff, evaporation, infiltration, —
groundwater, transpiration, or within water

bodies.
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Runoff is simply precipitation that travels along the

surface until it ends up in a water body.



Evaporation is when water changes from the liquid to the gaseous state. Some of the precipitation
that falls never makes it to a water body; instead, it evaporates back into the atmosphere. Increase
temperatures mean an increase in evaporation rate. Higher humidity (water already in the air), on
the other hand, means less water can evaporate.

Infiltration
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hich can remain deep underground in aquifers
s a stream that feeds a river and so on.

Finally, the water that is left over makes its way as runoff into the
nearest water body within the watershed. Water flows from
smaller to larger water bodies, with small streams feeding into
larger streams/rivers and rivers eventually feeding into the ocean.



o Uk W

Reading Comprehension Questions
What are

What is groundwater?
How are

List the six ways
Briefly

What is transpiration?

Extension Questions
On a large piece of paper, draw the water cycle including the flow of w

evaporation. Your drawing needs to include watershed boundarie
underground (you might need to be creative here).
What watersheds




Reading Comprehension Questions - Answer Key
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