
Case Study "Vanishing Canopy: Exploring the Causes and 
Consequences of Deforestation in the Amazon Rainforest" 

 

 
Introduction: 
In this case study, we will delve into a real-life example of deforestation, focusing on the Amazon 
rainforest. Deforestation poses a significant threat to global biodiversity, climate stability, and 
indigenous communities. By examining the case of deforestation in the Brazilian Amazon, we will 
investigate the causes, consequences, and potential solutions to this pressing environmental issue.  
 
Case Study – The Brazilian Amazon: 
The Brazilian Amazon, often referred to as the "Lungs of the Earth," has experienced  

 
 
Causes of Deforestation: 

1. Agriculture and Cattle Ranching: Large-scale agriculture, particularly for soybean production 
and cattle ranching, has been a major driver of deforestation in the Amazon. Forested land is 
cleared to make way for farmland and grazing pastures. 

2. Logging: Illegal and unsustainable logging operations contribute to deforestation as valuable 
timber is extracted from the forest. 

3. Infrastructure Development: Construction of roads, dams, and other infrastructure projects to 
support economic activities in the region often result in forest clearance. 

 
Consequences of Deforestation: 

1. Biodiversity Loss: The Amazon rainforest is one of the most biodiverse regions on Earth, and 
deforestation disrupts ecosystems, leading to the loss of plant and animal species, including 
endangered ones. 

2. Climate Change: Deforestation contributes to greenhouse gas emissions and the loss of 
carbon sinks, exacerbating global climate change. 

3. Indigenous Communities: Indigenous peoples, who have long inhabited and relied on the 
forest, face displacement, cultural disruption, and loss of livelihoods as their lands are 
encroached upon. 

4. Water Cycle Disruption:  

 



Vanishing Canopy Case Study Questions:  
1. What are the primary causes of deforestation in the Brazilian Amazon? 

 
 
 

2. What 
 
 
 

3. How does deforestation contribute to climate change? 
 
 
 

4. What 
 
 
 

5. How 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Vanishing Canopy Case Study Questions: ANSWER KEY 
 

 


