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Mapping NYS
Students build geographic skills by working with maps, locations, directions,
borders, bodies of water, grids, and spatial relationships. Some pages ask students to
recall what they know, while others are designed for students to use a classroom
map, atlas, or other reference.

NYS Detective

Students investigate historical photographs, maps, and other primary sources.
Rather than simply identifying what they see, students are asked to notice details,
find evidence, make inferences, and think about what a source can tell us about New
York in the past.

NYS Then

These activities connect the month to important events in New York history.
Students may read a short passage, examine a historical source, compare ideas, or
use evidence to think more deeply about why an event mattered.

Only in NYS

Students explore places, traditions, natural features, agriculture, symbols, and other
topics with a special connection to New York State. These pages are designed to build
background knowledge while helping students see the variety found across their
state.

Think About NYS

These are reasoning challenges. Students use what they know about geography and
history to make predictions, recognize patterns, draw conclusions, or explain their
thinking. In many cases, more than one response may be reasonable when it is
supported with good evidence.

NYS Innovates

Students meet New Yorkers whose ideas, inventions, or innovations solved problems
and changed the way people lived or worked. Activities often ask students to consider
the problem, solution, and impact and may include patents, diagrams, or other
historical evidence.

NYS in Numbers

Students use real-world New York data presented in graphs, charts, or tables.
Encourage students to read the title, labels, categories, and units carefully before
answering. The goal is not simply computation—it is learning to use numbers as
evidence and draw conclusions from data.

Notable New Yorkers

Students will meet people who made an impact on New York State and beyond.
Through short, engaging activities, they will learn about the lives, accomplishments,
and contributions of New Yorkers from history, science, the arts, sports, government,
and more.

Using The New York Daily

The New York Daily is designed to give students a short, engaging New York State social studies
challenge while building skills they will use throughout the year. The activities are not meant to be
taught as a separate unit or completed in a particular sequence. Instead, they provide opportunities to
revisit important geography, history, inquiry, data, and literacy skills in a variety of ways.

Use the pages as morning work, early finisher activities, enrichment, bell ringers, independent
practice, or a quick addition to your social studies block. Activities are intended to be completed
independently in just a few minutes, but may lead naturally into a class discussion.

ELA Is Built In

Although the focus is New York State social studies, st
throughout the packet. Depending on the activity, they m:
locate text evidence, interpret information from multiple
information, determine cause and effect, and explain con
gives students an authentic reason to use those ELA skills

A student cover is included in case you wish to make thes

Helpful Hints

+ Use the activities in any order. Calendar-related page:
the others can be selected to complement what studer
practice.

+ Project sources when helpful. Historical photographs,
details. Displaying the source on a sereen while stude:
investigation easier.

+ Encourage evidence, not guessing. On NY Detective a
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The New York Daily




Central-Park, Winter

The Skating Pond

Date:

1. Look closely at the people’s clothing. W

The Ice Harvest
Chautauqua Lake

Date:

d!t. What do you observe?

-
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and one way it is different.

The Miriam and Tra I, Wallach Division of Art, Prints and Photographs:
from https://digita

2.Why do you think the workers cut the ice into large blocks instead of breaking it into small pieces?

3. Before refrigerators and freezers were common, why might people have wanted to collect and save ice

during the winter?

4. What can this postcard teach us about how people used New York’s natural environment in the past?

The Shortest Day

Date:

As winter approaches, the amount

e =

Geography of New York State:
Major Landforms

Date:

o et

of daylight gets shorter each day. In New York State, this

mber, when we have the fewest hours of daylight of the
bin to get longer again. Because New York stretches from
receive slightly different amounts of daylight on the

1. Which city has the least

- = amount of daylight on the
Maions * 1 5 - .
.‘.@ winter solstice?
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Geography of New York State:
Latitude & Longitude

Date:

Look at the globe below. The equator divides the globe into the northern hemisphere and the southern
hemisphere. The Prime Meridian divides the earth into the western and eastern hemispheres. A hemisphere
means half of the sphere, or in this case, half of the earth. Label the hemispheres below in the boxes provided.

Plateau
Valley
Ocean

Sound

CALSKILI MOUIR
Tug Hill Plat

Allegheny Pl:

Great Lakes What hemispheres is New York State in?

Long Island
Finger Lakes
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When finding locations on a map using latitude and longitude,
start by finding the lines marked with degrees °. Most of the time
the location will not be right on the lines, so you will need to add
minutes. Between each line of latitude and longitude there are 60
minutes.

Find Queensbury on the section of map to the left. To find the
latitude, start at the bottom of the map and move north up the
lines of latitude. Queensbury is north of 43°N, but not all the way
to 44°N. So Queensbury is at 43°N latitude.

To be more accurate we need to add minutes. For this map we
will need to estimate. Queensbury is about halfway between
43°N and 44°N, so that would be about 30",

The latitude of Queensbury is 43°30'N.

Now try the same process to figure out the longitude. Start on
the east side of the map and follow the lines of longitude to the
west.

Longitude:
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NEW ﬁhﬁ']{ “Lake Placid Plans for Busy Winter Season”

RL_Q; Willis Carrier

A= Moder
Novembe:

December S Tie mlﬁ -lg’ Edward Johnson

Name: Date: : Name: EE.:W 'fO Lighting the Christmas Tree

This 1926 article appeared in New York Central Lines Magazine, published by the New York Central Railroad for - . . December
; Sl . ; D PR i ; Willis Carrier was born in Angola, New York, ¢
its employees and families. il kil - SRR S & i T T NS

o i el solving problems. Carrier studied engineerin
routes and the activities vis &P @ 8 g

P - ffalo F Before electric Christmas lights, families sometimes placed lighted candles on Christmas trees. The
7o~ alilyy WA t of a Visit £ St. Nicholas” afterward, he went to work for the Buffalo Forg candles created a beautiful glow, but putting an open flame next to dry branches could be dangerous. As
Transeription NEW YORK: CCOuIt 01 a VISt irom ot Nichoias In 1902, Carrier was given an unusual problem R ’ i ' _— i ' o

Da Troy Sentine], 23 December 1823 aiif N X . z abed 800s, people began experimenting with safer ways to
December | o e pne
e~ il

( Melvil Dewey QILT mas Edison and helped develop and promote electric
Name: Date: E
. EEW YOR'JK » Putting Books in Order e i F his home in New York City. He hand-wired 80 small

1 . 23,1823, readers of the Troy Sentinel in Troy, New December hem around his Christmas tree. Instead of candles, the
iistmas poem printed in their newspaper. It was called Name: el

ihelrec on g motorized stand so that it slowlv turped
t from St. Nicholas.” Today, most people know it by Melvil Dewey was born in Adams Center, New York, on De ~ ail,
N} isit from St. Nicholas” or ““Twas the Night Before order and finding ways to make work more efficient. When D N‘Ew YOR_I'Q’ Grace Hopper
Dok WEE el College in Massachusetts, he worked in the college library. At @D Making Computers Easier to Program
. organize books in the same way. Finding a book could be diffi December
might use its own system. Name: Date:

Name: Date:

e

SEW '\J’déll]li}(‘ The First Crossword Puzzle

Nims: Miskes the story of a family asleep on Christmas Eve when St.
He travels in a sleigh pulled by eight reindeer, lands on , .
bs down the chimney carrying a sack of toys. The ‘ pewey thought there ShOUIq be a simpler way to organize I Grace Hopper was born inl New York City on December 9, 19(_)6. She was curious albout how things
divided knowledge into 10 main groups, each represented by worked and loved mathematics. Hopper studied math and physics at Vassar College in New York and
science are placed in the 500s, while books about history and later earned a master’s degree and a Ph.D. in mathematies from Yale University. During World War 11,

numbers can be added after a decimal point to organize book]  she joined the U.S. Navy Reserve and became one of the programmers working with an early computer
The system became known as the Dewey Decimal Classificati called the Mark .

On December 21, 1913, readers of the New York World opened the newspaper’s FUN section and
found something new—a puzzle called a “Word-Cross.” It had been created by Arthur Wynne, a . ) .

B ; e ; , ) . Nicholas as cheerful and lively, with rosy cheeks and
newspaper editor. Today, it is recognized as the first modern crossword puzzle.

Wynne’s puzzle looked different from crosswords today. It was shaped like a diamond instead of a . . ,
rectangle, and it did not use black squares. The clues were also numbered in an unusual way. h appeared in the Troy Sentinel, no author’s name was
Instead of giving each word one number, the puzzle used the numbers of the first and last squares in I"j newspaper’s editors explained that they did not The numbers made it easier to keep books on similar subj
the answer. For example, the clue 1-32, “To govern,” was answered with the word RULE. Letters itten the poem. Years later, Clement Clarke Moore system th
had to be written in the numbered and blank squares. bdited as its author, although some historians have location 1

The puzzle became popular with readers. Other newspapers began printing similar puzzles, and tually wrote it. Dewey
before long, crossword puzzles were being enjoved across the country. Over time, the design . vy ; b i 1888. Th
[ _ _

Earlv computers were verv difficult to program. Programmers had to give computers detailed

libraries
traveling
library.
Today,
solved al

[l —by crea

mns
Kit.
1 set

R == I English-like computer commands helped shape the new language. COBOL became widely used by

businesses and government agencies.
The Problem: What problem The Solution: How did tI Grace Hopper’s innovation helped change the way people communicate with computers. Instead of
did Melvil Dewey want to solve? Dewey Decimal System sol expecting people to learn only the computer’s complicated language, she worked toward making
L that problem? computers understand instructions that were easier for people to write. Her ideas helped make
uries after it first appeared in a New York newspaper, computer programming more accessible and influenced the programming languages that came after
and listen to the poem during the Christmas season. her.
Troy Sentinel page gives us a glimpse of the moment
[ would become part of American culture first
3 | i R RO P The Problem: What made The Solution: How did The Impact: How did Hopper's
_l ; 3.0 : " | 58 ds that | early computers difficult to Grace Hopper's compiler help ideas change computer
30 |3 | 3. On a separate piece of paper, choose 5-8 words that have program? solve this problem? programming?
I_.'}_-i | some letters in common. Arrange the words so they cross
at matching letters, just like a real crossword puzzle, Once of paper.
your words fit together, number them and write a clue for
cnpoy.

gomunl pelm eachone. [
45 A k 6-21. Wha ll should A huge, kot star M
e AR | 26 Ay dream 1) St Gves s gt or shared the poem since 1823.

- —— e DO —— +

ILL i che amall squares with words which agree with the fol- |
lowing defindtions. |

2-3. What bargain hunters 10-18. The fibee of the

&-7. Such and nothing more .11, A alon
10-11. A bard 19-28. A pigeon 2 A large ohjeet that
14.15. Opposed 1o less F-7. Part of your hesd Reoves uecund a s roy, New York. Today, people across the country
1819, What this punle o 23.30. A river in Roussia : "
22-23. An snimal of prey 1-32. Ta gavern |z_| P

26-17. The close of & day 3034, An aromatic plane g

row from a local newspaper poem into a world-
28-19. To dhude N-B. A fuc

3031, The phual of 2431, To agoee with 4]s]|T]A A bright abject in cle to explain your thinking.
O Cultivate «1.2. Par of 3 shy =
12-13. A bar of wood or iron 20-19. One . = e T
16-17. "What arviees learn 1o 5.27. Eschanging S
do. 9-15. Surk in mud The planet we live an
20-21. Fastened. 13:21. A boy
24:-15. Found on the sembare

3 A natural object that
moves around a planet

A Flstby, white oF gray
Fmass in the sky

A re-creation of the first crossword puzele, created by Arthur
Wynne, published in the New York World on December 21, 1913,
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Christmas Trees Grown in New York

Date:

Christmas trees are an agricultural crop in New York State. Farmers plant and care for the trees
for many years before they are ready to be cut and sold. The USDA Census of Agriculture collects
information about Christmas tree farms just as it does for other crops. Use the data below to see
how New York’s Christmas tree industry changed from 2017 to 2022,

2022

Farms with
Christmas trees in
production

4.Did all three measurements increase or decrease from 2017 to 2022?

5.Which increased by the greatest number: farms, acres, or trees cut?

6.What conclusion can you make about Christmas tree farming in New York between 2017 and

2022? Use one piece of data to support your answer,
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Name:

Christmas at the North Pole - in New York!

Date:

The Saratoga Springs
Peppermint Pig

Date:

You do not have to travel to the
Adirondack Mountains near White
village that has welcomed families

The idea began with a Lake Plac
a story about a baby bear that discc
place like the one in the story. Reiss
really traveled to Santa’s North Pol

Reiss worked with artist and des
idea to life. Monaco designed the s
land and construction knowledge.
the earliest theme parks in the Uni

Visitors could walk through a C
rides and shows. One unusual attr:
weather. The park quickly attracte
reported on it, and families began t

Santa’s Workshop is still operati
attractions, visit Santa’s house, an
holiday destination that generation

-+

1.From the article, list three thin

2.Santa’s Workshop has been wel
have continued to visit North P

3.0n a separate piece of paper, i1
1950s to convince families to v]
where it is located
at least two things visitors can 4
one detail that makes the place
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Name:

f the tradition!
The Buffalo Bills Football Team

The Buffalo Bills have been part of Western New York for

ak their Christmas treats. In Saratoga Springs, New

an as a holiday treat in Saratoga Springs in the 1880s.
igs were sometimes seen as symbols of good health,
Date: = Candy makers in Saratoga turned that idea into a special

was created in 1959, when businessman Ralph C. Wilson Jr e

new American Football League, or AFL. The team began pla

slaly,
NEW YORK: The New Year’s Eve Ball Drop

home game was held at Buffalo’s War Memorial Stadium on ) .
game w Dicondcx Times Square

The name Buffalo Bills was chosen in November 1959, b .

name comes from Buffalo Bi
for his Wild West shows. An
name during the 1940s. Raly
colors became royal blue, reg
today.

It did not take long for the
12-2 record and won the At]

26, 1965, the Bills defeated t
The Bills later became nax
1990s, Buffalo reached tk
championships.
For generations of fan
to the identity of Buffalo
fans cheer for today, the |

N\
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Year began playing:
First Team Owner:

Original League:

First Home Stadium: __|

Team Colors:

Team Name QOrigins:

Championship Years: _ |

.
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Name: Date:

What makes a toy special enough to be remembered for generations? In Rochester, New York, the
Natinnal Tov Hall of Fame tries to answer that amestion Tt is lncated ingide The Strone National
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includes the ball, the cardboard box, and even the stick. These simple objects have allowed children to
invent their own games and use their imaginations for generations.

Every November, new toys join the collection in Rochester. The National Toy Hall of Fame reminds
visitors that toys are more than things to play with. They can show how people learn, create, imagine,
and have fun, and one of the best places to explore that history is right here in New York State.

1. Underline the standards used by The National Toy Hall of Fame to decide which toys to include.

2.0n the lines below, nominate a toy you think should be in the Hall of Fame. Use details from the
text to support your choice.

ebration was
paper. The -3
iter, when the city stopped the

:\Jlfl: ELLUVLLLILL LIS WYL I vYalulal
hr's celebration more than a
year.

|

Iinstezld of simply ringing a
wn thinking,

prop has become more than




Joseph Cornell, Artist

Name: Date:

Joseph Cornell was born on December 24, 1903, in Nyack, New York. He grew up in
New York and later lived for many years in Queens, where he created the ugusy:
artwork that made him famous.

Cornell did not attend art school. Instead, he taught himself by looking NEW '\%LﬁK Ira Gershwin
wn:n:ld around him and collecting interesting objects. He ofte:.n \-1.-31.Ted book] @ e -1 Putting Words to Music
antique shops, flea markets, and other places around New York City. He gz December
such as old photographs, maps, marbles, feathers, toys, and small objects st Date:
attention.

Cornell became best known for ereating shadow boxes. These were woo Ira Gershwin was born in New York City on December 6, 1896. He grew up in a family
that he filled with carefully arranged objects and pictures. Some of hisbox{  that loved music and writing. Ira was quieter and more interested in words than his
stars, travel, ballet, history, and places he imagined. By placing ordinary olf  younger brother George, who became a well-known composer. Ira enjoyed writing poems,

ornell created artwork that could feel mysterious, dreamlike, or full  jokes, and short verses, and eventually discovered that his talent for words could be used to
art was different from the large paintings that were popular during write song lyrics.

art did not have to be painted on a canvas. A small box filled with everyday In the 1920s, Ira and George Gershwin began working together. George wrote the musie, while Ira
work of art. ngs, films,

Joseph Cornell sper 's theater
found there helped ins
is remembered as an a tched the
ses that
just right.
y musical
his long
theater.

1. Go back to the text.
2.In paragraph 3, und
3.Put a star % next to the sentence that best explains how New York influg

4.In complete sentences, explain why Cornell is a Notable New Yorker. Us 1.What is a lyricist?

2.How did Ira and George Gershwin work together?

3. Why did writing good lyrics require more than simply making words rhyme?

Louis Hunt seph Cornell, circa 1918, Joseph Cornell papers, 1804-1986. Archives of Americar

4. Which detail best shows that Ira Gershwin’s work was important to American music?
A, He grew up in New York City.
B. He enjoyed writing poems when he was young.
C. He became the first lyricist to receive a Pulitzer Prize.
D. His brother George played the piano.




	Directions & Teacher Helpful Hints
	Student Cover if you want to make this a packet.
	NYS Detective - Students make observations and inferences as they investigate historic photographs.
	Mapping NYS - Students practice map skills and review geography.
	NYS Then - Take a Look at the Past with informational texts, map and primary sources.
	NYS Innovations - Learn about inventors Willis Carrier and Tony Sarg.
	NYS in Numbers - students analyze data related to NYS.
	Only in NYS - through informational text & text based questions, students learn about NYS.
	Notable New Yorkers - students learn about New Yorkers who made a difference.

