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Fracking	–	Its	Benefits	and	Dangers	

	
	

A	Brief	History	of	Fracking	

Fracking	 is	 a	way	 that	people	get	 gas	 and	oil	 from	 the	ground.	Fracking	means	 that	 cracks	are	

made	 in	 rocks	underground,	by	using	a	 special	 liquid	 that	 is	pumped	using	a	very	 strong	 force.	

This	 liquid	 forces	 the	 gas	 and	oil	 out	 of	 the	 rocks.	Many	people	 believe	 that	 fracking	 can	 cause	

serious	problems	to	our	planet.	But	there	are	also	many	people	who	believe	that	without	fracking,	

we	would	 not	 be	 able	 to	 get	 the	 energy	we	 need	 to	 drive	 our	 cars,	 and	 have	 electricity	 in	 our	

homes.		Wind	power,	solar	power,	and	traditional	ways	to	get	oil	and	gas	using	oil	rigs	and	wells	

can	still	be	used,	but	these	ways	still	need	to	get	better	and	they	cost	lots	of	money.	

	
	Fracking	Protest	-	Photo	credit:	greensefa	

How	Does	Fracking	Work?	

• Fracking	 starts	 by	 drilling	 a	 well	 deep	 into	 the	 rock	

where	 the	oil	 and	gas	 are	 located	 (oil	 and	gas	wells).	

These	wells	are	usually	found	1	-	2	miles	(1.6	–	3.2	km)	

below	the	surface.		

• The	 drill	 is	 bent	 into	 the	 shape	 of	 an	 L	 and	 drilling	

continues	 in	the	horizontal	direction	for	thousands	of	

feet.		

	



	

	

	
• Once	the	fracking	is	finished	in	an	area,	the	wells	are	filled	with	cement.		

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Why	Fracking?	

	
It	is	not	allowed	in	many	countries	because	some	believe	it	is	not	safe.		

	

The	Impact	of	Fracking	on	the	environment		

Fracking	is	not	allowed	in	some	countries	because	many	people	believe	that	it	hurts	the	planet.	It	

can	cause	air	pollution,	it	can	make	drinking	water	dirty,	and	it	can	cause	earthquakes.	Although	

fracking	has	been	helpful,	it	may	end	up	being	harmful	to	the	earth	and	people.		

	

Wellhead	left	after	fracking	equipment	has	been	removed.	Photo	
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This	 kind	 of	 air	 pollution	 can	 cause	more	 cancer;	 irritate	 the	 eyes,	 nose,	 and	 throat;	 harm	 the	

nervous,	respiratory,	and	immune	systems.	

	

Also,	 fracking	 can	 cause	 small	 earthquakes,	 which	may	 or	may	 not	 be	 noticed.	 Some	 scientists	

think	 that	 if	 these	 small	 earthquakes	keep	happening,	 very	dangerous	 earthquakes	may	end	up	

happening	too.	

	

Reading	Comprehension	Questions	

1. What	is		

2. Explain	how	a	fracking	well	is	created.			

3. What	is		

4. What	is	the	function	of	the	sand	in	the	slickwater	mixture?		

5. List	at		

6. What		

7. Give	two	impacts	of	fracking	on	the	environment.		

	

Extension	Questions		

8. Do	you		

9. Do	your	own	research	on	fracking	and	fill	in	columns	shown	below	(redraw	the	columns	in	your	

workbook).	For	each	point	you	must	state	a)	where	you	got	your	information	(the	website,	article,	

etc.),	b)	who	stated	the	information,	c)	where	they	work	-	do	they	work	for	an	environmentalist	

group,	oil	company	or	other	(describe	who	they	work	for).	You	must	have	at	least	5	points	for	each	

side	of	the	table.	

Benefits	of	Fracking	 Negatives	of	Fracking	

	 	

	

10. Based	on		

11. The	potential	release		
	

	

	

	

	
	



	

	

Reading	Comprehension	Questions	-	Answer	Key	
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