
Directions for three-fold foldable:

1. Cut along the perimeter of the rectangle.

2. Fold along the solid line

3. Cut along the dashed lines.

4. Take notes on the three modes of persuasion on the back of the flaps 
(the side that folds in).  I often have the students take notes before
gluing anything down.  It can be difficult to take notes in the notebook
with pieces glued.

5. Glue the side that says, “Glue this side down.”

6. Glue the back of the paragraph into the blank, right-side of the
foldable and underline the ethos, pathos, and logos in the writing.

Notes for three-old foldable

Ethos: The speaker’s/writer’s credibility.  The writer/speaker provides evidence to the audience 
that they are a credible and knowledgeable source.  

Pathos: The audience's emotions. The speaker/writer appeals to the audience’s emotions and 
may also appeal to the audience's need for social acceptance. 

Logos: Logic and reasoning. The speaker/writer provides factual evidence to support the claim; 
strengthening credibility.  
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Modes of Persuasion

Glue this side down

Cut along the dashed lines 

Cut along the dashed lines

Glue this side down

Ethos

Logos

Pathos



After living near the ocean my entire childhood, I 

decided to become a marine biologist and focus my 

research efforts on sea turtles and the very important 

role they have in the marine ecosystem. Growing up I 

would head to the beach every night, hoping to witness 

the hatching of the sea turtles. It made me sad to see 

the baby sea turtles that were unable to make it to the 

ocean after hatching. They were so helpless, and I felt 

helpless; until I decided to do something to help 

them. Sea turtles are known as a “keystone species,” 

meaning they are an integral part of their environment 

and influence other species around them. Sea turtles 

maintain healthy seagrass beds and coral reefs; which 

are habitats for other marine life. A diminished 

population or extinction of sea turtles would negatively 

impact other marine life and fauna in different 

ways. There are ways we can help to save the sea 

turtles and the other species who rely on the turtles. It 

only takes some awareness and willingness to make 

small changes. Recycle, reduce, and reuse whenever 

possible. Sea turtles and other marine life are eating 

plastic and getting sick, as well as becoming trapped in 

our trash and dying. It is also important, if living near 

the beach, to minimize light pollution. When sea 

turtles hatch, they use the moon light to guide them to 

the water. Just small changes can help. Do your 

research and find the ways you can help; we can all 

make a change.
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After living near the ocean my entire childhood, I decided to become a marine biologist 

and focus my research efforts on sea turtles and the very important role they have in 

the marine ecosystem. Growing up I would head to the beach every night, hoping to 

witness the hatching of the sea turtles. It made me sad to see the baby sea turtles that 

were unable to make it to the ocean after hatching. They were so helpless, and I felt 

helpless; until I decided to do something to help them. Sea turtles are known as a 

“keystone species,” meaning they are an integral part of their environment and 

influence other species around them. Sea turtles maintain healthy seagrass beds and 

coral reefs; which are habitats for other marine life. A diminished population or 

extinction of sea turtles would negatively impact other marine life and fauna in 

different ways. There are ways we can help to save the sea turtles and the other species 

who rely on the turtles. It only takes some awareness and willingness to make small 

changes. Recycle, reduce, and reuse whenever possible. Sea turtles and other marine 

life are eating plastic and getting sick, as well as becoming trapped in our trash and 

dying. It is also important, if living near the beach, to minimize light pollution. When 

sea turtles hatch, they use the moon light to guide them to the water. Just small 

changes can help. Do your research and find the ways you can help; we can all make a 

change. Pr
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Modes of Persuasion
Upload this version of the template into any online learning platform for digital note-taking. 

Ethos

Pathos

logos



Notes for digital version

Ethos: The speaker’s/writer’s credibility.  The writer/speaker provides evidence to the audience 
that they are a credible and knowledgeable source.  

Pathos: The audience's emotions. The speaker/writer appeals to the audience’s emotions and 
may also appeal to the audience's need for social acceptance. 

Logos: Logic and reasoning. The speaker/writer provides factual evidence to support the claim; 
strengthening credibility.  
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Topic sentence/Claim:

Ethos: establish 
credibility of author

Pathos: appeal to 
audience’s emotions

Logos: Provide relevant 
facts and details with 
logic and reasoning

Conclusion: 

Modes of Persuasion: Writing activity

Name______________________________ Date____________
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Name __________________________ Date __________

Modes of Persuasion

It’s your turn to persuade an audience.  Answer the following prompt using the modes of persuasion. 
Be sure to establish credibility, provide reasoning, and appeal to your audience’s emotions 

Prompt: Your principal is meeting with parents to discuss the use of cell phones in school.  You and 
your friends feel strongly about the topic and want to attend the meeting.  Write a persuasive essay 
explaining why students should or should not use cell phones during school.  
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Name __________________________ Date __________

Modes of Persuasion

It’s your turn to persuade an audience.  Answer the following prompt using the modes of persuasion. 
Be sure to establish credibility, provide reasoning, and appeal to your audience’s emotions 

Prompt: Your middle school is thinking about making lunch 20 minutes longer to provide more 
time to eat and socialize.  Your principal has asked each student to write an essay explaining why 
lunch should or should not be extended 20 minutes.  
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Name __________________________ Date __________

Modes of Persuasion

It’s your turn to persuade an audience.  Answer the following prompt using the modes of persuasion. 
Be sure to establish credibility, provide reasoning, and appeal to your audience’s emotions 

Prompt: Homework is a way to reinforce concepts taught during school, but it can also interfere 
with extra-curricular activities outside of the school day.  Write a persuasive essay explaining why 
homework should or should not be given.  
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Name __________________________ Date __________

Modes of Persuasion

It’s your turn to persuade an audience.  Answer the following prompt using the modes of persuasion. 
Be sure to establish credibility, provide reasoning, and appeal to your audience’s emotions 

Prompt:
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