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Day 2: The Source

Materials:
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Lesson Question: How did Sarah Hale help make Thanksgiving a national holiday?
Before reading give students this purpose: As we read, pay attention to:

o What Sarah Hale wanted

image of a letter Sarah person to whom you are addressing the letter.

ld on the same day, in all the States...”

N colehrate on the same day?

» What obstacles she faced
o What actions she took

o . Fvaal s e
+« Why she refused to give up Possible responses:

* She wanted a national Thanksgiving.
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Day 1: The book. & e

Materials:
Included with download:
e “What did we learn about Sarah Hale?” table. Could be used by just the teacher,
students could fill it out during discussion as well.

Detailed, standar
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+ No, it would take Congress.
¢ Maybe if they were famous.
* Maybe if they had a really good idea.

Introduce the Scenario

Tell students: “Imagine there is something you think every American should do.

You write a letter asking the president to make it happen. He says no.

So you write another letter.

And another.

And another.

You keep trying for seventeen years.

Ask: “Would you keep going? Why or why not?”

Reveal: Tell students: “Today we're going to meet a woman named Sarah Josepha Hale.
She believed Americans should celebrate Thanksgiving as a national holiday.

For years, she wrote letters, published articles, and encouraged leaders to support her
idea.

Our job is to find out: How did one woman help change a nation?

rlmut Sarah Hale:
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Student note catcher pagesto P&
accompany Thank you, Sarah by
Laurie Halse Anderson
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Day 3: Write Your Own Leiter

Materials:
+ “The Power of the Pen - Identify a P
+ “The Power 1e Pen - Problem De
+ “The Power of the Pen” writing pie
* Bulletin hoard artwork

Students will brainstorm ideas about problem

Philadelphia, Sept. 28th 1
Sir.--
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minutes of your precious time, while laying b

ars [ have set forth
the papers before

Lm:l l|l|l[l

General g
gentlem you will see, have nobly aided t
desired Tha iving Union.

But I fin ohstacles not possible
withont legislative aid -- that each State shoy
oblig 1 the Governor to appoi
November, annually, as Tt iving I
would require years to be realized, it ha

ation from the P

The cover of Godey’s Lady’s Book. Sarah Hale as the Editor.
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Analyzing Sarah Hale’s Letter
g

Directions: Read Sarah Hale's letter to President Abraham Lincoln from September 28, 1863.
Then, answer the questions below using evidence from the text.

1. To whom is
this letter
addressed?

4, What does
this letter
reveal about
Sarah Hale's
character?
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What is the negative impact of this pr wrote Dersuasive letters

Start by brainstorming. What are some problems you see in our

Persuasive Writing Piece inspired by
Sarah Hale
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Artwork for a bulletin
board to display students’

writing.

Read your ideas. Which one do you feel the most strongly about? Cirele it.




	Detailed, standard aligned lesson plans.
	Student note catcher pages to accompany Thank you, Sarah by Laurie Halse Anderson
	Primary Source with Analysis
	Persuasive Writing Piece inspired by Sarah Hale
	Artwork for a bulletin board to display students’ writing.

