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Mapping NYS
Students build geographic skills by working with maps, locations, directions,
borders, bodies of water, grids, and spatial relationships. Some pages ask students to
recall what they know, while others are designed for students to use a classroom
map, atlas, or other reference.

NYS Detective

Students investigate historical photographs, maps, and other primary sources.
Rather than simply identifying what they see, students are asked to notice details,
find evidence, make inferences, and think about what a source can tell us about New
York in the past.

NYS Then

These activities connect the month to important events in New York history.
Students may read a short passage, examine a historical source, compare ideas, or
use evidence to think more deeply about why an event mattered.

Only in NYS

Students explore places, traditions, natural features, agriculture, symbols, and other
topics with a special connection to New York State. These pages are designed to build
background knowledge while helping students see the variety found across their
state.

Think About NYS

These are reasoning challenges. Students use what they know about geography and
history to make predictions, recognize patterns, draw conclusions, or explain their
thinking. In many cases, more than one response may be reasonable when it is
supported with good evidence.

NYS Innovates

Students meet New Yorkers whose ideas, inventions, or innovations solved problems
and changed the way people lived or worked. Activities often ask students to consider
the problem, solution, and impact and may include patents, diagrams, or other
historical evidence.

NYS in Numbers

Students use real-world New York data presented in graphs, charts, or tables.
Encourage students to read the title, labels, categories, and units carefully before
answering. The goal is not simply computation—it is learning to use numbers as
evidence and draw conclusions from data.

Notable New Yorkers

Students will meet people who made an impact on New York State and beyond.
Through short, engaging activities, they will learn about the lives, accomplishments,
and contributions of New Yorkers from history, science, the arts, sports, government,
and more.

Using The New York Daily

The New York Daily is designed to give students a short, engaging New York State social studies
challenge while building skills they will use throughout the year. The activities are not meant to be
taught as a separate unit or completed in a particular sequence. Instead, they provide opportunities to
revisit important geography, history, inquiry, data, and literacy skills in a variety of ways.

Use the pages as morning work, early finisher activities, enrichment, bell ringers, independent
practice, or a quick addition to your social studies block. Activities are intended to be completed
independently in just a few minutes, but may lead naturally into a class discussion.

ELA Is Built In

Although the focus is New York State socia
throughout the packet. Depending on the acti
locate text evidence, interpret information fre
information, determine cause and effect, and
gives students an authentic reason to use thos

A student cover is included in case you wish t

Helpful Hints
+ Use the activities in any order. Calendar-1
the others can be selected to complement
practice.
» Project sources when helpful. Historical p
details. Displaying the source on a sereen

irarackioatiom aoaciar

* Don tleel that every page needs a grade. |
assessment, discussion, or a quick look at

The New York Daily
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Thanksgiving is one of the busiest travel times of the year. Millions of people travel to visit family and
PP — _ - . friends, and many make their trips by car. In New York State, interstate highways help travelers move
i T3k, i ' e S between major cities and across long distances. Use the map to see how these highways connect different
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Name: Date:

This map was created in 1966. The titl
6‘1‘5 What do you observe (see)? now. Instead, the name of the specific 7~ abaly,
NEW YOR | New York State Roads

. Armistice Day to Veterans Day oy [¥ 3O ' @D Dadi S
ovember LM it et 5 November

Name: Date: Gl i e

Name: Date:

Not every road is part of the same road system. Roads are divided into different groups based on

An armistice is an agreement to stop Fig. 36 where they go and which government is responsible for taking care of them. This helps organize
ﬁ.‘_—‘.h'fllﬂ:i_';- On November 11, 1918, an ) TR . | — cp thousands of miles of roads. It also helps drivers know what kind of road they are traveling on. Road
armistice between Germany and the Allied T ] r  T 8 & o signs use different shapes, colors, numbers, and names to help identify these road systems.
nations brought the fighting of World War I i = 3| TF ; ; ; S
it el T toscle et b 1100 5 Hh T am=mm, Interstate highways are part of a national highway system that connects major cities and states

(= . - - 1 r . .
i I o of ke 1 dss of - -~ ' E ) - . W across the country. They are built for longer-distance travel and usually have several lanes,
the 1 mﬁ' manth. One vear later. Americans 5 g . ) 1 = entrance and exit ramps, and higher speed limits. The federal government helps fund the
began observing N T —— ’,N [P —— LM ) e At e A jrie g . = 1 =3 Interstate Highway System, but in New York, state agencies are generally responsible for

i L i I - e A o i I » L - . o . . s . s . i .
o maintaining interstate highways. Interstate signs are shaped like a shield and are usually red,

white and hlye In New York 1-9() Lrayels ooct ‘ﬂﬂd west aproce mnnh ﬂ: illiﬁ State u‘hﬂg L5

November 11 to honor Americans who have served in the United States Armed Forees. The date still -
connects the holiday to that November morning in 1918 when people in Rochester and communities across and and water? ek 1 - NI Local roads and streets are found within towns, villages, and cities. They are often
= Thompson, John Henry. Geography of

the country celebrated the end of the fighting in World War I. the roads people use to reach homes, schools, parks, and local businesses. Instead of a

route number, many local roads are identified by a street name, such as Main Street,
Church Street, or Maple Avenue. Town, village, or city governments are usually
responsible for caring for these roads.

A— . ime : Directions: Study the map and its legendy
1. What was an armistice? pken a long time ago? \ pé . g
from the map to answer the questions.

1. What do you notice about where the sq

1.Why are roads divided into different systems?

2. Why was November 11 important in 19187 areas?
Faph. How might the railroad have changed

2. Which type of road is designed mainly to connect major cities and states over longer distances?

3. Look at the photograph of Rochester on November 11, 1918, What evidence in the photograph
shows that the armistice was important to people in the city?

2. The Adirondack region has far fewer 4

ap might help explain this pattern? . : : . .
fap Mgt Telp expraii tis partern 3. How are local roads usually identified differently from interstate, state, and county roads?

4. Why was Armistice Day changed to Veterans Day in 19547
ection, The New York Public Library. (1850 - 1930). R.R. Bridge,

s/ T9e2fa0l-c552-01 2(-0623-58d385a7be34

4. Why might a traveler use more than one type of road during the same trip? Use information from the
passage in your answer,
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Name: Date:

Date:

On November 27, 1910, Pennsylvani; s - =
York City. Before the station was built,
travel directly into Manhattan. The tra
train and take a ferry across the Hudso @) !

find a faster and easier way to bring pa November

| e ] s i, 2 i ew kind of parade attraction.

The Smu‘[lmf “dq a huge engul&:nn Name: : NEW YUR_Q:’ Willis Carrier P o ed live animals from the Central Park
and the Ed:-:il RI\-I(’I“. Steam locomotives (& el % Modern Air Conditioning O g exciting that could be seen by the
used electric trains to carry passengers November U0 - streets. Sarg began thinking about

' - mal figures move through the parade.
DIRNRER Name: Date: > & P

miles of underground tunnels connecti
sTo b e Ip solve the problem.
NEW YORK® e~ W ¢ ¥, POINTS 1N DEEF SHELL Willis Carrier was born in Angola, New York, on November 26, 1876. He was interested in math and

Tony Sarg was an artist, illustrator, and puppeteer who worked in
The A _ : v New York City. He became well known for creating marionettes—
NEW YORKS® Thanksgiving Dinner ; o ' y | puppets that move with strings. Macy’s hired Sarg to design holiday
1899 gl 1V 3 parade. His experience with puppets

character balloons to the parade.

@rlad Armistice Day to Veterans Day | | e Cream of Artichokes solving problems. Carrier studied engineering at Cornell University in [thaca and graduated in 1901. Soon filled with aic and.suPDOﬂEd by
November A/ EE am developed helium-filled balloons

Salted Almonds Celery afterward, he went to work for the Buffalo Forge Company in Buffalo, ide-d ionettes: instead
FISH 2 . . s - - e Upsde-aown marionettes: insted
Name: Date: PRI 9 SIS I S In 1902, Carrier was given an unusual problem to solve. A printing company in Brooklyn was having P
BN o b3 o, HeTmen; . . : ; : used ropes to control a balloon
trouble making colorful pictures. When the air was very humid, the paper absorbed moisture and changed
, - celery sauce Souoked Tongoe and splmen size. As the paper went through the printing press several times, the different colors did not always line u
fighting. On November 11, 1918, an ] S : o 5 P &P i P

An armistice is an agreement to stop P TITHE E BOILED
ENTREES

armistice between Germany and the Allied * 1 T - A correctly. The company needed a way to control the moisture in the air.

" . i prE e ! e PO S Nl e Carrier designed a system that moved air across cold coils. As the air cooled, some of its moisture was
to an end. It took effect at 11:00 in the _ il i 1L | RIS removed. This allowed the printing plant to control both the temperature and the humidity inside the
morning—the 11th hour of the 11th day of : E ifsld i S g e bu

key, chestnut stuffing, cranberty siuce

- people farther back in the crowd to
ers. Over time, designers continued

nations brought the fighting of World War I led. Giant character balloons became

the 11th month. One year later, Americans T o e

began observing November 11 as Armistice [%s F 2 : : R g GAME de:

STLETY ¥ o Y RATE . -"‘_ L - e . 2 % 4 % | [ g B ¥ kA il Qraadl on toast with watercress

The Problem: What problem The Solution: What solution The Impact: What impact did
did Willis Carrier want to solve? did he find? this invention have?

In 1954, the name of the holiday was changed to Veterans Day. Today, Veterans Day is observed every = TDEL T Citle

Bananas Orranges

November 11 to honor Americans who have served in the United States Armed Forces. The date still .-11“1:;-'|:-1]::t ot deT Mk A xplain how his knowledge of puppets

connects the holiday to that November morning in 1918 when people in Rochester and communities across Coflee Tea Bemet Cider btails from the passage.
the country celebrated the end of the fighting in World War 1.

Juilding suggest about the kind of place
1. What was an armistice?

e at a Thanksgiving dinner today.

2. Why was November 11 important in 19187

Intrées, roasts, vegetables, and desserts.
the hotel?

3. Look at the photograph of Rochester on November 11, 1918, What evidence in the photograph r fancy meal? Explain your choice in one
shows that the armistice was important to people in the city?

ke a list of similarities and differences.

4. Why was Armistice Day changed to Veterans Day in 1954?
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Name: Date:

The _-I-HLL E .ix
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Directions: Use the information on the Thanksgiving plate to answer the questions.

e _..I.l.l.!u_ F
NEW YDR.Q_’ Veterans Across New York State

; : Date:
Y rk Tba ks o 1.Which food had the gre: November Name ate
A Neﬂ 0 n gl”lng p harvested acres in New Name: Date:
* P‘ate bg the Numbers \ More than 400 million years ago, long before dinosaurs lived, much of what is now New York State
by o . iy . was covered by shallow seas. One of the animals that lived in those waters was a eurypterid, an extinct
Harvested acres in New York State, 2024 people who have served in : ’ ., ‘ . ) )
- I . . t New York State. The graph animal often called a “sea scorpion.” Eurypterids were arthropods, animals with hard outer coverings,
e i 8 5 4 w .
NEw YOR_Q" Daylight in November Ksiarana. jointed legs, and bodies made of sections. Arthropods include animals such as spiders, scorpions, insects,
@D Las P ' and horseshoe crabs.
November One species of eurypterid was Eurypterus remipes. It had a hard outer covering, several pairs of legs,
Name: Date: ' State and a long body that ended in a pointed tail. It lived during the Silurian Period, about 420 million years
Directions: Use the daylight data to answer the questions. [ ago. Fossils of this animal have been found in large numbers in rocks near Buffalo in Erie County. New
\E h davlieht did Albany 1 A fossil is the preserved remains or signs of a plant or animal that lived long ago. Fossils give scientists
8 . .How much dayligh hany have _ i o : : :
Hours Of Dayhght in Alban'y’ W Rt & A clues about what Earth was like in the past. Finding fossils of sea animals in New York rocks tells
on November 1? ienti hat th ir h r diff fi he fi f / ities w
. scientists that the environment here was once very different from the forests, farms, towns, and cities we
New York During November see todsy
2.How much daylight was lost between Tin 1004 Nan: Varls affininlli ahans Brmmdamis wasainas o T IPAPERT I JPVL K. (ST, DT, L S|
ke 33,524
{ Key: *_O: = 1 hour of daylight J November 1 and November 30?
Nessau S
HYS Depariment of Labor

4. What pattern do you notice in the

o Nov. 22 O'OOOD‘OOOO( 3 9 hr 34 min amount of daylight during

November?

3. Which detail best explains why Eurypterus remipes was chosen as New York’s state fossil?

A, It lived at the same time as dinosaurs.

B. It was larger than other sea animals.

in Erie County? C. Many of its fossils have been found in western New York.

N 3 30 _:"l. ‘-_:L = 'l_lk . ‘._‘.I ‘:_..\.I ‘.-_:Ll. ‘-_:l = ‘._:l - ’._.l . ’:_:l o '_- " S ) & 3
o030 AN AR it ty? D. It still lives in New York waters today.

4. Why are fossils useful to scientists studying New York’s past? Use one or two details from the
passage in your answer.

5.Based on the pattern in the data, would you expect Albany to have more or less than 9 hours 20
minutes of daylight in early December? Explain your thinking in complete sentences.
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Name: Date: hiia: Draks:

Aaron Copland was born in Brooklyn, New Yor

interested in music and learned to play the piano. N?EW ‘-‘;"'61’1*‘- Directions: Imagine your family is creating a Thanksgiving time capsule to open many years from now.

he wanted to become a composer—a person who v @) Choose objects that would help you remember what Thanksgiving with vour family is like today. Do not
. '.__,.-—-— -

Next, Copland worked to learn as much as he ¢ November - include food or anything that could spoil.
study at a e — - Think about your family’s traditions, activi

Carl Sagan:
Helping People Understand the Universe

teacher. I
-y s T AR - 1 e "I'"L'L i
building } NEW Y""&Lﬁ' = Elizabeth Cady Stanton: 749 4. As a child, he was curious NEW YORKS
Bnring G Al T Working for Women’s Rights  Yotable’ nderstand what was beyond . @) ady ™ Where would you go?
Copland November /= swers. That curiosity helped lead Item for Time Capsule November
tunes and Name: Date: Name: Date:
music for P68, he joined Cornell University
Later, Elizabeth Cady Stanton was born in Johnstown, New York, on November 12, 1815. As she grew Ivears. He became the director of Which of these three New York places would you most like to visit for outdoor activities? Cirele your

Library o up, Stanton saw that women did not have many of the same rights and opportunities as men. Laws

Appalach and customs limited what women could do. For example, women could not vote, and married
Asheg women had limited control over property and money. Stanton believed these rules needed to change. space missions, including

wrote ab In 1848, Stanton helped organize a meeting in Seneca Falls, New York, to discuss women’s rights. oyager missions to the outer

music tha More than 300 women and men attended what became known as the Seneca Falls Convention, the SA and even helped prepare
in 1990, ; first women’s rights convention in the United States. mountains, forests, and lakes.  hike trails at nearby state along the Atlantic Ocean.

For the convention_Stanton helned write a document ealled the Declaration of Sentiments Tt was aBadc mn doaiond aotesas T Visitors can hike trails in the parks, see waterfalls, and Visitors can swim and walk on
Dir _ Adirondack High Peaks, enjoy boating, paddling, or ocean beaches, fish, hike or
paddle or swim in area lakes, fishing on Cayuga Lake. bike through parks, and
and enjoy skiing, explore the rocky coastline.

ntists better understand Venus, choice.

Lake Placid — Ithaca — Finger Lakes Montauk — Long Island
Adirondacks Ithaca is known for its gorges Montauk is located at the
Lake Placid is surrounded by and waterfalls. Visitors can eastern end of Long Island

he

Man. helped build a movement that continued long atter the Seneca Falls Convention.

2.Circle t <fefe
that hel Directions: Look back at the text and find a problem Elizabeth Cady Stanton wanted to change and
the solutions she and others used to work toward change.

e and understand science.

4. How did A4

S 1. What was the main problem described in the text?
details fron|

A. Women did not want to attend public meetings.

B. Women did not have many of the same rights and opportunities as men.
C. New York did not have enough schools.

D. Stanton wanted to become a government leader.

hnd science?

) . ) stronomy and space. Which location would you recommend to someone who enjoys a different kind of outdoor activity than
2. Underline two things Stanton did to help solve the problem. ) you do? Explain why.

3. Why was the Seneca Falls Convention part of the solution?
New Yorker.

4.Did the problem described in the passage get solved right away? Use one detail from the text to

support your answer.




	Directions & Teacher Helpful Hints
	Student Cover if you want to make this a packet.
	NYS Detective - Students make observations and inferences as they investigate historic photographs.
	Mapping NYS - Students practice map skills and review geography.
	NYS Then - Take a Look at the Past with informational texts, map and primary sources.
	NYS Innovations - Learn about inventors Willis Carrier and Tony Sarg.
	NYS in Numbers - students analyze data related to NYS.
	Only in NYS - through informational text & text based questions, students learn about NYS.
	Notable New Yorkers - students learn about New Yorkers who made a difference.
	Think About NYS - students apply what they know with thoughtful texts and questions.

