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e Students solve problems to discovera their answers reveal a
secret message

e NO PREP, NO MARKING, NO MATERIALS hidden message.

Ecology Role Cipher Key

Producer, Consumer, Decomposer Cipher Puzzie

Inatructions: Road each scolagy chat and classity Lho organism by its rolk in the scosysters. Use the Ecclogy Role/Term Number Role/Term Number
Ruoda Ciphir Koy & find th ciphas siumnbsr for Braf robs. Thisn conved e romber io o eiier using A= 1, B= 2, C = -
3, and 5o on, Wrike the letiors in onder and add spaces Lo reveal the hidden mes sage. Pﬁmary consumer 1 DECOmpOSEf 15
Buokegy Rcke Clpher Kay Consumer 3 Carnivore 18
S C— 7 — Producer 5 Scavenger 19
Prodiscer — e Detritivore 12 Secondary consumer 20
Hortbre K E— . — 5 Herbivore 13 Omnivore 25
Studard Duesibsns
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1 'g;:;mmwwm-nmmnwmuda [ [ Student Questions
Tt by b s | Cipher
g e Sy o — # | Clue Role/Term Number Letter
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; , :.12"“""‘““_“?‘" A 1 | Grass uses sunlight to make its own food at the base of a Producer 5 E
= :E&“m'“ ':;E;::E;m;“.;xr - food chain.
| EALA G peiaS Thil & Grasa T T
3 [ Finaipteticn i she e s s X 2 | Abroad role for an organism that cannot make its own food Consumer 3 C
ST A snsks ewds on e roge, tnd obhat sinan.__—__— _ s_md ggts energy h}' eating oltherl organisms.
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13| in & pon make thekr own food using sunight
| A ey vulture feeds on carmion instead of hunbing ive pray. |
15 | A gresshoppor sals gmss and o planis.
PE | A rabiet sats clover and s the irsl consumaes in This lood
hain

chain.
17_| A small fish eals zooplaniion that st aigae.
18| An owl aals & mouse thal als seeds

19 | An cak tree makos its cwn 1000 Bnd POOUCES ACOMS.
20 | A hawh leeds on snakes, mics, and o animas
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HOW THESE ACTIVITIES HELP YOU

Y>> Saves Prep Time - Everything is
pre-made, ready to go, and fully
editable.

Y>> Provides Built-In Assessments -
The activity lets students self-
assess and lets you quickly check
for understanding.

Y>> Perfect for: Review, Practice,
Homework, and more!
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Ecology Role Cipher Key

Role/Term Number | Role/Term Number

Primary consumer 1 Decomposer 15

Consumer 3 Carmnivore 18

Producer 9 Scavenger 19

Detritivore 12 Secondary consumer 20

Herbivore 13 Omnivore 25

Student Questions
# |cClue Role/Term Cipher Letter
Number

1 Grass uses sunlight to make its own food at the base of a Producer 5 E
food chain.

2 | Abroad role for an organism that cannot make its own food Consumer 3 [od
and gets energy by eating other organisms.

Full Teacher
Answer Key

Producer, Consumer, Decomposer Cipher Puzzie - Answer Key

Clue

Grass uses sunlight io make its own food at the base of
a food chain
A broad role for an arganism that cannot make its own

| food and gets enargy by eating other organisms

A mushroom grewing on a dead log breaks. down dead
material and recycles nuinienis.

A vulture feeds on the body of a dead animal that it did
not hunt.

A raccoon eats berries, insects, eggs, and small
animals.

| A hyena feeds on laflovers from another animal's kil

A frog eals grasshoppers that ate grass

| Phytoplankion in the ocean use sunlight lo make Tood.
| A deer eats leaves, grass, and other plant material.

A snakp feeds on mice, Trogs, and other animals
Bactena break down dead keaves and rebum nutiants
o tha soil.

| An earthworm feeds on dead plant matter and organic

waste in soil

Algaa in a pond make their own food wsing sunlight

A turkey vulture feeds on camon inslead of hunting live
proy.

A grasshopper aals grass and other plants,

A rabbil eals clover and is the firs{ congsumer in this
food chain,
A small fish eats zooplankion that abe algae

[An owl eals a mouse thal ate seeds,

An oak red makes ils own lood and produces acoms

A hawk feads on snakes, mice, and ofher animals.

Correct Cipher
Role/Term Numbar
Producer 5
Consumer 3
Decomposar 15
Scavenger 19
Omnivore 25
Scavenger 19
Secondary 20
consumer
Producer 5
Herbivore 13
Camivore 18
Decomposar 15
Datritivore 12
Producer 5
Scavenger 19
| Herbivare 13
Primary 1
CONSUMmEr
Secondary 20
consumar
Secondary 20
consumer
Producer
Camivore 18
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Students Use Clues to Answer

Questions. Their Answers Reveal
a Hidden Message.




- e How to identify producers,
What Will Your consumers, and decomposers

Students Learn? . How to distinguish between herbivores,
carnivores, and omnivores

SIMPLY DOWNLOAD AND
AN oA e]0): 8310l hsf ¢ How scavengers and detritivores
eimrmemma | OFull Answer Key help recycle matter in ecosystems
= ['=_ T |&NoPrep, Just Print - - i
=~~~ |@Perfact fo e How to |den.t|fy prlmary. and secondary
- e |  Review consumers in food chains

* Practice e How organisms get energy in

* Adcitional different ecosystem roles

work for early y

e How to connect ecology vocabulary to
clues and patterns in a puzzle format

finishers

NO PREP or Materlals




e Producer, Consumer, Decomposer Cipher Puzzle
Worksheet
o A student-friendly activity with 20 clues focused on
identifying organism roles in ecosystems, including
producers, consumers, decomposers, scavengers,
detritivores, and consumer types. Students Use Their Answers to

e Clear Instructions Reveal a Hiddle Message
o Students read each clue, identify the correct ecosystem

role, use the cipher key to find the matching number,
and convert it to a letter to decode a hidden message.

1.For each clue, write the
answer in the ‘Answer’

« Reinforces: column. e eme
> Producer, consumer, and decomposer roles 2.1dentify the lettertobe  ri=maR=cs.
> Herbivores, carnivores, and omnivores extracted using the =
o Scavengers and detritivores “Letter position” column.  :Eassmas -
o Primary and secondary consumers 3.Write the letter in the JEEEERRm
o Food chains, ecosystem roles, and energy flow ‘Letter extracted from gp— "

vocabulary Answer’ column.
o Includes answer key and number-to-letter conversions 4 write your letters in order ;i
 No-Prep Resource
o Ready to print or assign digitally for review, practice,
early finishers, stations, homework, or sub plans.

below the table to reveal
the hidden message.




Your Activity

e Is a fun and interactive Producer, Consumer, and
_ Decomposer Cipher Puzzle
way to reinforce

e Students solve problems to discover a
concepts and study NG PREP, NO M
e DIGITAL and PRINT

e NO PREP, NO MARKING, NO MATERIALS

ready
« FULLY EDITABLE ﬁ
o Complete Answer Key

NO PREP, MATERIALS, OR MARKING
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| am a real person and If
you have any guestions,
suggestions, or concerns,

please reach out. \’
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