Students will enjoy the
reading activity
Captivating story line
with Outer Space theme
Star constellations woven
throughout the story
Quest-filled reading

adventure
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Introduction: The Galaxy
Mission Celestia
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In the distant future, travel amongst the stars is gs common as
driving down the road, Humans can travel across galaxies in the
blink of an eye. Solar expeditions are the best way to learn more
about the mysteries of the universe,

] Some children choose to Eo toschool ing classroom, while others

attend an O ‘cademy where experienced solar ng vigators

H’:J.r'n/ space explorers,

demy of Galactic Science, Luca is g bright young
been training hard. He Just learned that his
instructor has assigned him a solo mission, and he’s beaming with
exciternent.

With his space-bag carefully packed, Luca confidently waiked
along the pathway towards his starship, His classmates cheered
for him, and he was ecstatic to be going on his first proper
mission. He felt proud of his hard work, intense training, and

lots of study over the past months.

The starship, the Celestara, was a s hd modern vehicle,

Engineers especially designed it for pace exploration, an

all the buttons and controls immedid trigued Luca inside

as he stepped inside.

As Luca looked around the shiny inter

the control deck, Navi, the ship's wise 4

( made his way to

tty Al bot, greeted|

him. Luca was grateful to have Navi for pany and guidance
for the mission,

The goal of Luca’s mission was to study a t stellar signals

and uncover the hidden stories written in

‘Here is your expedition guidebook,’ Navi said in an automated
voice and handed Luca a heavy book with golden letters on 2

red velvet cover. it seemed to have nearly 1,000 pages in its
binding. ‘Would you
Navi asked.

like a warm drink of tea while you read

I might need a lot of cups of tea to get through this” Lyca

exclaimed with acheeky smile, Navi laughed with him,




e Puzzle question in
each part of the
story

e Students collect the
answers and use
certain letters to

spell a secret word
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Answer:

1 the distant future, travel amongst the stars 15 Qs common as
driving down the road. Humans can travel across galaxies in the
biink of an €pe. Solar expeditions are the best way to learn more

abaut the mysteries of the universe,

Some children cheose to go to school ina classroom, whife
attend an Orbiting

others
Academy where experienced so.l’anmw};arms
train them to become space explorers,

At the Orian Academy of Galactic Science, Luca s @ bright young

cadet who has been training hard, He just learned that his

instructor has assigned him @ solo missicn, and he's beaming with

excitement.

With his space-bag carefully packed, Luca confidently walked

along the pathway towards his starship. His classmates cheered

for him, and he was ecstatic to be going an his first proper

mission. He felt proud of his hard wor k. intense training, and

lats of study ever the past months,

The starship, the Celestara, was asleek and modern vehicle,

Engineers especially designed it for deep space exploration, and

all the buttons and controls immediately intrigued Luca inside

as he stepped inside,

As Luca looked around the shiny interior and made his way to
the control deck, Navi, the ship’s wise angd witty Al bot, greeted
him. Luca was grateful to have Navi for company and guidance

for the mission,

The goal of Luca's Mission was to Study ancient stellar signals

and uncover the hidden stories written in the stars,

‘Here is your expedition guidebook, ! said in an autemated

voice and handed Luca a heavy book olden letters on a

red velvet cover, It seemed to have nd 000 pages in its
binding. ‘Would You like a warm drink §

Navi asked.

pwhile you read?

‘I might need a lot of cups of tea to get thi thisi’ Luca

exclaimed with a cheeky smile, Mavi laugh b hirm,




Themed Short Story

e Outer Space star
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Section One: The Signal From the Belt

. 5
re qd Ing i 1ons Reod the next port of the story. Find the onswer to the puzzle question within the parographs.

With his reading complete and familiar with all the features of the Cefestara, Luca was ready to dive into the expedition properly.

He set the course for the first star constellation and stood on the observation deck, marvelling at the wonders of the galaxy. Luca

saw Orion's Belt glitter before his eyes, and its vastness thrilled him,

compr 'ehension
oy Lost in thoughts, Luca startled when Navi’s voice crackled through the cabin. ‘Cadet Luca, we have detected an unexpected coded

signal’

. Immediately, Luca raced to the control panel. He narrowed his eyes at the shimmering pattern displayed on the screen. He

3 3 N recognized the symbols from the expedition guidebook. This was a message written in pigpen cipher. But why was Luca receiving
activity ¥

Luca used the pigpen cipher to decode the word. He tapped the letters into the data pad on the

pelez jox

main screen. As he did, pixelated stars twisted and flashed, forming a glowing map. It shimmered

on the screen before bursting into fragments.

NoxeE

‘A celestial puzzle is activated,” Navi said. ‘This word is a clue. It is part of a code. We must find

the other clues.’
Now, Luca needed to solve a puzzle scattered across constellations and collect 8 puzzle pieces left

behind by civilizations long gone. His expedition just got even more exciting!

€ question: use the pigpen cipher to decode the word. Whot word does it spell out?

r: Type here




Short Story Comprehension

Outer Space star
constellation theme
Puzzle-based
comprehension questions
Answers are embedded in
the story

Engage students in a

reading task
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Short Story Escape Room Section One: The Signal From the Belt

Reod the next port of the story. Find the onswer to the puzzle question within the parogrophs.

With his reading complete and familiar with all the features of the Celestara, Luca was ready to dive into the expedition properly.
He set the course for the first star constellation and stood on the observation deck, marvelling at the wonders of the galaxy. Luca

saw Orion's Belt glitter before his eyes, and its vastness thrilled him.

Lost in thoughts, Luca startled when Navi’s voice crackled through the cabin. ‘Cadet Luca, we have detected an unexpected coded
signal’

Immediately, Luca raced to the control panel. He narrowed his eyes at the shimmering pattern displayed on the screen. He
recognized the symbols from the expedition guidebook. This was a message written in pigpen cipher. But why was Luca receiving

it?

Luca used the pigpen cipher to decode the word. He tapped the letters into the data pad on the

main screen. As he did, pixelated stars twisted and flashed, forming a glowing map, It

pelexfex

on the screen before bursting into fragments.

‘A celestial puzzle is activated,” Navi said. ‘This word is a clue. It is part of a code. We must find

the other clues.’
Now, Luca needed to solve a puzzle scattered across constellations and collect 8 puzzle pieces left

behind by civilizations long gone. His expedition just got even more exciting!

€ question: use the pigpen cipher to decode the word. What word does it spell out?

r: Type here




omplete Activity

Digital and printable
format available
Student answer sheet
provided

Answer key and
teacher instructions
Extension activities

for students
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Name:

Mission Celestia

Follow the instructions to circle

the letter of each answer,

The circled letters wil| spell out the secret worg

ExtensionTask Ideas

Short Story Escape Room

Choose an activity from the ideas below.

Section Two Answer

Date:

Create your own Research report.

constellation myth,
onstellation, for
Scorpius, Ursa

r. Find out its location,
ogy. and visibility in the

ght sky. Include any othe

Creative writing
prompt.

Science and space
vocabulary hunt.

“What happens after L

the Celestial Arc

Write the next part

fiction

Section Four Answer
Circle the THIRD letter.

Section Eight Answer
Circle the FIRST letter.

Starpath poster.

Coding connection.

e cipher pigpen code, or

Research Greek myths.
Research an d about the Greek
myths d to the
constellations he story

7
instructor has as; d him a solo mission, and he's beamin;

excitement.

With his space-bag carefully packed, Luca confidently walked
along the pathway towards his starship. His classmates cheered
for him, and he was ecstatic to be going on his first proper
mission. He felt proud of his hard work, intense training, and

lots of study over the past months.

and uncover the hidden stories written in the stars

‘Here is your expedition guidebook,’ Navi said in an automated
voice and handed Luca a heavy book with golden letterson a
red velvet cover. It seemed to have nearly 1,000 pages in its
binding. “‘Would you like a warm drink of tea while you read?"

Navi asked




Multiple Uses

Independent reading
activity
Group reading task

Intervention group

work
Whole class reading
activity

¢ Homework task
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Short Story Escape Room ExtensionTask ldeas Name: Date:

Choose on activity from the ideas below.

Create your own Research report. Science and space Creative writing
constellation myth. vocabulary hunt. prompt.
Research a star constellation, for
example Pegasus, S<or
Major. Find out its locat
mythology, and visibikity in the
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the Celestial Archive?
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With another puzzle solved, Luca returned to the guidebook to look for the next constellation. He was feeling more confident now.
Furrowing his brow in concentration, Luca turned the pages, going back and forth between two different constellations. Finally, he
decided. He rushed over to the control panel and set a course across the cosmos to the constellation Lyra. Navi spun around and

keenly flashed its lights.

As the Celestara neared the giant star Vega, a melody drifted through the control room. It had five clear tones that shimmered like
stardust and made Luca feel calm. As the music settled in the room, the data pad lit up with a constellation pattern. The circles and

lines rotated on the screen, moving in time with the music until they settled in place.

As the melody played, arrows and circles of the constellation lit up in time with the music. The light beams and the melody were

working together to form a glowing word within the pattern. ‘This data fragment is encoded in sound,’ Navi explained.

“This music is helping me to focus!” Luca smiled. ‘I think | know what Lyra’s constellation is trying to tell me. It has to do with Lyra

once being known as the celestial musician. The major stars were associated to one particular instrument.’
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Puzzle quesfion! What musical instrument the constellation of Lyra associoted with?




