
A DOLL'S HOUSE

Complete Unit
Henrik Ibsen • AP Literature / Secondary ELA

Pre-reading, context, act-by-act reading 
support, A/B reading checks, whole-play 
synthesis, and cumulative assessment.

134 unique pages/slides

24 editable PowerPoints

24 print-ready PDFs

7–13 day pacing options

The play text is not included.
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INSIDE THE UNIT

One sequence from first question to final 
assessment
The numbered folders follow the teaching order.

01 Ethics pre-
reading

8 moral dilemmas + response pages

02 Day 1 context Ibsen, realism, marriage, gender, social 
expectations

03 Act I reading guide • discussion deck • A/B check • key

04 Act II reading guide • discussion deck • A/B check • key

05 Act III reading guide • discussion deck • A/B check • key

06 Whole play synthesis packet • synthesis deck • cumulative 
assessment

Plus: Unit Map & Pacing Guide • Master Student Packet • Master Teacher 
Companion & Key
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BEFORE ACT I

Students get context without being 
handed the ending
The launch gives Nora a world to live in before students decide what to make of her.

Ethics & Moral Dilemmas
Eight spoiler-light scenarios let 
students make judgments about 
secrecy, debt, reputation, power, 
obligation, and identity before those 
questions belong to characters they 
know.

Day 1 context
Ibsen, realism, the well-made play, 
problem plays, marriage and gender 
expectations, legal/economic limits, 
and the feminist/humanist question—
introduced without giving away 
Nora’s final decision.

Students begin with literal context and real questions. The interpretive 
claims come later, after the play gives them evidence.
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ACTS I–III

Support that starts with what happened

Each act keeps comprehension, chronology, and relationships clear before moving into analysis.

For every act

• 3-page student reading guide

• review & discussion deck

• A/B reading check

• teacher guide + quiz key

The reading guides are built for school-owned texts: 
students can use removable flags or record 
chapter/page information rather than writing in the 
book.
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DURING THE PLAY

Discussion stays text-centered

The decks are designed for selective use in a 35-minute discussion, not as a slide march.

What students work with

• money and control

• secrecy and reputation

• the letterbox and the Tarantella

• Nora and Torvald’s changing relationship

• Mrs. Linde, Krogstad, and Rank as meaningful 
contrasts

What the decks avoid

• pre-explaining the “wonderful thing”

• treating interpretation as a single 
correct answer

• repeating the same Nora/Torvald 
point every act

• using difficulty as a substitute for 
support

The unit keeps the larger question in view: what does the play ask us to 
understand about being a person inside a role?
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AFTER ACT III

The ending opens the whole play back up

Students revisit earlier judgments and then build whole-play claims.

Whole-play synthesis includes

• Nora and Torvald across all three acts

• objects and stagecraft

• the title and the “doll” metaphor

• the “wonderful thing”

• feminist and broader humanist readings

• reception and the alternate ending

Students do the thinking

The synthesis packet gives students 
room to trace evidence, compare 
readings, prepare for discussion, and 
build a defensible claim without 
turning the packet into a prewritten 
interpretation.
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ASSESSMENT & TEACHER SUPPORT

Everything needed to teach and check the 
reading
A/B forms make routine accountability easier; the master companion keeps the teaching copy 
usable.

Cumulative assessment

• Forms A/B

• 20 objective questions

• 4-point short response

• teacher key + rubric

Master Teacher Companion

Follows the student packet page by 
page. It completes every task, supplies 
model writing, adds slide/reading cues, 
marks reveal timing, and distinguishes 
textual facts, context, inference, and 
sample interpretation.

Each component is included in editable PowerPoint and print-ready PDF 
format.
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BUILT FOR ACTUAL CLASS PERIODS

Two pacing routes, one organized buyer 
file
Use the sequence as written or adjust it to how much reading happens outside class.

Pacing options

• about 7 instructional days with most 
reading outside class
• about 12–13 days when more reading 
happens in class
• 42-minute periods / roughly 35 usable 
minutes in the daily plans

Buyer file

• 134 pages/slides of unique 
instructional material
• 24 editable PowerPoints + 24 
matching PDFs
• combined 18-page student packet
• combined 35-page teacher 
companion
• organized folders in teaching 
order

A Doll's House by Henrik Ibsen is not included.
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