THE MONKEY'S PAW — THE PRICE OF A WISH

A compact two-day Gothic suspense lesson for secondary ELA

| THE MONKEY'S PAW

THE PRICE OF A WISH

Keep the story tense instead of ‘
stopping every few paragraphs. |
\

2-Day Gothic Suspense
Lesson

Students read with only a few deliberate stops, |
then go back and examine how Jacobs uses | e
warning, irony, pacing, atmosphere, and
ambiguity.

INCLUDES

§ Dstontaciu it

# 4-page student packet
® 2-page teacher guide

14-slide deck ¢ 4-page packet ¢ 2-page teacher guide

i GRADES 8-12 + SECONDARY ELA




DAY 1 — MAKE THE WISH

Warnings, choices, consequences, and a deliberate cliffhanger

Refore You Read [ =] Reading Stop 1: Morris's Warning | =] Reading Stop 2: The £200 Wish ER The Wish Ledger [ =]
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Students stop only when the stop matters.

They notice Morris's warnings, consider why the first wish already feels wrong, and end Day 1 with the
£200 consequence and two wishes still unused.



DAY 2 — PAY THE PRICE

Finish the story first. Analyze the ending second.

Would You Touch It Again? Read the Ending Straight Through | ~ | Rewind the Final Scene En

What Is Actually Ouiside the Door? [ =]
Yesterday, wishing for £200 seemed How does Jacobs make the ending feel almost Jacohs never lets us see what's
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The knocking sequence is read straight through so Jacobs's pacing can actually
work on students.

Then students rewind the scene, trace the tension, and defend an interpretation of what may—or may
not—be outside the door.



THE STUDENT PACKET

Four pages, clean writing space, and no busywork
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Includes: quickwrite ¢ reading stops ¢ Wish Ledger ¢ prediction ¢ final-scene tracker ¢ ending interpretation ¢ craft
lens ¢ analytical response



TEACHER SUPPORT

Enough guidance to make the lesson easy to run—without overexplaining it

TEACHER GUIDE — PACING & PURPOSE £ TEACHER GUIDE — DISCUSSION & ANSWER y

Teacher guide includes

LESHON GOMAL

Studants read with only a few deliberate stops. then go back and Iook at how jacabs builds
SuISPENSE Chralgh warning, pacineg, irany, Gathic aimosphene, and ambsguity, The point it et the

story work before asking students 1o take it apart,

DAY 1 — MAKE THE WISH

3min + Guickwrite: Would you use the
wishes?

18-22 min + Read from the opening
through the Maw and Meggins wisit, Stop
after Maorris's warning and immeacately
after the £200 wish,

fi-8 min + Pause after the £200
compersation. Sudents complate the Wish
Ledger and prediction.

1 min = End on the ciffhanger. Do not let
students read ahead if you want the Day 2
reset to work.

STORY TEXT NOTE

7S

DAY 3 — PAY THE PRICE

2 min + Reset: Would you touch the paw
again?

12-15min * Finish the story straight
through. No stops during the knocking
stquence.

10min * Rewind the final scene; second
wish = waiting = knocking = final wish.

-8 min » Discuss the ending, choose a
craft lers, and complete the final response.

RIADING STOP 1 — MORRIFS WARNING

Strong answers notice that Morris calls the
paw dangerous, tells theen the firss owner's
third wish wis death, tries to burn i, and
repeatidly warns Mr, White 1o leave it slane,
Studanits may disagres about whathir that i
“enough” informatian; the rexsoning matters
mare than the chaice,

Warning: Marres makes it lear that using the
perw mieans interfuring with fage, ard he
expects that to end badly.

Chaice: Mr. White wishes for £200 anyway,

Rusuik: the Lamily receives exactly E200 alter
Herbert's death. That is thie story's cruel oy
M, White gets dxacthy what he asked fog bat
aily bitause Herben dies,

FINAL RESPONSE < WHAT AMBIGUITY ADDS

READING STOP I — WHY THI WISH FIILS
WRONG

Usaful details inchude Marris's reluctance, the
disturbing histary of the paw, the fire, the
paw's misement ir Mr White's hand, and the
Tamiily's nerviis jaking. Students shoild
CONNACT the datail 1o whak it makes tham
aapect: danger, regres, or 2 wish that comes
iruse in the woest possible way,

ENDING INTERFRETATION

Al three options can work if students support
theen, Thee stary strangly encourages §
supernatiral reading, but Jacobs never shows
what ks outside the door. Because he nver
iapens the door for us, readers have to supply
thit Faairror thermsehves. Awcad treating "Herbert
NECLFTYS 3% & Tombie” a (e ooy Conmect angwer,

Good responses may argue that the ambiguity makes the ending scarier bécause readers have to
imagine what ks cutside; keeps the stary balanced between fate and colncidence; makes the paw's
perwer imipassibie 1o prove: OF keeps the fecis on the Whites® griel and choies instead of on &

miifites

i discussion stalls, ask: What would the story love if facobs apeved the docr anal described

TEACHER MONE 1o

pacing, stopping points, likely responses, and discussion notes.



WHAT YOU RECEIVE

Editable PowerPoint files + print-ready PDFs

® 1l4-slide editable teacher deck

@ 4-page editable student packet

@ 2-page editable teacher guide

@ PDF versions of all three files

@ Suggested responses and discussion notes

@ Two-day pacing for a standard 40-45 minute class period

Story text not included. Use an anthology, textbook, or public-domain copy of W. W. Jacobs's
story.




