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Tornadoes  

 
What	is	a	tornado?	

A	tornado	 is	a	column	of	air	that	 is	violently	spinning.	It	 forms	because	warm	air	that	 is	

moving	upward	gets	 trapped	underneath	 cold	 air.	 This	 causes	 the	warm	air	 to	 spin	 and	

form	a	tornado.		

What	are	the	different	types	of	tornadoes?	

Tornadoes	form	from	two	different	types	of	thunderstorms,	supercell	and	non-supercell.	

Tornadoes	 from	 supercell	 thunderstorms	 are	

more	 common	 and	 more	 violent.	 This	 is	

because	they	have	an	upward	flow	of	rising	air,	

which	helps	the	tornado	form.	

	

	

Tornado	–	It	is	a	spinning	funnel	of	air	that	can	cause	a	lot	of	damage.		
Supercell	–	A	constant,	rotating	storm	that	constantly	sends	air	upwards.	

Interesting Fact! 
 

Tornadoes in the northern hemisphere 
usually rotate counter-clockwise and 
tornadoes in the southern hemisphere 
usually rotate clockwise. 

  



 

  

Signs	of	a	Tornado	

These	are	certain	weather	signs	 that	could	mean	 that	a	 tornado	 is	

approaching	including;	

- A	very	dark	or	green	colored	sky		

- Large	hail		

- A	very	loud	roar	that	sounds	like	a	train	is	going	by		

- Funnel	cloud		

If	 you	 notice	 any	 of	 these,	 you	 should	 take	 shelter	 and	 tune	 to	 your	 local	 radio	 or	 TV	

station.		

Where	should	you	go	during	a	tornado?		

	

Tornado	Alley		

Tornado	 Alley	 is	 a	 nickname	 given	 to	 an	 area	 in	 the	 United	

States	that	has	an	unusually	high	number	of	tornadoes.	It	goes	

from	central	Texas	to	Northern	Iowa	and	from	central	Kansas	

to	 western	 Ohio.	 Tornadoes	 in	 Tornado	 Alley	 usually	 occur	

during	late	spring	and	sometimes	early	fall.		

_____________________________________________________________________________	

Tornado	Alley	–	An	area	in	the	US	that	has	an	unusually	high	number	of	tornadoes.		

Hail	–	Chunks	of	frozen	rain	that	can	be	larger	than	a	golf	ball!	



 

  

Reading	Comprehension	Questions:		

1. What		

2. What	 are	 the	 two	 different	 types	 of	 thunderstorms	 that	 form	 tornadoes?	 Which	

storm	forms	more	violent	tornadoes?		

3. What		

4. If	you		

5. Describe	the	weather	signs	you	would	see	if	a	tornado	were	approaching.		

Extension	Questions:	

6. What	is	 

7. Create	 a	 tornado	 emergency	plan	 for	 you	 and	 your	 family.	 List	 the	 steps	 that	 you	

would	 take	 if	 you	were	 at	 home	and	heard	 that	 a	 tornado	was	 approaching.	 Your	

plan	should	have	an	evacuation	route	map	for	your	house. 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



 

  

Reading	Comprehension	Questions	(KEY):		
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