
JULIUS CAESAR PRE-READING

WHO SHOULD HOLD POWER?
A civic simulation about leadership, ambition, trust, and fear.

21-page resource • Editable PowerPoint + PDFs

Students enter a fictional republic before they meet Shakespeare’s Rome.



HOW IT WORKS

STUDENTS MAKE THE DECISIONS
Each group argues from an assigned civic position as new evidence arrives.

Across five rounds, students recommend whether the council should 
EXPAND, HOLD, or LIMIT Cassian Varo’s authority.

The record page keeps the focus on evidence: What mattered? What risk did you 
accept? What changed your reasoning?



ROLE-BASED DISCUSSION

SIX CIVIC POSITIONS
Students are not assigned “correct” opinions. Each role begins with a different priority.

Senior Councilor • Veteran • Merchant • Public Advocate • Local Magistrate • Young 
Reformer

The roles give students enough perspective to disagree without turning the 
activity into modern partisan politics.



FIVE-ROUND PROGRESSION

THE QUESTION GETS HARDER
Varo remains competent and popular. The danger is not handed to students as an 
obvious answer.

THE RETURN  THE CRISIS  THE CHEERS  THE OFFER  THE WARNING→ → → →

The central question becomes whether a republic should limit power because of what it 
could make possible—even before that power is abused.



DECISION + DEBRIEF

THE COUNCIL MUST DECIDE
Students finish by recommending a lasting policy, then step out of role and examine the 
class pattern.

Final policy • Debrief • Before-reading continuum

The simulation does not ask students to predict whether a leader is secretly 
“good” or “bad.” It asks what safeguards a political system needs when one 

person becomes unusually powerful.

That unresolved tension carries directly into Brutus’s reasoning.



AFTER READING + TEACHER SUPPORT

RETURN TO THE QUESTION
Students revisit the simulation after they know the play—and test where the analogy 
works and where it breaks.

After-reading return Connection notes 35-minute pacing

Also includes a Role Lens, discussion prompts, and a 25-minute version.

A key distinction is built into the debrief: Valeria gives the council legal ways to limit 
Varo. Brutus joins an assassination. Students consider why that difference matters.

Ready for secondary ELA • Low prep • PowerPoint + PDF
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