JULIUS CAESAR PRE-READING

WHO SHOULD HOLD POWER?

A civic simulation about leadership, ambition, trust, and fear.

PRE-READING SIMULATION

WHO SHOULD
HOLD POWLER?

Leadership, Ambition & Fear

A pre-reading experience for William Shakespeare's Julius Caesar

When does strong leadership become too much power?

21-page resource ¢ Editable PowerPoint + PDFs

Students enter a fictional republic before they meet Shakespeare’s Rome.



HOW IT WORKS

STUDENTS MAKE THE DECISIONS

Each group argues from an assigned civic position as new evidence arrives.

STUDENT / TEACHER

IHow It Works

You are not trying to “win.” You are trying to decide what your role would do.

STUDENT

Council Record

Track your recommendation as new information arrives.

READ YOUR POSITION
Your role gives you a few priorities and concerns. You may personally disagree with

them.

HEAR THE ROUND

Each round adds new information about General Cassian Varo and the Republic of
Valeria.

MAKE A RECOMMENDATION

Choose EXPAND, HOLD, or LIMIT and record the reason your role would give. Your
vote is a recommendation; it does not branch the story.

WATCH FOR A CHANGE

Notice when your recommendation shifts. If it does not, notice what keeps you
steady.

COMPARE AT THE END

Compare how different roles weighed the same facts. The disagreement s the point.

EXPAND = more authority * HOLD =keepitasis * LIMIT = reduce authority
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MAIN REASON

Name(s):

WHAT MATTERED? conrDence

Confidence shows how certain your role feels at that moment - not
how “right” you are.

Plotting Something + Julus Caesar

STUDENT PAGE

FINALVOTE: A / B / C

Across five rounds, students recommend whether the council should
EXPAND, HOLD, or LIMIT Cassian Varo’s authority.

The record page keeps the focus on evidence: What mattered? What risk did you
accept? What changed your reasoning?



ROLE-BASED DISCUSSION

SIX CIVIC POSITIONS

Students are not assigned “correct” opinions. Each role begins with a different priority.

STUDENT

Council Positions

Cut apart if desired. Each student or group needs one position.

THE SENIOR COUNCILOR

Your family has served in government for generations. You believe the republic survives
because power s shared and rules outlast individual leaders.

/

PRIORITIES  Shared authority « law * continuity
CONCERN  Power that cannot easily be taken back
THE VETERAN

You served under General Varo and saw him make difficult decisions under pressure. You
trust competence, discipline, and loyalty.

AN

PRIORITIES ~ Security * strength « decisive action
CONCERN Political infighting that leaves the republic weak
THE MERCHANT

Your business depends on roads, ports, contracts, and predictable laws. You care less about
political personalities than about stability.

PRIORITIES  Stability « trade * predictable rules

CONCERN  Chaos - or rules that change with one person's wishes

y

Plotting Something + Julus Caesar

Your role shapes your argument. It does not tell you what you must vote.

STUDENT PAGE

STUDENT

Council Positions

Cut apart if desired. Each student or group needs one position.

THE PUBLIC ADVOCATE

You were elected to carry the concerns of ordinary citizens into government. You watch who
actually improves daily life - and who ignores the public once in power.

/

PRIORITIES  Fairness + public voice « practical results
concern  Elites blocking change - or a leader ignoring citizens
THE LOCAL MAGISTRATE

You administer laws outside the capital. You value clear procedure and know how quickly
“temporary” emergency rules can become normal.

AN

priORITIES  Procedure « checks « local authority
CONCERN  Emergency power becoming permanent by habit
THE YOUNG REFORMER

You have little family status and are tired of the same old names controlling public life. You
welcome bold change, but you do not want one old hierarchy replaced by a new one.

PRIORITIES ~ Opportunity « reform » accountability

CoNcern  Tradition used to protect insiders - or reform used to build personal rule

y
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Your role shapes your argument. It does not tell you what you must vote.

STUDENT PAGE

Senior Councilor * Veteran » Merchant ¢ Public Advocate * Local Magistrate * Young
Reformer

The roles give students enough perspective to disagree without turning the
activity into modern partisan politics.




FIVE-ROUND PROGRESSION

THE QUESTION GETS HARDER

Varo remains competent and popular. The danger is not handed to students as an
obvious answer.
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THE RETURN - THE CRISIS -» THE CHEERS - THE OFFER - THE WARNING

The central question becomes whether a republic should limit power because of what it
could make possible—even before that power is abused.



DECISION + DEBRIEF

THE COUNCIL MUST DECIDE

Students finish by recommending a lasting policy, then step out of role and examine the

class pattern.

The Council Must Decide

You now have to recommend a lasting policy - not just react to the next headline.

What Happened?

Step out of your role. Now look at the pattern your class created.

Before We Read

Mark your position now. You will revisit these ideas later.

Choose the option your assigned position would support. Then be ready to defend it.
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RESTORE NORMAL LIMITS
° P his current office. Future
emergencies must go through normal council procedures.

Atwhat round did your recommendation change, if it changed at all? What new
information mattered?

Which mattered most in your decisions: results, popularity, law, loyalty, trust, or
safeguards?

Did your assigned aposition you p choose?
Where?

What is harder to judge: whether someone holds too much power now or whether
the structure couid allow abuse later?

° then does risk?

THE QUESTION To cARRY INTo THE IS fear of what a leader might do enough reason
pLaY to limit that leader’s power now?
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Loyalty to a leader and loyalty to a country can point in different directions.

Q Q Q

Final policy * Debrief « Before-reading continuum

The simulation does not ask students to predict whether a leader is secretly
“good” or “bad.” It asks what safeguards a political system needs when one
person becomes unusually powerful.

That unresolved tension carries directly into Brutus’s reasoning.




AFTER READING + TEACHER SUPPORT

RETURN TO THE QUESTION

Students revisit the simulation after they know the play—and test where the analogy
works and where it breaks.
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Return to the Council Connection Notes Full 35-Minute Version

Now that you know the play, test the simulation against Shakespeare’s world. Use the simulation as a lens, not as a one-to-one allegory. Builtfor a 42-minute period with about 35 usable instructional minutes.
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After-reading return Connection notes 35-minute pacing

Also includes a Role Lens, discussion prompts, and a 25-minute version.

A key distinction is built into the debrief: Valeria gives the council legal ways to limit
Varo. Brutus joins an assassination. Students consider why that difference matters.

Ready for secondary ELA ¢ Low prep * PowerPoint + PDF




	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6

