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How the Laws are Made

All laws start as an idea. The ideas for
laws come from people. Sometimes a
person sees a need in his community and
asks his representative for help. Other
times a group might have an issue they care
very much about, and they bring their idea
to a representative, Or the idea might come
from a Senator or Assemblymen. She
listens to the people she represents and
tries to help.

The idea then must be written into a bill.
The bill uses legal language to explain
exactly what the law is about. Once the bill
is written it is introduced in either the
Senate or the Assembly. It is given a
number and then sent to a committee
works on the topic the bill is about.

Blll s vetued

Once the committee has the bill written
just the way they want, the bill goes to the
Senate and the Assembly to be voted on. If
a majority vote yes (half the members plus

1), the bill goes to the governor to be signed.

The governor can sign it, and then itis a
law. Or the governor can veto the bill, then
it is not a law. The bill is then sent back to
committee to be reworked, then it must
start over again. Or the legislators can
decide to try to override the veto. They
must vote to do this. If two-thirds of each
chamber vote to override, the bill will
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What is a Great Seal?

The great seal is a symbol of our state, It was created in 1777, to replace the seal of the Crown. It is used on
official documents and papers to prove that they are authentic (real). The Great Seal has many symbols that
show our states history and ideals. The symbol in the middle of the seal is called a coat of arms. It is also on

the state flag.

Directions: Record your
observations (just what you see) of
the Great Seal in the chart below.
Then record your inferences -

what do you think the items you
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Word Bank . 5 ; has two houses - the State Senate & the Assembly Name of Houses Highest Court
Executive Branch Judicial Branch Executive Branch

The New York State Constitution is our state's

representatives are voted info office

:.,‘Jh\ representatives are elected based on voting districts

Senate § Assembly New York State Court of

Appeals

Makes sure the laws that are created are inline
with the New York State Constitution, b above office? Our Representatives

The names of two judges

'w.nycourts.gov/ctap
Makes the laws. Has two houses or chambers
- the Senate and the Assembly.
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Signs or Vetoes the Bill

Citizen has an idea.

Both vote on the bill. An idea for a law is written
as this.

» the laws that are created are inline
w York State Constitution.

The bill goes to the Senate and is vofed on. If the bill passes it is sent to

laws. Has two houses or chambers
the Assembly.
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Pheygian cap - this kind of hat was
worn by freed slaves in ancient Rome.
It symbalizes our freedom from Great

Eritain. By her left food his a crown,
representing a fhe declining power of

the King/Britain.

This shaws our hi:.'fo.ry, and ideals -

we believe that Liberty (freedom) is
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