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Letter from Sfoseph Brant - Introduction

In 1776, Joseph Brant traveled to London, England. While there, he met with British
government leaders and King George III. Joseph Brant went to London to speak for the
Haudenosaunee people and to explain their worries about the war and the loss of their land. He
wanted the British king to protect Haudenosaunee lands and take their concerns seriously.
During his visit, many people in England were interested in him, and his portrait was made while
he was there.

On the next page are excerpts from a letter to the British Secretarv of State Lord George
Germain written by Joseph Brant in 17
available online; it is stored in an arch
transcriptions made from the original
types an original document exactly as
available for study.

In the letter Brant writes about “ou
Superintendent” was a government w
relationships between Indigenous nat
Indigenous leaders, made agreements
alliances. Their job was to protect thei
the two groups.

Questions: After reading the le

information in the text to help yuu.
9 » What “great Lake™ did Brant actually cross?

° * Who is Brant talking about when he writes, “our Father, the Great King™?
Spelling! Spellings of some words have Tag the Text
changed over time, Write the correct + Evidence that the Six Nations are loyal to the King
spelling for these words found in Brant’s in purple. m
letter. You might need to read the word in
context to help you. + Evidence that they are angry or upset in red.
ejoyn _____ and A,
sshewn _____ +» Evidence that land is important to them in green.

* uneasie m

+ Evidence of what they want from the king in blue.
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The H audenosaunee During the eAmerican Revolution

ate:

During the American Revolutionary War, the Oneida and Tuscarora and the Americans

Haudenosaunee Confederacy, also called the The Oneida, and later the Tuscarora, chose
Six Nations, lived in what is now New York to side with the American colonists during the
State, The Six Nations were the Mohawk, Revolutionary War for several reasons. The

Oneida, Onondaga, Cayuga, Seneca, and Oneida lived close to colonial settlements and

ationships with their
neida leaders believed

dmericans would help

nd their land.
n this decision was
issionary who lived with
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edlgonguin People During the American Revolution

Date:

The H audenosaunee During the «American Revolution

During the American Revolution, the Algonquin people, like the Haudenosaunee, tried to protect
their land and their way of life. Some Algonquin groups worked with the British because the British
promised to limit American settlers from moving onto Indigenous lands. Other Algonquin people
tried to stay neutral, or not take sides, because fighting could bring danger to their communities.

Aapny Armerieane e arl e ps e an o gy I apy hic wrbich g

Why did many leaders want to remain neutral at the start of the war?

Name: Date:

During the American Revolution, the Algonquin people, like the Haudenosaunee, tried to protect
their land and their way of life. Some Algonquin groups worked with the British because the British
promised to limit American settlers from moving onto Indigenous lands. Other Algonquin people
tried to stay neutral, or not take sides, because fighting could bring danger to their communities.
Many Americans wanted more land and did not always respect Indigenous rights, which made some
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porta Algonquin leaders distrust them. The war was very hard for the Algonquin, because no matter who
with the British? with the Americans? ohaw won, they often lost land and freedom in the end.
' leaders want to remain neutral 2 He w:
ing +he Haudenosaunee saw this 0st W I.Jnlikr_: the Haudenlmaunc{-, the IAlgm\quin d‘id nollhav-;r one single I"ammlls leader who rnpre‘semcd
d writ all of their people during the American Revolution. Historical sources explain that the Algonquin
hey didnt want o become invel e a sp lived in smaller communities, and each community had its own chief, with decisions made by local
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Impact of the War on Indigenous Peoples in New York
1I'tt.w After the American Revolution ended, both the Algonquin and the Haudenosaunee peoples faced
Eltl:)“; serious hardships. Neither group was invited to the peace talks that ended the war. When Britain
(l

recognized the United States in the Treaty of Paris, new borders were drawn that allowed American
settlers to move into Indigenous lands. This affected the Algongquin and also the Haudenosaunee,
whose homelands were now claimed by the United States. Many Haudenosaunee communities were
already damaged during the war, and after it ended, they lost even more land. Some Algonquin and
Haudenosaunee people moved north into Canada, while others were pushed onto smaller areas of
land. within the United States. Even though the war brought independence to the United States, it
brought loss and hardship to many Indigenous nations.

Joseph Brant is remembered today as a Mohawk lej
difficult time. Although his choices were controversis
history and in the Revolutionary War.
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Letter from oseph Brant - Primary Source
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Date:

Letter from Foseph Brant - Primary Source

We have crossed the great Lake and come to this kingdom with our
Superintendent, Col. Johnson, from our Confederacy the Six Nations and their
allies, that we might see our Father, the Great King, and joyn in informing him,
his Couneillors and wise men, of the good intentions of the Indians our
brethren, and of their attachment to fIis Majesty and his Government. Brother.
mm.urbances in America give great trouble to all o T as many

strange stories have been told to us by the people of that country. The Six
Nations who alwavs loved the kine.. We now Brother hove . that we mav he

has never been done, and it makes us very uneasie... Indeed it 1s very hard
JYMERw7e have let the Kin subjects have so much land Tor 50 Nittle value, they
m_ingmner of the small spots we have or our
women and eniidren to live on, We are tired oUt in making complaints &
“Zetting no redress. We therefore hope that the XSSurances now given us by the

Superintendent may take place, and that he may Nave It 11 NG power 1o
procure us justice, Brother. we shall truly reporf a1l that we near ITOT™reu, to
flie Six Nationgor our return. We are well informed there have been many
Indians in this Country who came without any authority, from their own, and
gave us much trouble. We desire Brother to tell you this is not our case. We are
warriors known to all the Nations, and are now here by approbation of many of
them, whose sentiments we speak. Brother. We hope these things willlie
considered and that the King or his great men will give ch an answer as
Wi make our hearts 1ight_aEEWhen ‘our hands, %o

that we may JoyN our Superintendent, Col. Johnson in gIVINg satistaction to all
our Nations, when we repo urn; for whichh purpose we nope
oo to e atcommodated with a passage.
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