'No-prep PowerPoint

Explains the grammar point with a clear, concise
1‘ ~~presentation.




| ‘Gram mar in AGtiO[‘

s A short reading passage that illustrates the g’rammdk
“.~ point = 'students can see it in context.




- Student Han

Notes to go along with the presentation and prdctiéé
"‘--’--'qetri\(it:i-es cover the topic more in-depth.

The imparfait
French has two ways of forming the past tense: the passé composé and the imj
parfait is used to talk about things that someone used to do, or to describe son
happening. Itis not used to tell what happened - that would be the passé com)

The imparfait is very simple to form - almost every verb is regular in the imparf.
learn the steps, there's no need to stress about weird irregular verbs.

Examples of the imparfait

j'allais - | was going, | used to go

il lisait - he was reading, he used to read

nous étions - we were, we used to be

elles vendaient - they were selling, they used to sell
vous finissiez - you were finishing, you used to finish
tu dormais - you were sleeping, you used to sleep

How to form the imparfait

1. Find the nous form of the verb (except for &tre - see the box below)
:2. Drop the -ons
+ 3. Add the endings: ais, ais, ait, ions, iez, aient

Almost all French verbs are regular in the imparfait - they all follow the rules abx
Since the nous form of &tre is "sommes” you can't drop the ons. Instead, étre hi
stem: ét. But even &tre is regular as far as the endings go!

infinitive: parler infinitive: étre tersmnnena

- : Theonlyi

nous form: parlons stem: ét in the img

je parlais j'étais : Use the st

tu parlais tu étais img

il/elle/on parlait il/ellefon était nmj:l

nous parlions nous étions

vous parliez Vous étiez

ils/elles parlaient ils/elles étaient

Things to watch out for!

+« Be sure that you are finding the correct nous form of the verb! Especially v
they add an "issons” as an ending, so be sure you add the iss before adding
ending.

« Four of the forms sound exactly the same - the je, tu, il/elle/on and ils/elles

«  Sometimes you'll end up with weird looking imparfait forms. That's OK! |f
rules correctly, your imparfait is correct. Nous étudiions {yes, two i's!) and i
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outs

Let’s Practice!

Mow, let's get some practice making the infinitive form into the imparfait form. Let's start with

regular er, re and ir verbs.

visiter finir
The
nous
form is:
| used to | used to sell | used to finish
visit
you you used to you used to
used to sell finish
visit
he/she/ he/she/it he/she/it used
it used used to sell to finish
to visit
we used we used to we used to
to visit sell finish
you you used to you used to
used to sell finish
visit
they they used to they used to
used to sell finish
visit

Now let's look at the verb étre. If we get the nous form of étre, it is sommes. It doesn't end in an
-ons, so we obviously can't follow the usual rule to formt he imparfait. Instead, we will just use the
stemn ét to form the imparfait. The ends are the usual endings, it's only the stem that is different.

Fill out the chart with the different forms of étre in the imparfait.

étre - to be

I was, | used to be

we were, we used to
be

you were, you used to
be

you were, you used to
be

he/she/it was, he/
she/it used to be

they were, they used
to be
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~ Student Handouts

Notes to go along with the presentation and practiéé
- dctivities cover the topic more in-depth.

When do we use the imparfait?

Knowing when to use the imparfait is actually trickier than forming the imparfait. The imparfait is
used to talk about the past when:

« itis unknown/unimportant how many times something happened
when the action wasn't completed

« when it was a repeated or habitual action
when an action was taking place and was interrupted

You can usually translate the imparfait by saying used to or was/were
tions to this, especially when we use the verb étre (to be).

ing. There will be excep-

Example:

Lhomme était grand et beau. Il était canadien. = The man was tall and handsome. He was Cana-

dian.

Using the list above as your guide, which of the following sentences do you think would be in the 7}

imparfait in French?

1. | used to live in California.

2. We went to a party last night

3. They were going to the mall.

4. My grandmother used to make cookies.
5. My sister was born 2 years ago.

&. Were you sleeping?

7. They lost the game.

8. He went fishing every week.

9. | saw that mowvie.

1. Imparfait
. Imparfait
. Imparfait

. Imparfait

2
3
4
5. Imparfait
6. Imparfait
7. Imparfait
8. Imparfait
2

. Imparfait

Mot imparfait
Mot imparfait
Not imparfait
Naot imparfait
Mot imparfait
Not imparfait
Mot imparfait
Mot imparfait

Not imparfait

10. The girls were talking on the phone. 10. Imparfait Mot imparfait.

11. We went shopping yesterday. 11, Imparfait Not imparfait

f @‘ 12. You were playing basketball at the park. 12. Imparfait Not imparfait
. 13. My parents got married in 1997. 13. Imparfait Not imparfait

14. Did you do your homework? 14, Imparfait Not imparfait

¢ 15. | took violin lessons every Thursday. 15, Imparfait Mot imparfait
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correcting
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WORK THROUGH THE GAME - CORRECT
ANSWERS MOVE YOU FORWARD;
INCORRECT ANSWERS SEND YOU BACK.
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imparfaite

aimerait
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REGULAR VERES
Conjugate the verb - put your answer in the shaded column. You do MOT need to repeat the subject. Example: je/parler = parlais
Need an e? Copy and poste it

Lfvendre

Richard et Louis/jouer

Jefmaigrir

jelattendre nous/nettoyer

vous/chaisir elle/perdre

vous/daonser

lfacheter

les filles/étudier tu/grossir

tu/réussir Sophie/choisir

elle/vomir

ma famille et moifentendre

jelregorder

ellefjouer

jelchanter

vousfcommander

nous/porter partions

tw/rendre

le prof/ossister

== nractice

TYPE IN THE MISSING VERB
CONJUGATION. IF YOUR ANSWER IS
CORRECT, A SECTION OF THE IMAGE

— WILL APPEAR. IF YOU ARE INCORRECT,
YOU'LL BE TOLD YOUR ANSWER IS
FALSE!
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reading
with
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TWO VERSIONS OF READING IN FRENCH
- ONE WITH PASSE COMPOSE, ONE WITH
PASSE SIMPLE.
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QUESTIONS AND STORY RETELL ACTIVITY
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grammar

explanation

COMPARISON OF THE IMPARFAIT AND

PASSE COMPOSE WITH PRACTICE ACTIVITY

Imparfaitou Passé composé?

The French past tense can be tricky because there are two different options -
the Imparfait and the passé composé. Which one you use will depend upon the
meaning of the sentence.

things that require the imparfait: things that require the passé com-
posé:

age

weather plot - what happened?

date, time specific events

emotions things that occurred a specific num-

habitual actions ber of times

"used to" -ed ending of verbs

was _ ing

setting/background
physical descriptions
ongoing actions

something that was happening... when something interrupted it

Recognizing whether a verb is in the imparfait or the passé composéis actually
pretty easy.

the imparfait will always have ONE WORD, ending in the endings
ais, ais, ait, ions, iez, aient

the passé composé will always be formed with TWO WORDS, consisting of a
helping verb and a past participle.
helping verb: ai/as/a/avons/avez/ont or suis/es/est/sommes/étes/sont
past participle: will usually end in é,i, or u

Examples
Imparfait: Passé composé:
je parlais J'ai parlé‘
tu allais tuesallé
il amarché

il marchait 5
elle amangé

elle mangeait nous avons été
nous etions vous avez voulu
vous vouliez ils ont visité

ils visitaient elles ont fini
elles finissaient
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