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i . The imparfait

Frengh has two ways of Tormning the past tense: the passe Compose and the imparfait. The im-
parfalt is used to tallkc about lh'rf‘ that somecns used to do, of to describe something that was
appening. B is not used 1o tell whal happendd - thal would be the prisé compesé.

10 foam - Almost every vert is regular in the impariair! Once you
3 simess about weird irnegular werln

Examgles of the imparfait

iy - | s 1o go
lisail - P s P i il 10 Faad
e wene. we wsed to be

i - By Wt sefling, thoy usexd to sl
vous finissez - you werg hnsshing. you wsed to finish

b dhoTiaal - YOu wire ASePIng. you uied to deep

dow to form the Imparfait -
Fird the nous form of st for ditre - woe the box bobow)
rop the -ons
Ak T erang i ois, sk, 8l ko, e, slent

t for étre
n special

'S CONJUGATE! -ANY TIME WE WANT TO USE AN -RE
BTO SAY THAT SOMEONE IS DOING SOMETHING, WE
VE TO COMNJUGATE THE VERBS. THERE ARE TWO STEPS [li'™" :
TO CONJUGATING THE VERB.

I. Drep the ‘re” from the verk Vendre = to sel
LAdd the coarectending, deperding on 13ell = e vends
WHO s doing the sotion T —

Hafibainions selll = Vellefon vend be.
W bl = nowt vondans rfait
You sell = wous vendex

Sl S LESSON
saierd
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THE IMPARFAIT

Worksheets about

Let’s Practice!

Now, let's get some practice making the infinitive form into the imparfait form. Let's start with

regular er, re and ir verbs,
-
- it ol de

ue Louls L geférente.
I n t h e I m p a que avie était bien différe
ance, P
FL’es riches nobles vivaient au
i ing it

es, Louis vival
Versailles.
chateau de

ine, Ma-
3 Versailles avec sa el

e-Thérese Clétait une Espagnoie

Lavie 3 Versailles

After reading the bassage, answer the following questions.

| used to sell

You used to
sell

he/she/it
used to sell

we used to
sell

You used to
sell

i

: dorait le
etite. Efe 2
plonde et P

. s
hocolat. lis ne dormaient D:) :
C \a meme chambre :1e tet
dans el
it son propre appartem
i t t o p re s e n s
owe r I o I &tre. If we get the nous form a
't follow the usual rule to formt
- ait. The ends are the usual en
a i 4. How did Louis XV s end his days?
e m at e r I a I a fles étalt grand €* . ’ "
" rsal isacha
alais de Ve ) @mne 5153
Alors e \e. " devivre @ Versailes. uds. Les ¢
tras prestigieuX aux nétaient pas cha
- -
i g I I
. e

French has two ways of forming the past
parfait is used to talk about things that ¢
happenmg. Itis not used to tell what ha

The imparfait

tense: the passé composé and the imparfait, The im-
omeone used to do, or to describe something that was
ppened - that would be the passé composé,
The imparfait is very simple to form - almost BV
learn the steps, there’s no need to stress about

1. Flrst,
there?

underline all of the veri : r m

it 3 la messe &7

jent dans
maient
eurs dor!

ses SerV

. i assistal "
journée, Chague jour 1€ pambre et 314 1T
pour 12 1OV et dans 5a chamr fettres
it A 13 h, it déjeu signait des A
conseil.

th

Ty verb is regular in the jm parfait! Once you
weird irregular verps,

2. Who lived at Versaifles?

Examples of the imparfait
Jallais - | was going, | used to i3
il lisait - he was reading, he used to read
nous étions - we were, we used to be

elles vendaient - they were selling, they used to sell
vous finissiez - you were finishing, you used to finisk
tu dormais - you were sleeping, you used to sleep

_hashit A
dins ou allait 31 chasse. fa famille royale:
jar

they used to
) e reste de
i dinait avec
A22h,lero

sef

3. What do you know about Marie-Thérase?
i 5 travailier.
squait parfois 3
& i continual
bre, ob i

How to

es appartements %

s of &t arm of parfait
on ind the nous e
re in the j
i S
ali

f the verh {except for &tre - see the box below)
. Drop the -ans
. Add the endings: ais, ais, ait, ions, jez, aient

WA

-

. les piect
save dans ¥
jibeaucoup dePOUSSETE LT L
e, il y avait telles ne donnent s

0ins au

5. What were some of the downsides of living at Versailles?

& - Almost all French verbs are regular in the imparfait - they all follow the rules above, except for étre,
trei- fo Since the nous form of étre is “sommes” You can't drop the ons, Instead, 6tre has its own special
stem: ét. But even étre s regular as far as the endings go!
e T LI T
= : The only inregular ve,
wwslomiparons | T stema ] £ in the impartalt s etoe
. rvavalts —_— “ : Use the stem ét for the
sombres. 3™ e dnygiene ot 1Y 27 -!E__m :
it aussi ul n repas : st ) ) il/elle/on parlait
11y avait au {dents de trouver U 6. Would you have fiked living at Versailles? Why or why not?
it pourfes 165 ol theyy | nousparlions ]
0 Manger -
it nuite part o
o'y avait .
. iourd!
. méme i aujo!
vous pouvez {evoir " < modernes
me e’
- ux et chic, 12 plupart des g.s vt
fuxue! sane de Loul . =
ne
- = n c Versaifes sous 1 %6 Tumee: smoke. POUSSt

: imparfait,
: j'étais
nous étions

vaus parliez
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is/elles pariaient

Things to watch out for!

Comprehnsion questions —
for the reading

*  Besure that you are finding the correct nous form of the verb! Especially with “ir verbs -
they add an “issons” as an ending, so be sure You add the iss before adding the imparfait
ending.
Four of the forms sound exactly the same - the je, tu, il/elle/on and ils/elles.
Sometimes you'll end up with weird loaking imparfait forms, That's OK!
rules correctly, your imparfait is correct. Nous étudiions fyes, two i
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If you followed the
!) and ils grossissaient
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sailles

Short ‘
r . i La vie aVer
e ad I n g I n Lorsque Louis XIV Stait roi de

France, la vie était bien differente. B

nch a _
b o u t I I fe Les riches nobles vivaient au
- - - - - .
I n v chateau de \ersailles. Louis vivait
e rs a i I I 3 Versailles avec
e s rie-Thérese. Cétaitune Espagnole
plonde et petite. Elle adorait le
dormaient pas

sa reine, Ma-

chocolat. \ls ne
méme chambre le rol
rtement et

La vie a

Versailles

dans la
avait son propre appa
ges serveurs dormaient dans la chambre avec lui. Chaa
I n c I u d e pour la ]ournée. Chaque jour le roi assistait @ la me
s conseil. A13h,il dé’]euna'lt dans sa chambre et 214 h :‘n
jardins o allaitala chasse. A18h,il signait des lettres ﬁ
722 h, le roi dinait &V \a famille rovale- A ‘

55€
J

oc le reste de

repeat
ed
u s e Of bre, ou il continuait parfois 3 travailler.

Alors que 1& palais de Versailles était grand et beau, UF

.
imparfait i
tres prest'\gieux de vivre 3 Versailles, méme si 53 chaj

les appartements foyaux nétaient pas chauds. Les ¢
eur des chambres. Parce

t eXt avait de fa fumée 3 Pintéri
ue, ity avait beaucoup de poussiére dans les piece

e jardin

3 moins quelles ne do

sombres,
mangue d'hygiene €

Ity avait aussi un

ficile pour les résidents de trouver un Yepas : 5} yous nétiez pa

e |




