
The Coronavirus and COVID-19 
 
The Coronavirus, also known as COVID-19, is a highly infectious respiratory illness caused by the SARS-CoV-2 

virus. Viruses make us sick by invading our body's cells and using them to copy themselves. When a virus enters 

the body, it attaches to certain cells. Once inside the cell, the virus takes over the cell, forcing it to produce more 

virus. These new viruses burst out of the original cell and then enter other cells to do it again and again. We use 

our immune system to fight the virus which can cause to feel sick, get a fever, start coughing, etc. 

 
Symptoms of COVID-19 can range from mild to severe and may include fever, coughing, and difficulty breathing.  

 

How the Virus Spreads: 

The coronavirus moves from person to person mainly through respiratory droplets when an infected person 

talks, coughs, or sneezes. These droplets can land in the mouths or noses of 

people nearby or be inhaled into the lungs. It's important to note that the 

virus can also be spread by people who do not have any symptoms yet. 

 

How we Fight the Virus: 

Since the outbreak of COVID-19, governments have used different things to fight the spread of the virus 

including lockdowns, social distancing, and mask mandates. The development and distribution of vaccines have 

also been crucial in the fight against the virus. 

 

The coronavirus vaccine works by stimulating the body's immune system to 

recognize and fight the virus that causes COVID-19. This immune system 

creates memory cells that "remember" how to recognize and attack the virus 

if it enters the body in the future. Overall, the goal of the vaccine is to provide 

immunity against COVID-19 without causing illness or severe side effects. It's important to note that while the 

vaccine is highly effective at preventing severe illness and hospitalization, it's still possible to contract and 

transmit the virus even after being vaccinated, although the risk is significantly reduced. 

Mutations and Variants: 



 
Challenges: 

Some people are hesitant to receive the COVID-19 vaccine because they think it is not safe or effective. However, 

research has shown that the vaccines are highly effective in preventing severe illness and death from COVID-19. 

Encouraging vaccination is an important part to control the spread of the virus. 

 

Another challenge in the fight against COVID-19 has been the unequal 

distribution of vaccines. Some countries have been able to vaccinate a large 

portion of their people, but others have not had access to enough vaccines.  

 
The COVID-19 pandemic has had a huge impact on the world. Millions have died and millions more have been 

impacted negatively. The coronavirus has become part of our world and it will be with us for a very long time 

but hopefully, it will become less and less severe as time goes on as we learn to live with it. 

 
Reading Comprehension Questions 

1. What is the Coronavirus?  
2. Where  
3. What are the symptoms of COVID-19?  
4. How is  
5. What  
6. What impact has COVID-19 had on the world?  
7. What challenges  
8. Why are some  
9. What lessons has the COVID-19 pandemic taught us about healthcare systems and preparedness for 

future outbreaks?  
 

Extension Questions 
10. How did  

 
 



Reading Comprehension Questions KEY 
 

 
 


