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Kip the Curious Koala

Migh in the canopy of the Austrakian bush fived a young koala named Kip. His thick, ash-
grey fur blended perfectly with the bark of the eucalyptus trees, and his sharp, alert eyes
missed very little. Unlike many koalas, who were content to rest for long hours, Kip was
the treetops, gripping.

h and feeding on ¥ eucalyptus leaves that made up his
specialised diet.

endlessly inguisitive. He spent his d:

One warm morning, Kip climbed higher than usual into the crown of  towering gum tree.
As the branches narrowed, the bush below opened into view. From his lofty perch, Kip
spotted a mob of kangaroos v They

through the sun-dried vegetation, launching forward in enormous leaps. Kip watched in
awe, fascinated by their strength and speed. They moved so differently compared to his

slow, deliberate movements.

A sudden burst of sound echoed overhead. A flock of rainbow lorikeets swooped through
the sky, their shrill calls cutting through the still air. Flashes of green, red, and blue
shimmered as their wings caught the sunlight. Their movement and colours mesmerised
Kip.

As . a single feather , spiralling
gently though the air. Kip edged carefully along a thin branch, stretching as far as he
could, trying to reach it. He thought it would float to the ground, but just as the feather
beushed past him, he caught it

Then..crack!

The branch snapped under his weight. Kip tumbled downward, crashing through leaves
and twigs as the scent of eucalyptus filled the air. His heart raced, but his fall siowed as the
branches grew thicker. With a heavy thump, Kip landed safely on a sturdy kmb.

Nearby koalas stirred and chuffed with amusement. Kip blinked, then grinned. Holding the
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Kip the Curious Koala

High in the canopy of the Austrakan bush lived a young koala named Kip. | 14
His thick, ash-grey fur blended perfectly with the bark of the eucalyptus | 26
trees, and his sharp, alert eyes missed very kttle. Unlike many koalas, who | 39
were content to rest for long hours, Kip was endlessly inquisitive. He spent | 52
his days navigating the treetops, gripping rough branches with his powerful | 63

claws, and feeding on the leathery eucalyptus leaves that made up his ”»
specialised diet. ”
One warm morning. Kip climbed higher than usual into the crown of a %

towering gum tree. As the branches narrowed, the bush below opened into | 102
view. From his lofty perch, Kip spotted a mob of kangaroos moving across | 115
the grassland. They bounded effortiessly through the sun-dried vegetation, | 124
launching forward in enormous leaps. Kip watched in awe, fascinated by | 135
their strength and speed. They moved so differently compared to his slow, | 147

deliberate movements.

A sudden burst of sound echoed overhead. A flock of rainbow lorikeets 161

swooped through the sky, their shrill calls cutting through the still air 173
Flashes of green, red, and blue shimmered as their wings caught the 185
sunlight. Their movement and colours mesmerised Kip. 192
As the lorikeets disappeared into the distance, a single feather di 203
downward, spiralling gently through the air. Kip edged carefully along a | 214
thin branch, stretching as far as he could, trying to reach it. He thought it | 229
would float to the ground, but just as the feather brushed past him, he 243
caughtit. 245
Then_crack! 247

The branch snapped under his weight. Kip tumbled downward, crashing | 256
through leaves and twigs as the scent of eucalyptus filed the air, His heart | 270

raced, but his fall slowed as the branches grew thicker. With a heavy 283
thump, Kip landed safely on a sturdy limb. E2
Nearby koalas stirred and chuffed with amusement. Kip blinked, then 301

grinned. Holding the vibrant feather high, he decided the adventurehad | 312

been worth it after al,
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About Koalas

Koalas are arboreal marsupials that are native to Australia. They are most commonly
found in eucalyptus forests along the eastern and southern coastiines. Although they are
often mistaken for bears, koalas are not bears at all. They belong to a unique group of
mammals called marsupials, which carry and raise their young in a pouch

Koalas have adapted extremely well to life in the treetops. Their strong forelimbs and
sharp, curved claws allow them to chimb and grip tree trunks securely. Each koala has two
opposable digits on its front paws, helping it grasp branches with precision. Thick fur
protects koalas from both heat and cold, whie also cushioning them as they rest on hard
branches for long periods.

A koala's diet consists almost entirely of eucalyptus leaves. These leaves are tough, low in
nutrients, and toxic to most animals. However, koalas have a specialised digestive system
that allows them to break down the toxins and extract the energy they need. Because
eucalyptus leaves provide very little energy, koalas conserve it by sleeping or resting for up
t0 18-20 hours a day.

Koalas have a highly developed sense of smell, which helps them choose the safest and
most nutritious leaves. They usually feed at night, moving slowly and deliberately through
the canopy. Although koalas appear cakm and gentle, they can move quickly when
threatened and have powerful claws for defence.

Today, koalas face several threats, inchuding habitat loss, bushfires, disease, and climate
change. Protecting eucalyptus forests and reducing human impact on the environment are
essential to ensuring the survival of this iconic Austraian species.
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About Koalas

Comprehension Questions

7 Supplement explicit reading strategies

Where are koalas most
2| commenly found in Austratia?

Literal understandis

Hawe many hours a day do
kaalas usually rest or sleep?

€%/ Intervention task

Name two physical

| features
that help ko "

climb trees

How does a koala's sense of
smell help it sunvive?
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Appearance
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Match the Word to the Meaning
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reading
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Help students find
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Make reading
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