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The Longest Night

The twilight crept slowly across the valley as the sun dipped behind the frozen hills.
Winter had settled in fully now, wrapping the land in frost and silence. Even the river,
once restless and loud, lay beneath a sheet of brittle kce, barely moving.

Mara pulled ber closk tighter as she walked toward the village square. The air was
frigld, sharp enough to sting her cheeks with every breath. Tonight marked the
solstice, the longest night of the year, when darkness ruled longer than light. For
generations, the villagers had gathered to honour this turning point, believing it
symbolised remewal, not just cold and shadow.

Torches flickered as people arrived, their flames gllmmering against the snow. At the
centre of the square st00d an ancient stone pilas, its surface carved with faded
‘symbols from a time long past. Mara traced the markings with her glove, imagining the
hands that had shaped them centuries earlier.

A sudden gust of wind swept through the square, lifting snow into the air like swirling
ash. The chatter from the villages halted. An elder stepped forward and spoke of
endurance. His words reminded the people that winter was a season to test patience,
strength, and hope. Though the world seemed barren, life rested beneath the frozen
ground, waiting.

As the fire was lit, warmth spread outward. The retreating shadows danced across the
ground. Mara felt a sense of calm settle over her. Winter was harsh and relentless, but
it was also temporary. Beyond the cold night, kght would return, and with it, the
promise of change.
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Outston Answer

\what changes in the
‘environment thow that winter
has fully artived?

N

Wiy i the solstice important to
the villagers?

What do the carved symbals on
the seoae pilar ropresent?

How dots the eidar describe the
purpase of winter?

How does the elder describe the

purpose of winter?
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frigid A strang burst of wind

salstice Extremely cckd

barren The lomgest or shortest day of the year
gust Empty o unable to produce ife

renewal The act of beccming new again
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The Longest Night

The twilight crept slowly across the valley as the sun dipped behind the
frozen hills. Winter had settled in fully now, wrapping the land in frost
il ind loud, lay beneath a sheet of

Even the river,
brittle ice, barely moving.

Mara pulled her cloak tighter as she walked toward the village square.
The air was frigid, sharp enough to sting her cheeks with every breath.
Tonight marked the solstice, the longest night of the year, when
darkness ruled longer than light. For generations, the villagers had
gathered to honour this turning point, believing it symbolised renewal,
not just cold and shadow.

Torches flickered as people arrived, their flames glimmering against the
snow. At the centre of the square stood an ancient stone pillar, its surface
carved with faded symbols from a time long past. Mara traced the
markings with her glove, imagining the hands that had shaped them
centuries earlier.

A sudden gust of wind swept through the square, lifting snow into the air
like swirling ash. The chatter from the villages halted. An elder stepped
forward and spoke of endurance. His words reminded the people that
winter was a season to test patience, strength, and hope. Though the
world seemed barren, life rested beneath the frozen ground, waiting.

As the fire was lit, warmth spread outward. The retreating shadows
danced across the ground. Mara felt a sense of calm settle over her.
Winter was harsh and relentless, but it was also temporary. Beyond the

cold night, light would return, and with it, the promise of change.
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Why you 'l love vl

Fiction & non-fiction reading passages

Engaging morphology reading material

Fluency passages for older students

Unique way to explore etymology
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The Longest Night
Snowbound

The Frozen River
Tracks in the Snow
The Quiet Field
Lanterns in the Dark
The Mountain Pass
Winter Birds

The Sleeping Garden
When the Ice Breadks
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Snowbound

When the storm arrived, it did so without warning. The sky had barely changed color
before the elements shifted suddenly. Thick snow fell in heavy layers. In a matter of
minutes, a white blanket covered the road.

Huddled together at the window, Eli and his family watched the deluge. Eli didn't need
to look at his parents to sense the worry in their eyes,

By morning, rooftops sagged beneath the welght of the snow. The air was so dense

with cold it seemed to press against Eli's chest, The news channel showed other towns
that the downpour of snow had affected. As scary as the weather was, it comforted El

to know they weren't alone in their snow-trapped village.

Inside his home, the fire crackled, offering brief shelter from the bitter wind. Qutside,

the landscape looked motionless. The pale silence froze the town. Feeling restless Fli
tepped oneg sk .
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The Frozen River
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Latin

N il m- + mobi not moving
mmobile im- + mobile N
ir

breaks
fractures

authority author

power

Latin

in- + tense

extreme
intense

persistent per- + sis continuin, Latin
t T4

Latin

pentee
e
-

flow
current

re- + strain

restraint

re- + flect

reflected

valley valley

conserve con- + serve
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Help students

understand word
structure.

Boost vocabulary
and comprehension
skills.

Enhance decoding
and word recognition
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Word List |
Word Morpheme Slruelue Rool Meaning Qrign
twilight twi- + light half-light Old English
frost frost frozen moisture Old English
silence sil- + -ence stillness Latin
ice ice frozen water Old English
frigid frigid cold Latin
solstice sal- + -stice sun standing still Latin
renewal re~ + new + -al make new again Middle i
English / Latin
glimmering glim- + -er + -ing faint light Old Norse
symbols sym- + bol sign Greek
gust gust blast of wind Old Norse
barren barr- empty land Qld Fre.HCh /
Latin
Lrelentless re-+ lent + less without stopping Latin
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