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Background Information & Introduction

TWA is a Self-Regulated Strategy Development (SRSD) strategy, similar in style to reciprocal teaching. The SRSD model was developed by 
Karen R. Harris and Steve Graham at Vanderbilt University. SRSD models are evidence-based methods for students who struggle with 
reading and are not at standard, including those with learning disabilities, emotional and behavioral disabilities, and ADHD. students learn 
to use TWA for all reading, no matter the assignment. TWA is “good reader” strategies all bundled up in a process that students can 
commit to memory and utilize independently over time.

In order for SRSD to be effective and for students to generalize the strategy, there are six essential instructional stages that must be used 
and repeated until the skills are generalized:
1. Developing pre-skills for individual learning deficits. (in other words, it doesn’t work alone. A student weak in decoding multisyllabic 

words needs instruction in that skill prior to, and during, reading a text that contains multisyllabic words in addition to the SRSD 
strategy).

2. Discussing and describing the strategy
3. Memorization of the strategy steps
4. Modeling the strategy with Think Alouds
5. Teacher-supported guided practice
6. Independent practice

These materials are meant to support you and your students through the six steps and during generalized, independent student practice 
and use. Provide many opportunities to use TWA in different contexts using the included materials and any reading text! The included 
task cards are meant to help students see that TWA can be used for any type of text, even a poster about library rules. How much
emphasis we put on each step varies for those different contexts. For example, reading speed is not as important for a poster containing 
minimal text. The ultimate goal of TWA is that students will be able to use the steps to self-monitor their own reading comprehension. 
TWA works well within the general education classroom and in reading intervention groups or the special education setting. It can be 
used with any reading program or Language Arts curriculum you are using, and generalized to readings in other content areas such as 
Science and Social Studies. 

If a student is having difficulty comprehending a reading task, review TWA and have them use the TWA worksheet instead o the textbook 
review questions or reading response of the day. Then, make a connection between the classroom task and the TWA steps. It is important 
for students to realize that a reading response question asking them to “Tell me the most important or interesting part of your book this 
week” is essentially asking them to summarize a portion of what they have read. Struggling readers are often not making those
generalizations and connections on their own, but are capable when taught how.
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Thank you for previewing! If you have any questions or suggestions, please email me at 
activateducation@gmail.com or via my store Q&A.

Thank you,

Looking for additional resources for your struggling readers? 
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express written permission from the author / publisher.
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Click for my TpT
Store!

Click for my 
Pinterest boards

Buy these resources with 
TWA in a bundle, and save! 
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