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Background Information & Introduction

TWA is a Self-Regulated Strategy Development (SRSD) strategy, similar in style to reciprocal teaching. The SRSD model was developed by
Karen R. Harris and Steve Graham at Vanderbilt University. SRSD models are evidence-based methods for students who struggle with
reading and are not at standard, including those with learning disabilities, emotional and behavioral disabilities, and ADHD. students learn
to use TWA for all reading, no matter the assignment. TWA is “good reader” strategies all bundled up in a process that students can
commit to memory and utilize independently over time.

In order for SRSD to be effective and for students to generalize the strategy, there are six essential instructional stages that must be used
and repeated until the skills are generalized:

1. Developing pre-skills for individual learning deficits. (in other words, it doesn’t work alone. A student weak in decoding multisyllabic
words needs instruction in that skill prior to, and during, reading a text that contains multisyllabic words in addition to the SRSD
strategy).

Discussing and describing the strategy

Memorization of the strategy steps

Modeling the strategy with Think Alouds

Teacher-supported guided practice

Independent practice

oukewN

These materials are meant to support you and your students through the six steps and during generalized, independent student practice
and use. Provide many opportunities to use TWA in different contexts using the included materials and any reading text! The included
task cards are meant to help students see that TWA can be used for any type of text, even a poster about library rules. How much
emphasis we put on each step varies for those different contexts. For example, reading speed is not as important for a poster containing
minimal text. The ultimate goal of TWA is that students will be able to use the steps to self-monitor their own reading comprehension.
TWA works well within the general education classroom and in reading intervention groups or the special education setting. It can be
used with any reading program or Language Arts curriculum you are using, and generalized to readings in other content areas such as
Science and Social Studies.

If a student is having difficulty comprehending a reading task, review TWA and have them use the TWA worksheet instead o the textbook
review questions or reading response of the day. Then, make a connection between the classroom task and the TWA steps. It is important
for students to realize that a reading response question asking them to “Tell me the most important or interesting part of your book this

| ”

is essentially asking them to summarize a portion of what they have read. Struggling readers are often not making those
f / ~tions and connections on their own, but are capable when taught how.

/l',%‘~

ACTIVATEDEDUCATION © 2014



« Whatisthe
author's Re-read for

purpose? understanding
« What do| already What

krnow? g
* What dolwant,

or need, fo lear

main idea
Summarize

* Think about the

SUMMARIZING

* 1 0= Werd Suvenary
¢ Sovebody= Wonted=Bys=Ss=Than
* Thewnfy o vk o Flash your thoghr

SM\dndy'Wm'.d‘am ~Se=The

| 0-Word Summar

| ldcwhfy The impertont Who e
What from the reodng

2 Tellwhat in important dbout the
Whe or Whar

3 Pan 'osvf"\.fﬂ 10 wordes ar
less!

ID + Verb + Finish MT

Thek WHILE | Thek AFTER
you read you read

Thirk obout the main ideo

Which secticns shoud | re=read
for underetonding!

Summarize what | read e

Think BEFORE

S | prechictad the author's parpose
S | thought about what | already know
) | know what | want o, or need 10, searm

Think WHILE
0 | am readdeg 3 a speed that helps me
understand and remember
& | am = seading the sections  don't
undherstand well
0 1 am making connections to my
bBackground knowledge

Think AFTER
S | know the main ides
) | can summariee what 1 read
& | can explain what | kearned
& | can ask 2 question about the text

(g,
nl:..."' o ':"-i,

0 4y,

Explmﬂ what [ learned
Ask questions

What connections can [ make to T blovor promisas SEE

Lachymkmw%.? candy i backl The pacade £1300 3t 1100 toon o Mus
m’ ot nA you will nend 89 gt thwve carly e B o st
ot




Think BEFORE

0 | predicted the authar's purpose
0 | thought about what | already know

1dentify the important Who or 2 | know what | want to, ar need to, leam

What from the readrg Think WHILE
2 Tell whet s erportent cbour the 0 | am reading at 3 spend that heips me
10-Wed 5 Who or What undesstand and remembet
2 a) ) 2 Surmery . ’
What is the * Readingspeed « Think about the Sumebady~Werted=Bur=Se=Than 3. Put it togethee n | O worde or 2 1am rr;;::m Ihe sections | don't
author's * Re-readfor main idea Laantily + varb « Frish o thaght ool L .M.m AR,
DBackground knowiedge

purpose? understanding « Summarize
What do | already i © What « Explainwhat | Think AETER
know? connections can

What do | want,

or nead, to learn?

2 | know the main idea
B3 1 can sammaekze what | read
Wh 1 1 can explain what | learmed
H-\hfr the pocsant et _Q | can ask a question about the text

Wented Whar did they went or Whet from the r-adns

- '\ , TR
3 .J"‘ %
».)‘"" —“‘A y -
7 -
’ .\v;,d w‘“ e
ot #rcaes n School) E u'“,w, otk
8 Barvst tram conasic aed [ RSN
B That 1 chamge. Scheoly reed ty 1 o w on,
THINK before B8 Think WHILE W Think AFTER o e e Bovere et
ot 120 venting avyrease Davang S yelicm ared tan
Shastcartage owd grrvs ey Buttartyy sutarty
you read you read you read rtunison. i 1s tane 10 charge the Give e 0 b
Ty T ol phones” 10 & eing Fiyou ghwe e o dazen
v Thavs's sotvrg arviia

TWA TASK CARD TWA TASK CARD

Araron Faw Mone levers

* Reodrg epeed
Amagon has  winee | The sew Sre ool phone
1 W an amaziog pince of technology. The Fire is the

. M‘d\ *ﬂl “ -re ld
sost e Lee Surmmarize what | read
best cell phone avalable for wasching meda You
can watch YouTube and othe: ankise videos s woll

for underatanding!
o o Explan what 1 learned
. A% 0m0y 008 your ree of Amazoo Prime, which

¢ Whot comnections can | make to
let's you watch videos and borrow sooks. Upgrade

rmy background knowledge Ask questions
00 the Fiew pltcne oday !




TWA CRECKLIST | | TWA CRECKLIST

] e '8 A
1 know what fwant 1o, o need 1o, leam

Think
J;TWA g
Think WHILE

* Whoat is the outhor's purpose’ O 1 am reading at 3 speed that hedps me
« W do 1 olroody Lot understand and remomber

3 Lam re-readng the sections | don't
o Whot do | wont, or need. to understand well

1 am making cotnections to my
background knowledge

B Think AFTER
Lknow the main idea

| can sumimaeize what | read

1 can explain what | learned

1 can ask a question a3Dout the test

Think BEFORE

| predicted the authar's purpose
1 thought about what | already know

|9 =y &}

C

 THINK before |

Wd/

(BN Y oY &

\ :k!ﬁn‘\-i
THNK pelord . oo recd " |
9 ¥ R
you 1€0 et e
t) 2 P U
T ) o o s
‘"_";‘... eSS || g plarte
) . ot s |
P reeenemw 0 | | Tl i
"":L." e
oW
\:;.,,.,.n—n' pochyord
" e, (0 Y ArowWeIDs

13 THINK before i CARD Twa T?SK CARD
I YOU l'eGd | i‘SO‘-O\TJ' w trrLeroy b sackson

I > T \ 0 SNeeds roed » = on my o
and sther technology LR TR I

e Basrieg Sa yellow and thin

s Yy Sutterfly, bumurfly.

g the G o » Winx

0 bl phosas” 10 @ g ¥ you give ve & doosn

Thene's rething oviza

| THINK before | | Think WHILE | | Think AFTER |
| youread | ou read ou read
| Y Y Y TWA TASK CARD TWA TASK CARD
« Whatisthe | |* Readingspeed | |+ Think about the . :
l author's | * Re-read for . main Ideo == Arnaroe Fire Phone Riview
| pUTpOSE" [ undefsfandlrvg * Summarize Amazonhas 2 winner ! The new Fare ouf phone
o le E Ratern your boeks on tane 16 a0 aazing peece of techwology, The Fire s the
¥ ey dol dienacht I b Canadbiaad s Tachnodogy tar school purpasies bast rnIu;:h:n: :.:lab::rc: -;:Nmrwdu.'v"ou
know? I connectionscan leamed Caln woico and bady can watch YouTube and ather onine videos 35 well
* What do | want | I'make tomy * Askquestions No backpacks asonjoy ooe year "NO’:NHJO’! Prime, which
e | | g h . owe U
| or need, to learn? J, :Ock?;gunil ";’22"?.?3.‘.:&'?.2?." A —
m‘v ge FITEE il - T ETMLiUm




Name: >

............ R ™A Checkein #2 5 eI
------- 2% li'!'a gach section w\\ha\.w.d A
Think before §E . : pirections: SHOW whatyouknow . Takebave J—
Yoursgy | By S, about TWA + YWhich section® shoutd 1 re-reod fof
G e :' Think whil | AR M:mndlno? e
~~~~~~ ! ey : TEeees ol " connections con 1M to my
________ { Puread | 5 1. Whatdoes TWA stand for? > ?
What | Pommonaal !

Sthe oy Ithor .: ------- H

s e SIS

F'l-llpo sa7

you r
eod Whay o To0n shoi |
ﬂn:“’.wl:;‘“ Tor
da.o",

ad
Tysa o
L

you
.~
“ee
-
iy cad
et
T e fd

e .
-




TWA

Thank you for previewing! If you have any questions or suggestions, please email me at
activateducation@gmail.com or via my store Q&A.
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A Speec/y Reading "X PosTeRs , |
Intervention Program Designed for | Higher Order Thinking (HOTS)
FLUENCY o DECODING » ACCURACY - Upper Grades y. Reading Comprehension Task Cards
= Q:";"‘ Vse with ANY book! ===

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. Any unauthorized reprint or use of this material is prohibited. No part of this program may be reproduced or transmitted in

any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system without
express written permission from the author / publisher.
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