
P L O T T I N G  S O M E T H I N G Literary Movements & Modes Poster Collection

S E C O N D A R Y  E L A  •  C L A S S R O O M  R E F E R E N C E

LITERARY
MOVEMENTS
& MODES
10 PRINTABLE CLASSROOM POSTERS

Definitions • Look-Fors • Recurring Visual Ideas

A cohesive reference set for Gothic Literature, Magical 
Realism, Absurdism, Surrealism, Realism, 
Romanticism, Dark Romanticism, Modernism, 
Postmodernism, and Dystopian Literature.

P R I N T  •  D I S P L AY  •  R E V I S I T  T H R O U G H O U T  T H E  Y E A R

1



P L O T T I N G  S O M E T H I N G Literary Movements & Modes Poster Collection

W H A T ’ S  I N C L U D E D

Ten concepts. One cohesive visual system.
Each poster uses the same basic structure so students know where to look: a 
concise definition, a clear “Look For” list, recurring visual ideas, and a large 
atmospheric image.

Gothic 
Literature Magical Realism Absurdism Surrealism Realism

Romanticism Dark 
Romanticism Modernism Postmodernism Dystopian 

Literature

THE COLLECTION

• Gothic Literature
• Magical Realism
• Absurdism
• Surrealism
• Realism

• Romanticism
• Dark Romanticism
• Modernism
• Postmodernism
• Dystopian Literature

Designed for secondary ELA classrooms that move among 
genres, movements, novel studies, short fiction, and literary 
analysis.
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N O T  J U S T  C L A S S R O O M  D E C O R

Built to help students recognize what 
they’re reading.
The information is short enough to scan from a wall or bulletin board, but 
specific enough to support actual literary analysis.

1  START WITH A WORKING DEFINITION

A concise definition gives students a place to 
begin without turning the poster into a 
lecture.

2  GIVE THEM SOMETHING TO NOTICE

The “Look For” list turns an abstract 
movement into patterns students can 
recognize in a text.

3  CONNECT THE IDEA TO VISUAL MEMORY

Recurring visual ideas help students 
remember the concept without reducing it to 
a single symbol.
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E S P E C I A L L Y  U S E F U L  S I D E  B Y  S I D E

The differences become easier to see 
when the posters talk to each other.
Use them as unit anchors, quick review references, or comparison prompts when 
students are moving between related movements and modes.

ROMANTICISM    DARK ROMANTICISM↔

Both center the individual and emotion. One moves toward 
the sublime; the other turns inward toward guilt, obsession, 
and human fallibility.

MODERNISM    POSTMODERNISM↔

Modernism fractures experience to capture a changing world. 
Postmodernism becomes more openly skeptical about truth, 
authority, originality, and storytelling itself.

4



P L O T T I N G  S O M E T H I N G Literary Movements & Modes Poster Collection

F I L E S  +  P R I N T I N G

Ready to print for the wall, binder, or 
reference station.
The TPT download keeps the buyer files straightforward: one complete 
PDF plus individual poster images for flexible printing.

10-PAGE 
PDF
US Letter • print the full set

10 INDIVIDUAL 
JPGs
8 × 12 • print only what you 
need

DIGITAL DOWNLOAD ONLY

No physical posters are mailed.

Use them 
as…

• a year-round reference wall
• unit or movement introductions
• comparison prompts
• small-group or station reference
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A  R E F E R E N C E  W A L L  S T U D E N T S  C A N  A C T U A L L Y  U S E

Literary Movements
& Modes Poster Collection
Ten coordinated posters for secondary ELA—designed 
to support recognition, comparison, and literary 
analysis without overwhelming the wall.

Gothic • Magical Realism • Absurdism • Surrealism • Realism
Romanticism • Dark Romanticism • Modernism • Postmodernism • 
Dystopian Literature

PLOTTING 
SOMETHING
Secondary ELA resources with a little 
atmosphere.
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