
PLOTTING SOMETHING

Partner Novel Study
A six-week project for high school literature classes

Six discussions, a shared journal, and an individual reflection on the process

10-page student guide

8-page teacher guide

Editable and print 
formats

Grades 9-12



What is included
The buyer receives both editable files and print-ready PDFs

STUDENT GUIDE

10 pages
Editable PowerPoint

Print PDF

TEACHER GUIDE

8 pages
Editable Word document

Print PDF

The project is undated, 
so teachers can build 
their own calendar or use 
the six-week pacing 
model in the guide.

Students need their own 
copy of a teacher-
approved novel. No novel 
text is included.

Partner Novel Study 2



Project planning
The calendar and reading plan stay together

PREVIEW

Every book requires teacher approval 
before students begin.

Partners divide the edition they will use 
into six realistic checkpoints.

Students can record dates, page ranges, 
and later adjustments in one place.

The final checkpoint requires students to 
finish the novel before Discussion 6.
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Six partner discussions
Each meeting lasts 40 minutes

PREVIEW

Students choose two or three open-ended 
questions and keep returning to the novel.

The focus shifts as students move from 
the opening to the complete work.

Discussions 3-6 include optional AP 
Literature extensions.

Each discussion receives a separate 10-
point grade.
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Shared discussion journal
Six entries preserve the thinking that comes out of the conversations

PREVIEW

Partners write one shared entry after each 
discussion.

The complete journal is due at the end of 
the project.

Students are encouraged to write while the 
discussion is still fresh.

The journal rubric is worth 45 points and 
remains a separate grade.
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Individual final reflection
The final writing focuses on the project process

PREVIEW

Students reflect on the project, book 
choice, and partnership.

They identify challenges and give specific 
feedback for future classes.

The prompt avoids repeating the literary 
analysis already completed in the journal.

Each student submits a separate reflection 
worth 10 points.
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Teacher support
Procedures for the situations that arise during a long project

PREVIEW

Book approval and project launch

Pacing and make-up discussions

Partnership problems

Optional AP Literature extensions

Separate rubrics and scoring record

Print and digital submission directions
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Built from classroom use
The project has been revised and refined for more than a decade

PREVIEW

Flexible enough for any approved 
novel

Designed for grades 9-12 and AP 
Literature

Six weeks of sustained reading 
and conversation

Use the structure as written or 
adjust the calendar to fit your 
class

Plotting Something
Secondary English resources 
shaped by real classroom use
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