
COLLEGE ESSAY DRAFTING & VOICE

Students have an idea. Now they have to write 
the essay.
This five-lesson workshop focuses on the part between brainstorming and final revision: reflection, voice, 
prompt choice, structure, and the first real draft.

THE STORY IS ONLY THE START.

Students learn how to show what happened without losing the thinking, contradictions, details, 
and voice that make the essay personal.

THIS WORKSHOP HELPS STUDENTS:

• weave reflection into a scene instead of saving it for the end

• revise language that sounds generic or over-polished

• choose a prompt without reshaping the story to fit it

• plan the essay before drafting every event in order

• write openings and endings without gimmicks or a forced life lesson



INSIDE THE WORKSHOP

Students work on the essay they are actually 
writing.
Each lesson includes direct instruction, student-style examples, guided analysis, and a short piece of 
drafting or revision.

PROMPT NOTE Drafting 3 uses plain-language summaries of the 2026–27 Common App prompts and 
reminds students to check the official application for exact wording.



WHAT YOU GET

Five lessons plus a realistic drafting-day plan.

The instructional sequence is five class periods, but students need enough drafting time between the 
structure lesson and the beginnings/endings lesson to build a real working draft.

INCLUDED

• 5 instructional PowerPoints

• 20 student-facing pages

• 5 teacher guides

• quick-start + pacing guide

SUGGESTED USE

• students already have a story idea

• add one full drafting day after Drafting 4

• use Drafting 5 once students have enough of the 
essay to judge the opening and ending

• move into a separate final-revision workshop 
when the draft is complete

These five lessons are also included as Lessons 5–9 in the complete Plotting Something College Essay 
Writing Unit.
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