Students will enjoy the
reading activity
Captivating story line
with Dystopian theme
Explore a futuristic
dystopian world
Imagery and descriptive

writing throughout
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ESCAPE FROM THE SHATTERED CITY

Allie remembered the moments when the world shifted. The
city she once knew had crumbled, Towering glass buildings now
stood as broken shelis, The reflective windows remained like

hatlow eyes staring into the smoke-filled sky.

) The collapse had happened in siow motion but took only

seconds to a1 2 lives of those who survived. Allie didn’t like

wn the street, sticking to the shadows, the ajr
e low hum of drones that patrolied the ruins.
These were known as the Enforcers, and jt was best to stay aut
of their way when you could avoid it, They were always

scanning for anyone who locked like they dared to r

ebel against
the Regime.

Allie sighed as she reached the end of the street, hesitant about

which way was best to turn. This was a fractured city where

freedom was afl but a whisper. The idea of bein;

g free was more
i

ike a legend, even to those who reme mbered

what freedom
was like,

At the end of the street, Allie pulle ood tight around her

head. She had walked this way man s and knew the peopi

along the route, There was Calla sel tteries and Amos

making a living through busking, brir usic and joy throug

his guitar. Allie knew she could count!

€M when things got
tough.

But this evening, Allie had to stay alon heart pounded as

she touched the small metal key in her t. This was the las|

gift from her older brother, Ben, before ppeared, He and

Allie had survived the collapse and had b

true team. But
Ben had joined the Rebels and accepted a

ignment that
took him away. Aliie hadn’t heard from him in months, and she
suspected the worst,

The key was her only hope. He had snuck it to her in the depth

of night, and the words that Ben spoke echoed in her mind

Follow the clues to find peace.
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Section Four:

Enforce] Read the next part of the story. Find the ons;

Escape Room Puzzie

The Underground Dystopian

wer to the puzzle question within the paragraphs,

Allie landed with a thud through the trapdoor. The

ideaof]  Dillowed around her, and she coughed loudly. This
i

made her pani
crouched bel

hind a large crate, feeling safer hidden

Once Allie felt safe, she poked her head up and looked around, s,
and twisted branches grew over the abando

covered the chipped paint surface.

A maze was stuck to the window of a train carriage,

Allie blinked, confused. There were cardinal directions ar,

n. W Y
Ll ip! ed message!
he first ord in the ci her cod
: is the

« What is

here

would expect. South was where east shouid be, and nortl

h was fac
broken compass. Then Allie

realized that this was intentional.

She carefully peeled the maze off the window and tu
right way. Now the directional Jatte

a pathway with her finy

PUZZ]E question: Complete the Baze and write which

Answer:

drop wasn’t as big

ned train carriages. There was

A message appeare

. D" down. Allie tilted her head to read the words, “Complete the maze to find the right direction,”
rv_"EV

rned it around, sa the messag
s changed position, Allie started the

'Bers, knowing this would guide her in the right dir

as she expected, so she landed on her feet. A plume of dust

ic, worried someone-or something-would hear her down here She

he was at an underground train station. Strange plants, thick vines,

atappled-over carriage in front of her. Rust and dirt
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Themed Short Story

Dystopian theme
Great for world-

building

Support student

imagination

Use as a standalone
reading
comprehension
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Section Six: The Steel Bridge

Read the next part of the story. Find the answer to the puzzle question within the paragraphs.

Allie clutched the key tightly, eager and nervous to find out what was in the box it would open. But first, she had to find the box.

Using Ben’s map again, Allie navigated away from the market to the next drawn landmark. It was a bridge. Allie hesitated as she

came to the bridge, and the rusted steel creaked and groaned as a light breeze passed through the night.

As Allie stepped onto the bridge, it swayed and groaned like an old beast. Allie gasped as she looked down and realized she was

above a river. The black water rushed rapidly around scraps of twisted metal and shattered glass. There was no time to lose. Allie

hurried across the bridge and jumped onto the land on the other side, her heart pounding. Kneeling on the ground to regain her

breath, Allie saw a box hidden in the bushes.

fembling, she reached for the box. As she pressed the key into the lock , she was grateful it turned, and the lid popped open.

a loud hooting sound from a creature in the bushes made Allie jump. Terrified, she ducked to the ground to take cover.

Swings flapped past her as an owl set off into the night for its hunt.
4

¥ couldn’t hel,

th a bit. She was so incredibly nervous that an owl had scared her out of her wits. If she ever found Ben at

vould both laugh and cry. At this thought, Allie looked into the box and found a folded piece of paper

ross the front

Short Story Escape Room SectionThree: The Hidden Library

Puzzle question:

Answer:

What creatuy|

Read the next port of the story. Find the onswer to the puzzle question within the parogrophs.

Dystopian

Coughing from the dust, Allie wiped her face and took a gentle breath to steady herself. The passage was narrow and
uncomfortable, the beam from her flashlight struggling to light the way. After what felt like hours, Allie finally reached the end of
the passage. There was a large plank of wood covering a square of plaster. Allie pushed these to the side and squeezed through the
opening. Worried about making noise, Allie froze on the other end of the passage. She carefully and quietly took in her

surroundings.

Beside her were pages of paper, scattered and torn. As she looked up, she saw a domed ceiling illuminated by the stars in the night
sky. Before her were rows of dusty bookshelves, lined with endless books that smelled faintly of ink and candle wax. Allie was

certain that this abandoned library held many secrets. She knew she would find another clue from Ben here.

Allie took out the map and looked for something that represented the library. She saw a drawing of a book with a ball of yarn next
toiit, unravelling in a specific direction. Looking around the library, she found a ball of yarn pinned to the wall. She unravelled it in
the same way as the picture, and it guided her through the bookshelves, When the yarn ended, Allie looked down and found a

trapdoor at her feet

Sighing deeply, Allie braced herself to go down the trapdoor, clueless about what lay on the other side.

€ question: wnat item helps Allie find the tropdoor?

re

Type here




Short Story Comprehension

ection Nine: The Hidden Valley Dystopian

Read the next part of the story. Find the answer to the puzzle question within the paragraphs.

Dystopian theme

As Allie walked closer, she heard a voice calling her name. Her heart leapt. From behind a grove of silver-barked trees, a figure
stepped forward. It was her brother, Ben! His clothes were tattered, his face thin. But his eyes were bright and sparkled with the
warmth of freedom.

Puzzle-based

“You made it,” he whispered, pulling her into a tight embrace. For the first time in months, Allie felt safe. She leaned into her

brother, the weight of the journey she had just been on catching up to her. She was exhausted.

L] L]
comprehenslon q‘u es+ Ions “You didn’t make it easy!” Allie teased, thinking about all the clues she had scrambled through the night to follow.

“It’s all worth it to find this place, | promise,” Ben smiled back.

Answ ers are em be dd ed in Keeping his arm tightly around his sister, Ben led Allie to the settlement. Here, the Rebels had built a secret base, with small huts of

I with life, untouched by

Short Story Escape Room Section Five: The Silent Market
Reod the next port of the story. Find the onswer to the puzzle question within the parogrophs.

Using the maze to guide her and referring to Ben's map, Allie wove her way out of the underground station. She resurfaced in a part of the city

the story

that was completely unknown to her. There was no hum of the Enforcer drones. There was no shuffling of people's feet. There was no beeping in

time with the flashing lights from the Regime headquarters. In fact, there was no noise at all.

.
| ngage S I u den I S In a The silence shocked Allie. She was so used to the background noise of the Regime. This was the furthest from the city she had ever been. Looking

around, she could see that this place used to be a market. There were vacant stalls, knocked over and weathered from the elements. Shopping

baskets and decorated signs showed hints of what was once a bustling and joyful place.

H Ben's map had market stalls drawn on it. Beside the stalls was a picture of a key. Allie reached into her pocket, wondering if it was time to use this
l e a I ng a S key. On Ben's map, the key was next to a stall that had a picture of fruit on it. Allie searched the market until she found a market stall with fruit

decorations.

Allie rummaged around, looking for a clue. She turned over boxes and discarded wrapping until she found a crate that had engravings on it. It was

another message, written in code, each bold letter the starting point for the scrambled words.

The will niplelo the

e question: what type of box will the key open?

r: Type here
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Section Four Answer
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Student answer sheet

provided

Creative letter
writing.
Write a letter from Calla to her

brother before they are reunited
What would she say about her

Map design.

Design a map of the dystopian
world and the fractured city
Include any landmarks from the
story and write a short description
for each.

Design an emblem.

Use symbols from the story to
design an emblem for the Rebel
group. It can be a logo or a flag

about events that happen or create

News report.

[ e you are a news reporter in
the dystopian city. Write a report

acharacter to interview.

Section Eight Answer
Circle the SIXTH letter.

journey, her fears, and her hopes?
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Answer key and

Character journal. Poetry. Create a comic.

Write a journal entry from Allie’s Write a poem describing the
destroyed city. Use ir for the into a comic strip. Use dialogue and
sights, sound, and feeli ving thought bubbles along with

in a dystopian place. illustrations.

teacher instructions

perspective about her first week in
the Hidden Valley

Extension activities
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instructor has assigned him a solo mission, and he's beaming with  and uncover the hidden stories written in the stars

AW |

excitement.

‘Here is your expedition guidebook,’ Navi said in an automated
With his space-bag carefully packed, Luca confidently wal voice and handed Luca a heavy book with golden letterson a
along the pathway towards his starship. His classmates cheered red velvet cover. It seemed to have nearly 1,000 pages in its
for him, and he was ecstatic to be going on his first proper binding. “‘Would you like a warm drink of tea while you read?"

mission. He felt proud of his hard work, intense training, and Navi asked

lots of study over the past months.
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Short Story Escape Room ection One e Broke o Dystopian

Reod the next part of the story. Find the onswer to the puzzle question within the porographs.

Allie snuck along the street until she found a concealed window covered with boards. She lifted one board and twisted it left,
revealing a small opening. This was the hideout where she, Amos, and Calla often spent the evenings together. No one really had a
fixed address in this world unless they worked for the Regime. Everyone else just found a spot to shelter and hoped they could stay

there for a while.
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Short Story Escape Room Dystopian

ESCAPE FROM THE SHATTERED CITY

Follow the instructions to circle the letter of eoch onswer. The circled letters will spell out the secret word.

Section One Answer Section Two Answer Section Three Answer Section Four Answer

Circle the SIXTH letter, Circle the FIRST lette: Circle the FIRST letter. Circle the FIRST letter.

Type here Type here Type here Type here

Section Five Answer Section Six Answer Section Seven Answer Section Eight Answer

Circle the NINTH lette: Circle the FIRST lette, Circle the FIRST lette: Circle the SIXTH lette

Type here Type here Type here Type here

THE SECRET WORD: reveal the name of The Hidden Valley




